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Arabs seek U.N. session 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — The Arab group <rf states caBed Wednesday Tor 

a meeting of tho Sttnrily Owwl to wtrfdfr the Pakstinian nprtsing in the 

occupied West Bank and Gaa Strip. The move, annwnwH by U.N. 
spokeswoman Nadia Yoones, came after the Palestine observer mission 
ben said in a letter to the council that the “dangerous situation requires 
o ffi ci al consfderatloa by die Security Council.” Yonnes said no date had 
been set ibr the c ou ncil me et ing- Nasser A1 K3dwa, acting head of the 
Palestine rr^ksio n, told report e rs Tnesdaj that the council should adopt a 
resolution condemning land for its poBdes and practices.'* A UJ>. State 
Department report on human rights issued this w e ek mentioned “a 
substantial increase in human rights violations*’ by the Israelis, mostly 
involving the uprising. Kkhra totd reporters be welcomed the American 
report but this had not m o tivated the Palestinian moves as the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (FLO) Executive Committee already bad decided 
to ask for Security Council measures- Council members have been 
w ealin g an earlier Palestinian request for action for several days. 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon 1 pound; Saudi Arabia l.SOriyaJs; UAE 1.50 dirhams; Great Britain 25 pence 


AJvtMAN ^Pe^— His Majesty . King Hussrin/tbe Supreme 
CoamtandCT ^ the - Armed Forces , Wednesday called at the 
ffeadqqart^bf the Fourth Royal Mechanised Division and met 
witorfo-sofog^ officers who briefed him on. the unit's 

rrainm^ 'Tu-iTgrnmm^ and other aetivities- 
_ Theming made a brjefspeech to the troops on the current Arab 
andjnteflr&tiotitf^ efforts to achieve solidarity 

aipoag Ai^-coihitri«.V^->. 

The' monaitfii 1 voiced deep confidence and pride in the role 
pteyedr by tber-Anned Forces and its capabilities, skill and 
p erk ) iin3nc£. . *’ 

^Tbe accompanied oh the visit by Royal -Court Chief 

Field MgrenaT Sharif Zaidlbti Shaker, Chief of Sum General Fathi 
Abu Taleb and senior army officers. 
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Joint higher committee meet's today 


Jordan, Syria aim to 
boost cooperation 


His Majesty King Hussein Wednesday addresses 
(Petra photo) 


of the Fourth Royal Armoured Di risen 


Boeing crashes on Azores, 114 Killed 
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TJSBON, Portugal (Agencies) 
A 7 . Boeing- 707 aircraft 
^erasbed 'Wednesday into a 
mountain on ttemtd-Atlautk 
Azores Islands, kfifing afl 144 
pcoglrofl bound, ii ftHttg n ae 
soi^apocy rqnrted. -- r - 
’’ The d cgn fl , carrjmg l37 
passengers and -seven: crew 
me m bers? crashed around 
1«| GMT fade Pico Alto, a 
nUHthtafn op SantaMaria,suld 
Gmdder Cordero, dispatcher at 
Satite Marfa airport. : 

\ Tfeaircraft was (tying jCrom 
Iri^ todtoDoramicanSqmblic ' 
when it'crnhed lnfip toe 547- 
BMtn mountain, saklim official 
sit the resaw sctvfcc a hase, Ini 
Angra do Herofamo, onrihe 


Maud of Tercrira. 

“Two bodies have already 
been recovered and there 
appear to be no survivors...’’ 
said a local official helping with 
rescue operations. “The debris 
is spread out over a large 
: area.*’’ 

* ^LocsS people said they saw 
the plane crash into a moon- 
tafttside and catch fire about 
seven kilometres from the air- 
port,” the official sahL 

. There was no word on the 
nationality of toe passengers on 
the plane, which belonged to 
Independent Air, a U.S. com- 
.pahy based in Attania, Georgia. 

; Portuguese naval vessels with 

* jjaiitol tMlIW WPTV BtMmillg to 


toe ishod, one of the most 
remote of the Azores archipela- 
go which ties about one-third of 
the way across the Atlantic. 

The Azores, a group of nine 
islands which make op an 
autonomous region of Portugal, 
have about 250,000 people and 
thrir teaches are popular spots 
for tourists. 

In Italy, a spokesman at Berx 
gamo airport said by telephone 
that 137 passengers were Italian 
and the plane’s seven-man crew 
was American. 

He said Italian tour com- 
panies had organised the 
charter, 

Santa Maria lies about 1,900 
kSometres from the Portuguese 


mainland and comVnicatkms 
with the island armor. 

Local governmentoirces on 
the nearby island of r> Miguel 
said the pilot bad Ked the 
airport to prepailfor an 
emergency landing strtj 
fore the crash. 1 
The U-S. armed fork | 
big ah’ and naval basil 
on the island of Tercel 
of Santa Maria. 1 
The last major Pa 
air accident occurred 1 
ago when a plane era 
the island of Madeini 
800 ldlouietres soutbwes 

bon, and killed more UL 

people. 1 

Orica Dkkersen, ejfctfve 


vice-president of Independent 
Air, said from his office in 
Smyrna, Tennessee, . that his 
company flew charter flights 
for civilians. 

He said a company plane had 
been bound for Puerto Plata In 
the Dominican Republic, but be 
had no details on the accident. 

The worst commercial airline 
disaster in 1988 occurred on 
July 3 when U-S. forces in the 
Golf accidentally destroyed an 
Iranian airbus, killing 290 
people. 

A Pan Am Boeing 747 was 
blown up over Scotland Dec. 
21, baling 297 passengers and 
crew and 11 people on the 
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of moneychanging firms 
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AMMAN (Prtj3)*T^Tbe^vmn- 
ment Wednesday revoked .the 
licenses of all non-bank extoange 
firms - and" dcjsed dowtt their 
offices' after, soz^.toeir hooks 
and records ‘ Jtf Ja* move, against 
violations of iigUlations and 
; tampering wito tte ^tional . c^xv 
nomy, - - .. v '..- 
Anorder issued Ipy'th^ixuBtmy 
goyernpraJso ■froze-’ batik 
accoun ts A/ mOTeycbangers so as 
to safcguairi .tocittimostsof other 
parties and toSt toc seizeO books 
and records of m^ 
vrcrtdd be examined. / 

The onto was" accompanied by 
a ■ statement ^Indj- notal that 
Jordan had been.iaring certain 
;aHMptiqns tfett:affectcd the re- 
gion andTed to fefloie by Arab 
cento dries to.'folfil 'their financial 
obb'gations totoe.Knigdoni under 
thelSTTS Ba^dadsummitresolu- 
fiohs. this rtsultedra adoc&toin 
Jordan's -foreign currency re- 
iSeyves and fonasdjthe co un tr y to 
.adopt a set of econcamc measures 
tfeszgoed to control spending and 
rationalise the use of foreign cur- . 
rency in fine with national priori- 
- ■&S.- v X" ■ c ” : r- • 

In .aiufoumiy with the mea- 

; (gBJ) maintained jxmtacts with 
'banks, otherfinanaa) institntions 


and moneydiangers m a bid to 
ensure their cooperation in stabi- 
lising the Jordanian dinar’s rate 
of exchange; _to guarantiee the 
flow of fcaeign currency into the 
Kingdom with a view to serving 
toe Mgfaer natkmai interests and 
to prevent toy currency specula- 
tion and other manipulations that 
would -harm country’s economic 
security, the statement said. 

. These moves, it said, had led to 
stability in toe dinar’s rate of 
exchange since toe banks and 
financial institutions adhered to 
the regulations, which continued 
. to be reassessed- Bur, the state- 
ment said, moneychangers were 
violating . the regulations and 
agreements -despite warnings 
from the CBJ and continued to 
. conduct illegal practices and 
irresponsible actions. 

The CBJ established beyond 
doubt that the moneychangers’ 
action prompted toe unwarranted 
rise in the exchange rates of 
foreign currencies in relation to 
toe tonar, the statement said. The 
Central Bank informed the au- 
thorities of the disgraceful action 
cm the part of the moneychangers 
in violation of all laws and regula- 
tions and their practices that re- 
flect greed, peculation with toe 
national currency and manipula- 


tions of toe rate of exchange of 
toe dinar in a bid to acquire 
monopoly on foreign currency 
dealings and to gain unlawful 
profits and tamper with toe coun- 
try’s economic security, accord- 
ing to the statement. 

Demand and supply 

A comprehensive study of the 
whole situation in aO its aspects 
found that the Kingdom’s re- 
venues of foreign exchange 
through the banking system Were 
sufficient to meet toe need of all 
banks and more, toe statement 
said. ' It was also found that toe 
fluctuations in toe rate of ex- 
change of toe dinar is not related 
to the forces of demand and 
supply as much as it is linked to 
speculations on the part of 
moneychangers, it said. 

The closure of the 
mooeychangirig firms, the state- 
ment said, is intended to restore 
stability to toe Kingdom's monet- 
ary situation and create a free and 
responsible atmosphere for the 
Jordanian citizen to deal with 
foreign currency through banks 
and financial institutions and pro- 
tect toe citizen from exploitation. 

. Violators waned 

Minister of Interior Rajai Da- 


* 



AMMAN (J.T.) — The Joint 
’Jordaoian-Syrian Higher Com- 
mittee opens a meeting in Am- 
man Thursday under the co- 
chairmanship of Prime Minister 
Zaid Rifai and his Syrian counter- 
part, Mahmoud A1 Zou’bi. 

The committee will hold three 
working sessions designed to 
bolster bilateral cooperation in 
economy, agricultural, trade, 
transport and irrigation, the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra, said. 

The agency said that the Jorda- 
nian side to the talks would in- 
clude the ministers of education, 
foreign affairs, information, pub- 
lic works and housing, industry 
and trade, and supply as well as 
toe Central Bank governor and a 
group of specialists. 

The Syrian side will include the 
ministers of economic affairs, 
agrarian reform, transport, eco- 
nomy and foreign trade, industry 
and foreign affairs. 

Jordan and Syria are undertak- 
ing joint economic endeavours 
and serving the cause of econo- 
mic integration between Arab 
countries. Among these ventures 
are: toe Industrial Free Zone 
Corporation, toe Jordan -Syrian 
Industry Company, toe Jordan- 
Syrian Land Transport Company 
and Jordan-Syrian Maritime 
Company. 

In 1985, Jordan supplied south- 
en parts of Syria with electricity 
in implementation of an agree- 
ment signed by the two countries 
in 1976. The two countries also 
signed an agreement in 1987 for 



■ V A ,-S ' . ■ 




mi i 




Zaid Rifai 

toe establishment of Ai Wahdah 
Dam on the Yarmouk River to 
harness water ■ for irrigating 

35,000 dunums of land in the 
Jordan Valley and 5,000 dunums 
of land in the high regions. The 
dam project will generate elec- 
tricity estimated at 18.800 mega- 
watts annually, of which 75 per 
cent will benefit Syria, and toe 
reservoir will supply nearly 50 
million cubic metres of water to 
the Amman area. 

Jordan and Syria are linked by 
a number of other agreements 
designed to bring about coordina- 
tion and increase cooperation in 
various fields. 

A joint committee has been 
holding meetings here on in toe 


Mahmoud AI Zou’bi 


past two days, preparing for the 
higher committee meeting. 

The preparatory committee 
Wednesday discussed in detail 
the Jordan-Syria Industry Com- 
pany and its affiliates. 

It also discussed Syrian-Jorda- 
nian cooperation in oil and gas 
and an exchange of expertise and 
studies fa this field. 

The Jordanian side was led by 
Ministry of Industry and Trade 
Secretary General Mohammad 
Saqqaf and the Syrian side was 
led by Mohammad Sharif, gov- 
ernor of toe Syrian Central Bank. 

Saqqaf and Sharif later briefed 
Minister of Industry and Trade 
Hamdi Tabbaa on the discus- 


4 more killed amid rising 
concern over Israeli tactics 


Authorities Wednesday dose q 
downtown Amman (Photo by Y| 

jani said in a statement issued 
later that violators of toe military 
governor’s order would be 
arrested and tried under martial 
law and be imposed with the 
strictest penality. Tbe minister 
said anyone caught tampering 
with the Kingdom’s economic 
security and financial and monet- 
ary stability would face tbe stric- 
test measures. 

Press briefing 

Explaining the background of 
tbe decision to journalists at a 
meeting held at the Information 


dob- bank moneychangers in 
>f AI ’Allan) 

astry, CBJ Governor Hussein 
J Qasem said toe moneychan- 
:rs “abused toe freedom given 
t them and conducted opera- 

E ns similar to those of commer- 
1 Hanks." 

ley maintained accounts in 
keign banks for illegal purposes 
h tous violated CBJ regula- 
Ins,” he added. He said 
tfiaeychaogers facilitated smug- 
9g of money outside toe coun- 
ts financed undeclared imports 
al settled invoices abroad, thus 
h*ing evasion of customs duties 
^income tax. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli forces shot 
dead a Palestinian in a prison 
protest Wednesday and three 
more died from army gunfire 
amid mounting controversy over 
Israel’s use of brutal force to 
crush the 14-month-old Palesti- 
nian uprising in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

The death toll was toe highest 
in one day for two months. 

It coincided with the start of a 
general strike by Palestinians to 
mark the beginning of toe I5to 
month of tbe uprising. 

The deaths followed charges by 
the U.S. State Departmeent that 
many of the 387 Palestinians kil- 
led had been shot unnecessarily. 

Former Israeli army chief 
Rafael Eitan supported toe U.S. 
charges, saying in a radio inter- 
view: “I toink the bloodshed was 
unnecessary.” 

Sources said that police killed 
one prisoner and wounded at 
least 19 people when inmates 
protested Wednesday at Megiddo 
prison after authorities cancelled 
a family visit. 

The prison bolds Palestinians 
detained for “anti-Israeli activi- 


ties." 

Hundreds of relatives tried to 
raise a Palestinian flag, smashed 
soldiers’ parked cars and blocked 
roads. Inside, prisoners battered 
down doors, stoned guard towers 
and tried to climb the prison 
fence, toe sources said. 

Military police opened fire, 
killing a prisoner from the West 
Bank town of Tulkarm and 
wounding others, they said. 

Paramilitary police using clubs 
and tear-gas battled toe relatives 
and arrested 40 people, sources 
said. 

On the West Bank, troops shot 
dead two Palestinian teenagers. 
Jamal Zakameh, 17, was shot in 
the village of Kabatiya during a 
clash between troops and stone- 
throwers. military sources said. 

Troops came under attack 
when they raided nearby Silato 
Al Harthiya and soldiers shot 
dead Than am Jaradat, 17, offi- 
cials at Jenin hospital reported. 

Another Palestinian, shot in a 
protest Tuesday, died of his 
wounds at an Israeli clinic, hos- 
pital officials said. 

The shootings followed the 
publication of a U.S. government 


report undermining Israeli De- 
fence Minister Yitzhak Rabin’s 
statements that the army only 
fired when “self-defence” made it 
essential. 

The revolt’s underground lead- 
ership ordered a general strike 
for Wednesday and Thursday to 
mark the start of the uprising's 
15to month and witnesses said the 
stoppage was being observed 
throughout the occupied terri- 
tories. 

Troops in the Gaza Strip 
clamped curfews on five of tbe 
region's eight refugee camps. 

The U.S. State Department’s 
1988 human rights report said the 
Israeli army, “caught by surprise 
and untrained and inexperienced 
in riot control, responded in a 
manner which led to a substantial 
increase in human rights viola- 
tions." 

Israel’s foreign ministry re- 
jected the charge, contending 
that the U.S. report did not take 
into consideration “the overall 
context of tbe events and the 
continuous provocation." 

Questioned in parliament 
Rabin refused to comment until 
he had read the report. 


new era 

.riSZ, Morocco (R) Bog 
Hassait su»d President Chadfi 
Jlcttfediil : ot Algeria agreed. 

' Wednesday to.buMa gas pipe- 
line across North Africa to 
JEnrope, symfrotismg a new era 
.cooperation between toe top- . 
iner rink 
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», Algeria signal 
of cooperation 


■snranait of afl Maghreb states 
next ereek; 

Ajoart statement said fee two 
. leaders . were convinced the 
meeting was “an important 
step towards the construction of 
grert Arab Maghreb,” — a 
sort of confederation expected 
to -be agreed at the summit. 

It nfd the visit had been 
marked by optimism and 


able settlement,” It said. 

The dispute b now in the 
hands of tbe Un ited Nations 
which plans to organise a ns 
feresadam in the former Spanish 
colony, although most analysts 
befieve there wifl be some sort 
of deal ahead of the vote. 

There was no reference to toe 
conffict in toe joint statement. 



Security Council urges 
Iran, Iraq to talk peace 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
The Security Council Wednesday 
called on Iran and Iraq to with- 
draw their troops to the border 
and release all prisoners of war, 
and it authorised U.N. 
peacekeepers to keep monitoring 
toe Gulf war truce. 

Tbe 15-member council voted 
unanimously to call upon the two 
states to “immediately implement 
Security Council resolution 598,” 
passed in 1987, which demands a 
cea sefir e, withdrawal, prisoner 
^chang e and peace talks. 

The resolution passed by tbe 
council also extended through 
Sept. 30 the mandate of toe U.N. 
Iran-Iraq Military Observer 
Group (UNIIMOG) of 350 
peacekeepers, who have moni- 
tored the fragile ceasefire that foil 
over the 1,180- kilometre battlef- 
ront last Aug. 3). 

Peace talks that opened in 
Geneva five days later im-. 
mediately deadlocked over Iraq’s 
demand that Iran consent to 
allow the dredging of the Shatt Al 
Arab waterway forming the 
southern border between their 
countries. 

■ Iran rejected any preconditions 


and insisted that toe next step 
must be tbe troop withdrawal. 
Iran says Iraq still occupies about 

1,000 square kilometres of Ira- 
nian territory. 

The foreign ministers of Iran 
and Iraq are expected to meet 
with Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar this week to 
discuss ways of breaking the 
deadlock and explore tbe possi- 
bility of a new round of direct 
peace talks. 

Iraqi Foreign Minister Tareq 
Aziz arrived early this week, and 
his Iranian counterpart, Ali 
Akbar Velayati, is expected to 
arrive Thursday evening. 

Velayati said in Tehran Mon- 
day that direct peace talks would 
begin soon but did not specify a 
date. 

Perez de Cuellar’s special rep- 
resentative to tbe peace talks, 
Swedish U.N. Ambassador Jan 
K. EKasson, visited Baghdad and 
Tehran in late January. 

Eliasson’s talks with senior Ira- 
nian and Iraqi officials produced 
no sign of progress on toe major 
stumbling blocks in the peace 
— freedom and navigation 
in toe Gulf or the Shatt AI Arab 



Tareq Am 

waterway; the exchange of 

100,000 prisoners of war; or with- 
drawal of military forces to the 
border. 

There was progress on lesser, 
‘confidence-building measures, 
and Perez de Cuellar reported to 
toe Security Council, that “I be- 
lieve that it is still possible to 
reach with toe two parties toe 
common understanding” that 
would lead to a comprehensive 
peace settlement. 

Iraq released about 250 sick 
and injured prisoners of war in 
January, a gesture Iran has not 
yet reciprocated. 
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Arab panel invite Lebanon 
clergy for meetiig in Kuwait 



Ar, Afghan soldier stands guard at a Kabul 
7^ vision store. Behind the troopers are women 


awaiting their turn for supplies in the shortage- 
plagued Afghan capital 


an relief airlift 


ISLAMABAD (Agencies) — An emergency U.N. 
rs’te? airlift to the battered and hungry Afghan 
capi'iaJ of Kabul was stalled because the plane's crew 
vrsj afraid to fly there, U.N. officials said 
Wednesday. 


The chartered Egypt air plane, 
peeked with 32 tons of emergency 
iuppiiss. sat on the tarmac at 
iyatnabad airport because the 
crew decided late Tuesday that 
ic:vr.ly in the besieged Afghan 
capita! was uncertain" one of the 
U..I officials explained. 

Rene Aibeck, external rela- 
iior* officer with a U.N. assfct- 
ar.ee programme for returning 
gl::.n war refugees, said "The 
c-. and airline called off the 
f7i^h» ... for security reasons.” 

: h- Bering 7U7 was scheduled 
*•? c.i!w off Tuesday. Sadruddirs 
. gnr-.han. head of the Refugee 
Assistance Programme, oversaw 
the loading of the plane. 

■■'mow we are working on the 
possibility of having another air- 
line Jo the job." Aibeck said. 
"V-’c have not dropped the idea 
of -he airlift. 

"There's no airlift that can take 
pte.C’u today ( Wednesday j but we 
arc hoping for an airlift tomor- 
row." he said. 

The supplies "are intended for 
the most vulnerable groups such 
as women, children and the elder- 
ly." he said. 

in Moscow, the TASS news 
agency quoted the Afghan army 
high command as threatening a 
fu''! attack if rebels tried to starve 
the v,-ipiiul into submission. 


By Michael Baftye 

Reuter 

ISLAMABAD — Afghan Mu- 
jyhtdeen. beset by religious, 
political and tribal differences, 
arc set to hold i.hcir most im- 
portant meeting, one which 
they and their friends hope will 
determine the future of Afgha- 
nistan. 

From the Afghan moun- 
tains. now Jeep in snow . where 
they have fnuohi the govern- 
ment army and ?. big Soviet 
force close to completing its 
withdrawal after nine unsuc- 
cessful years of war. come -he 
guerrilla commanders 

From Iran come representa- 
tives of the guerrillas of the 
minority Shi’iic sect of Islam 
based there. 

From Europe and the Un- 
ited Slates come prominent 
Afghans, including former 


France said a decision to supply 
emergency aid should be delayed 
until it was clear whether the aid 
would promote peace or simply 
help the Soviet backed govern- 
ment remain in power. 

Washington said badly needed 
food shipmenrs to hungry 
Afghan? could not get through 
unless ail parties in the civil war. 
including rebel forces, agreed to 
cooperate. 

The Boeing 7U7, carrying 32 
tonnes of milk powder, protein, 
vegetable oil. medicines and 
blankets, arrived in Islamabad 
Monday night. 

The Mujahedeen rebels, who 
have been fighting the Soviet- 
backed government in Kabul for 
the past 10 years, agreed not to 
attack U.N. flights into the 
Afghan capital, in exchange for a 
promise that U.N. conveys would 
bring supplies into guerrilla -held 
regions, officials in Geneva and 
New York said last week. 

"We have been all the time of 
the opinion, with the messages 
that we got. that it should be safe 
to fly into Kabul," Aibeck said. 

U.N. teams, monitoring an 
accord that provided for the with- 
drawal of more than 1OH.UU0 
Soviet soldiers from Afghanistan 
by Feb. 15. have made reguUr 
trips between Islamabad and 


ministers, who have long lived 
in exile. 

From Peshawar, the north- 
western Pakistan city crjmmed 
with refugees from a war in 
which a million people may 
have been killed, come the 
leaders of the best known 
Afghan political groups, an 
alliance from the majority Sun- 
ni sect i»f Islam. 

And from the capital. 
Kabul, the Mujahedeen hope, 
will come "good Muslims" — 
people connected with, but not 
prominent in the ruling Peo- 
ple's Democratic Party of 
Afghanistan (PDPA), a group 
the rebels reject as having no 
role in a future government. 

The tribes of Afghanistan, 
rarely amicable, will all be 
there when more than 500 de- 
legates sit down at the con- 
sultative council, or Shura, in 
Rawalpindi near Islamabad 


Kabul. 

About the time the airlift was 
scheduled to take off Tuesday 
morning, a DC-9 left Islamabad 
tor Kabul with a U.N. monitoring 
team on board, airport tower 
officials said. It returned to Pakis- 
tan later Tuesday. 


Shape or things 

"We can see these planes take 
off and return safely," Aibeck 
said. 

Several airlifts to Kabul are 
scheduled over the next week, 
but Aibeck said the success of the 
first flight will decide whether 
these plans go ahead. 

As the withdrawal deadline 
approaches, speculation is rising 
that the Kabul government. left 
on its own. could not protect the 
capital from rebel onslaughts. 

Hundreds of Soviet soldiers 
were still guarding the Kabul 
3irport to safeguard the emergen- 
cy airlift to suplies, Soviet offi- 
cials said. 

Kabul airport has frequently 
been attacked by the Mujahe- 
deen during their nine year war 
against the Afghan government 
and their Soviet backers, who 
used it as a base for warplanes 
and helicopters. 

W r ith just one week to go be- 
fore r he last Soviet troops are due 
to leave Afghanistan. TASS said 
rebels were again attacking food 
and fuel convoys travelling to 
Kabul along the Salang Highway. 


BEIRUT (AP) — An Arab 
League committee entrusted with 
finding a settlement of the consti- 
tutional crisis in Lebanon 
Wednesday formally invited the 
country's spiritual leaders to a 
meeting in Kuwait Feb. 20. 

Grand Mufti Hassan Khaled, 
the Sunni Muslim leader, the 
Shi’ite Muslims' spiritual leader. 
Sheikh Mohammad Mehdi Sham- 
seddin, and Sheikh Mohammad 
Abu Shakra of the Druze com- 
munity received their invitations 
Wednesday, aides said. 

Kuwait's ambassador to Syria, 
Ahmad AJ Jassem, drove from 
Damascus to Beirut earlier in the 
day to deliver the invitations. 

He was’ expected to meet later 


with the Maronite atholic pat- 
riarch, Nasrallah Sf, at his seat 
in Bkirki, in the Ostian heart- 
land north of Bein to hand him 
the invitation. 

But the rightist :oice of Leba- 
noin radio stationWed an un- 
named Christian as saying 
Sfeir would assi • an aide’ to 
represent him the Kuwait 
talks. It did nesay why the 
patriarch would J t go himself. 

The six-mem - r committee, 
headed by K‘ - aiti Foreign 
Minister Sheikhabah AI Jaber 
AJ Sabah, was snip in T unis last 
month during^ emergency 
meeting of Ar foreign minis- 
ters. 

They are trvg to end a five- 


month political crisis that is thre- 
atening Lebanon with formal 
partition after the emergence of 
rival civilian and military 
cabinets. 

French emissary Jean-Francois 
Deniaii, who concluded a four- 
day visit to Beirut Wednesday, 
tot'd reporters that he believed 
the Arab committee could “help 
in settling the pending questions, 
but the overall solution to the 
crisis should come from the 
Lebanese themselves." 

"The Lebanese should depend 
on themselves to find the proper 
solutions to their problems. It is 
essential to elect a president as 
soon as possible ro prevent parti- 
tion." he said. 


Velayati says lrai and Britain 
should cooperate to free hostage 


LONDON (Agencies) — Iranian 
Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati said that Britain and 
Iran should try to secure the 
release of hostages in Lebanon. 

"All of us should try for the 
release of each other's hostages, 
irrespective of nationality," he 
said after an hour-long meeting 
with Foreign Secretary Sir Geof- 
frey Howe Tuesday. 

But the Foreign Office said 
Velayati stonewalled renewed 
British urgings to help free Bri- 
tons held in Tehran and 
Lebanon. 

“He said he had nothing new to 
report," said a Foreign Office 
spokesman, who by custom was 
not identified. 

Velayati told reporters the hos- 
tages were not specifically discus- 
sed but he noted that Britain and 
Iran had already asked each other 
for help in securing the release of 
iheir respective hostages. 

Howe pressed Velayati to use 


his influenceo secure freedom 
for British hedges believed held 
by pro-Irani extremist groups- 
in Beirut, ie foreign office 
spokesman id. 

But Velab had no new in- 
formation » British captives 
Terry Wait the archbishop of 
Canterbury special envoy, tele- 
vision jounlist John McCarthy, 
and Belf-t teacher Brian 
Keenan, bo has dual Irish 
nation alit\ the spokesman said. 
They are iiong 15 Western hos- 
tages in -irui, including nine 
Arne near 

Iran h; previously asked for 
British hp in tracing four Ira- 
nians wh disappeared in Leba- 
non soir years ago. 

The Feign Office spokesman 
said Ho; reiterated British con- 
cern o r : businessman Roger 
Cooper jailed in Tehran for 
more im three years without 
trial oicharges of spying. The 
Iraniarnterior minister has said 


that Cooper will be punished 
under Islamic law. 

Another Briton jailed in 
Tehran, Nicholas Nicola, was re- 
leased last month after Britain 
reopened its embassy in Iran. 
Britain has withdrawn all its di- 
plomats 18 months earlier in a 
dispute which began after British 
police arrested an Iranian diplo- 
mat on shoplifting charges. 

The talks also covered develop- 
ments in Afghanistan and Leba- 
non and the prospect of improved 
trade contacts between Britain 
and Iran, the spokesman said. 

About 60 Iranian demonstra- 
tors gathered near the Foreign 
Office to protest against 
Velayati’s visit, some carrying 
slogans attacking Iran's spiritual 
leader Ayatollah Ruhoilah 
Khomeini. 

Police reported no trouble and 
said the demonstrators later dis- 
persed quietly. 


Khomeini grants amnesty 
for dissideit prisoners 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran’s spiritual 
leader Ayatollah Ruhoilah 
Khomeini has agreed to an 
amnesty for political prisoners, 
Tehran Radio said Wednesday. 

The radio quoted Khomeini as 
urging the families of those re- 
leased to keep them out of furth- 
er troubles, indicating that the 
measure applied mainly to young 
members of left-wing opposition 
parties, called grouplets in Iran. 

It said 900 prisoners would be 
excluded from the amnesty, 
which marks the 10th anniversary 
of Khomeini's revolution. The 
most recent official figure for 
political prisoners in Iran, made 
public a year ago. put their num- 
ber at about 9.000. 

The measure was proposed by 


Integence (Internal Security) 
Min er Mohammad Mohamma- 
di Jyshahri. who said armed 
oppsition groups no longer 
posl a threat to the country. 

7e radio, monitored in Cyp- 
rusdid not give the terms of the 
anesty or the number of prison- 
enffected but Reyshahri said all 
b» 900 “grouplet prisoners" 
wild benefit. There was no 
nation of repentance, a condi- 
tii previously observed in par- 
ching individual political pris- 
cers. 

“I. hope the respected families 
• grouplet prisoners will advise 
ieir children not to take actions 
hitfi would cause inconvenience 
jrthemselves and their relatives 
gain," Khomeini said in reply to 
Reyshahri. 


He also said officials should 
treat the amnestied prisoners 
kindly and find jobs for them. 

The London-based Amnesty 
International and other human 
rights organisations have accused 
Iran of executing more than a 
thousand, political prisoners, in- 
cluding women and Muslim 
clergymen,", oyer the past six 
months. 

An Iranian official said a year 
ago three were 9.000 political 
prisoners in Iranian jails. Opposi- 
tion groups put. the number in 
tens of thousands. 

Hundreds of non-political pris- 
oners have been freed or had 
their sentences reduced this 
month to mark the 10th 
anniversary of the revolution. 


gathering crucial tor Afghan future 


Friday for three days of talks 
designed to produce an interim 
government. 

"The Shura is the definitive 
event for the future," a West- 
ern diplomat said, "therefore 
the srakes are very high and 
the tensions are very high." 

"The have to find a minimal- 
ly acceptable solution, mini- 
mally threatening to each 
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"If they can Find an interim 
government which people can 
support, it will reduce the pos- 
sibility of deep divisions in the 
alliance which could ultimately 
lead to civil war." 

A successful Shura, experts 
say, would provide a credible 
negotiating partner in any 
efforts ro persuade the Kabul 


government of President Na- 
jibullah, who has vowed not to 
surrender, to hand over power. 

It should help encourage 
Afghan soldiers to desert and 
weaken Kabul's apparent re- 
solve. 

Pakistan Prime Minister Be- 
nazir Bhutto, in an interview 
with Reuters Monday, said 
Afghanistan’s future depended 
on the Shura's success in pro- 
ducing a credible interim gov- 
ernment and she backed tin 
Mujahedeen exclusion of th> 
PDPA. 

It was up to them to decid 
who should attend, she sai< 
“It’s their country. They ha' 
fought the war. They ha* ' 
given their lives in ths . 
struggle.” 

Rift within r anks 

But it is going to be far fray 


easy. The Shura has already 
been postponed once because 
the Iran-based Shi’ites 
threatened to boycott it unless 
they were given double the 60 
seats offered by the seven- 
party Sunni alliance based in 
Peshawar. 

Only Monday did the 
Shi'ites agree to take 80 seats 
and attend. 

To complicate matters, four 
of the Peshawar seven say they 
are determined that the Shura 
approve an interim govern- 
ment under fundamentalist 
Ahmad Shah set up last year. 

The three more moderate 
Peshawar parties say they are 
equally determined that the 
Ahmad Shah government be 
replaced by a broader- based 
and more moderate group. 

“There is a real possibility 
that if it comes down to the 
wire, the moderates could walk 


out." said a Western expert on 
Afghanistan. 

But then, no one can be sure 
of what will happen when the 
Shura meets. 

Experts say a traditional 
Afghan meeting is designed to 
bring together people of sta- 
ture and although each of the 
seven Peshawar groups has 
selected 60 delegates, none can 
be sure its people will follow 
the party line. 

"People traditionally repre- 
sent their tribes and their re- 
gions, but they also speak for 
themselves and usually a con- 
sensus emerges around good 
ideas well represented,” said 
one expert who asked not to be 
identified. 

"Whether that will be the 
way it will work at the Shura, 
nobody knows,” he said. “But 
a lot of Afghanistan’s friends 
are hoping so.” 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 

Iraq recalls Popular Army from froijt -v 

BAGHDAD (R) — - Iraq is to pull its para-nnlitary “Popular 
Army" back from the Gulf war front by the end of next month, 
the weekly Alif-ba reported Wednesday. It quoted^, anpys 
commander. Taha Yassin Ramadan, as saving: “WeTOBgt- 
the withdrawal of all Popular Army units, which exceed .100, Worn - 
the warfront by the end of March.” He did not say haw.many men 
would be withdrawn, but official figures had pot at- around: 
100,000 the number of Popular Army men deployed at Bie^rooL 
The army has a total of 650.000 recruits. News of the withdrawal - 
followed an earlier decision to stop accepting new recruits Tor 
the para-military force after Iraq’s eight-year-long war -with IsSn- 
ended with a ceasefire last August. . 2 

Anderson's sister visits Syria 

DAMASCUS (R) — The sister of U.S. hostage Teny Andersoa,' 
held in Lebanon for nearly four years, has arrived in Damascus in • 
a fresh effort to. seek his release. Peggy ,Say . told, reporters. 
Tuesday on arrival that she was ready t o mee t anyone and go. 
anywhere to help secure her journalist brother's release. Syria, 
the main foreign power-broker in Lebanon, has helped gain the 
release of some hostages there, and its leaders have repeatedly 
said they were working hard to free all captives. Anderson, 
Middle East Bureau chief of the AP, was kidnapped -in the 
Lebanese capital March 16, 1985. Sixteen otherWestemere-are 


Syrian officials as yet. She did not say wbetber^she woidd Tneet:’. 
Lebanese officials but said she wanted to send a " message of 
gratitude to Sheikh Mohammad Hussein Fadlallah , mentor of the 
pro-Iranian Hizbollah (Party of God) mihtia, . beKeved to .be . 
holding the hostages. . 

Hammadi trial to hearmore witnesses 

FRANKFURT (R ) — The judge in the triai of Lebanese hijacker - 
Mohammad Ali Hamadi said Wednesday, he would . call more 
witnesses of the seizure of a U.S. airliner, "and was immediately 
criticised for prolonging the hearing. Judge Heirier Mueckenber- 
ger toid the court trying Hamadi for air piracy and - murder" that as 
the identity of some 10 Greek passengers aboard the June" 1985 
flight had now been established he: would summon ffiem. as 
witnesses as a precautionary measure. The attorney representing 
the parents of a U.S. navy dtvef shoot dead on board the hijacked 
TWA airliner, criticised the proloriging.of the trial, which began 
last July and is scheduled to last until April at least. “J wonder 
whether our duty to seek clarification demands that each of the 
passengers be cross-examined," lawyer Rainer Hamm told the 
court. More than 30 of the 153 passengers and crew have testified. 
Several have refused to appear. Hamadi baa' admitted hijacking 
but denies murder* saying his accomplice who is still af large was 
the killer. The defendant must prove he played no part in die 
murder to avoid the maximum sentence of life imprisonment, 

13 hurt in Lebanon clash 

BEIRUT (AP) — Lebanese soldiers and rightist militiamen 
Tuesday fought with ski-sticks on the snow-blanketed jEnouritarns 
of north Lebanon.- Military sources said- 13 people were injured. - 
The sources, speaking on condition of anonymity, said the clash 
broke out over ski-traffic priority on the slopes of the winter 
resort town of Oyoun El Sim an in the Christian heartland 40 
kilometres northeast of Beirut. An officer of the Lebanese 
Forces," tfie rigtitists’ maTn militia" tried to jump the line for 
ski-lifts with his escort, despite shouted warnings that he should 
keep back, oiie source said. "When he refused to heed ihe 
warning, the quarrel erupted. Soldiers and militiamen hit each 
other with ski-sticks without using any firearms," the source said. 

It was the first such incident between units of the mostly 
Christian-officered Lebanese Army and the Lebanese Forces. But 
the source said the quarrel was. “spontaneous with- no political 
significance.'” " - : ' ^ 

Beirut bomb wounds four 

BEIRUT (R) — A bomb wounded four Lebanese civilians near a 
Syrian checkpoint in west Beirut late Tuesday, police said. Syrian 
soldiers manning the checkpoint in the Abu Chaker residential 
area escaped injury. 

Evren to visit 3 Aslan states 

ANKARA (AP) — President Kenan Evren will make official 
visits to Pakistan, Malaysia and India this month, the Foreign 
Ministry announced Wednesday. The announcement said Evren 
will fly ro Pakistan Feb. 16 and then proceed to Malaysia Feb. 19. 
The president’s visit in India is scheduled for Feb. 22-26, it added. 

Soviets to build station in Iraq 

aone'foT? ( ^7^ and Iraqi min . isteI5 laid the foundation 
ELJ- 5?. , P°* er “etion south of Baghdad 
according to the Iraqi News Agency (INA) said. The 1 6SfL 

£££. ssssswui &£s I 

Minister Issara Abdul Rahim A I C‘h*i,>k- Oil 

situation in the world oil market an^SenfrontaS 6 ^^ the " 

Prince Charles to visit Saudi Arabia 

statement said. The statement, carried by the Saudi P^c a ^ " 
Tuesday evening and received in Cypra ' 

would visit Saudi Arabia for three da\£ 2rti?5*? U, £ e «P iaite * 7 
invitation of Crown Prince Abdull^^^Snr^? 17 31 % 
Princess Diana would accompany her' husband Sa> 7 f ' 

last visited the kingdom in November 

brother. Defence Minister Prince Sultan. recaved by his . 


J©S©AW TELEVISION 

Tel: 77JUI-I9 

PROGRAMME ONE 

15:38 Kotan 

15:40 Programme review 

1S:45 Children programme 

16; JS Local programme 

17i3® Programme on Jordan 

1S:W News for the Deal 

?&20 Local programme 

13:50 “AJph" 

iWS Health programme 

IfcH Programme review 

rOrCO News in Arabic 

20*J8 Local senes 

21 JO Programme review 

21:48 Programme on Islamic art* 

22:33 Arabic Hint 

23d3l News summary in Arabic 

ifclO Rim t could. J 

PROGRAMME TWO 

La Babv Siner 

IHtSU A variety programme 

1P:I18 News in French 

19:15 La Vie En Panne 

19:50 News in Hebrew 

29:45 Varieties 

News in Arabic 

29:30 Bill Cosby Show 

23:10 Beauty and the Beast 

22: W News in English 

22:20 .. Feature film: “Rear Window" 

nSAYER TUBES 

05:82 Fajr 

06:21 (Sunrise) Duiu 


IJ-50 Dhuhr 

14:52 Asr 

l":19 Maghreb 

18:37 -Isha 

CHURCHES 

Assemblies o t God Church, Tci. 
632785. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624510. 
Church of the Annunciation Tci. 
637440. 

De la SaDc Church Tci. 661757 
TcnasamLa Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the Annunciation Tci. 
623541. 

Anglican Church Tei. 625383. Tei. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tci. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tei. 
775261. 

SL Ephraim Churrfa Tel. 771751. 
Amman International Church Tel. 
685326. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
81 12*15 

Rainbow Congregation Tel, 822605. 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Tel. 815817. 821264 

WEATHER 

Bulk-tin supplied by the Department of 
Mctcorofopy. 

It will be partly doudy with a chance 
for scattered rain in the southern re- 
gion of the country. Winds will be 


DAILY GUIDEAND CALENDAR 


southeasterly becoming southwesterly 
moderate. In Aqaba, it will be partly 
doudy wirh northerly moderate wind 
and cairn sea. 

Min ./max. temp. 

Amman 2/14 

Aqaba 10/21 

Deserts 1 t 16 

Jordan Valley 0 / 23 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 15. Aqaba 20. Humidity readings: 
Amman 18 per cent. Aqaba 27 per 
com. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Ibrahim Abu Hamid 677436 

Dr. Yahya Abdul Rahim 736074 

Dr. Ahmed Ottoman 796384 

Dr. Mahmoud Al A wad 741391 

Pitas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

NairouUi pharmacy 623672 

Al Sal am pharmacy — ..... 63b730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

ShmcBani pharmacy 637660 

IRE Oh 

Dr. Mahmoud Khalil i— J 


Al Sharaa' pharmacy 19C3S) 

ZARQAr 

Dr. Mufccd Damra (—) 

Kbalifch pharmacy j54E7 

EMERGENCIES 

Civil Defence Department 6111 1 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue i3034l 

Cavil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111337777 

Fire Brigade 8090193 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police *639071 

Public Security Department 

65600T 685111 

Hold Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) — 12 

Overseas Calls 17 

Central Amman Tdephoe 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repain. 661101 

Jordan Tdevisioa 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan 'Electricity Auihoiy ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 


RJ Flight Information 08*53200 

Queen Alia InU. Airport 08-52000 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre .... 
Khabdi Maternity, i. Ann 
AJcDch Maternity , J. Ann. . 
Jabal Amman Maternity .... 

MaDias. J. Amman 

Palestine. Shnteisani 

Shmcisaui Hospital 

University Hospital 

Al-Muasher Hospital 

Hie Islamic, Abdali 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 

Italian. Al-Mufaajreen 

ALBashir, J. Ashxafieb 

Army, Marita 

Queen Aha Hospital 

Antal Hospital 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

Zarqa National Hospital - 
IbnSina Hc&pil&l 

IRJUD; 

Princess Basina Hospital - 
Greek Catholic Hospital 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

AQABA: 

P rin cess Hayo Hospital .... 


813813/32 
. 644281/6 
. 642441/2 
.... 642362 
.... 636140 
. 664171/4 
....669131 
.... 845845 
. 667227/9 
666127/37 
. 664164/6 
. 777101/3 
775111/26 
891611/15 
602240*50 
.... 674155 


jooiwoTi 

(09)986732 

1021275555 

(02) 272275 
(021247100 

(03) 314111 


MARKET PRICES 


Uppcr/towct price in Bis per kg. 

Apple 500 / 450 

Banana 350 / 300 

Banana (Mukaramar) 300/250 

Beans 650/550 

Broad beans 800 / 700 

Cabbage 180/ 140 

Carrots 240/200 

Cauliflower 230/ 180 

Cucumbers 650 / 550 

Dales 600 / 500 

Eggplant 230 / 180 

■Gariic 250 / 200 

Grapefruit 220 / 180 

Lemon 250 / 200 

Lettuce (per one) ISO / 100 

Marrow (large) 420/360 

Marrow (small) 540/480 

Orange (Shammouti) 440/380 

Orange (local) 270/200 

Onion (dry) 220/160 

Onion (green) 300 / 240 

PepperThot) 700 / 600 

Pepper (sweet) 550/ 450 

Potato 240 / 200 

Spinach - 150/100 

Mandarin 370 / 300 

Tomatoes 200/140 

FOB THE TRAVELLER 

QU EE ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This lufennauon is supplied br Royal I&55 

Jordanian / RJ)- information ‘ depart-' 19:15 

men/ at the Queen Alia international 2<fcOO 

Airport Tcf. (08153200-5. where it 00:25 

should always be verified. 

DEI 

ARRIVALS Roy 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Right* (Ter 

(Terminal 1) ' 

SI® Aqaba (RT) Uh40 

Damascus (RJ) I0s45 

Joldah ^RJ) li-ie 

Dubai. Aba Dhabi (RJ) 12:15 

Doha, Bahrain (RJ) liiq 

Dhahran. Kuwai, JrjT JfcJi 

}£?! Catania (RJ) 20:1* 

17 JO .... New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 20:15 

JZi*® Athens (RJ) 2flb20 

!ES v 

Baghdad (RJ) Qtht 

Other Rights (Terminal 2 ) 8*20 

J?}* _KU>wwi(TU) JSJ 

M***. Bahrain (GF). !£“ 

17:09 BuchiSraoJ J* 1 * 5 

■ 18ffi5 Qdro CMS) 

-.-JS® g* 


Amsterdam, Istanbul (KU 

SbOO Frankfurt (LH) 

London, Cairo (BA) 

DEPARTURES 

*6:55 , 

HMO ; •""■ ^S^STKJ) 

Mk45 - I npohfRjy 


v~.AIwb(RJ) 

(RJ)' - 

Rwk(RJ), 



Abu Dbabi ; Kuwait (KB 


■ — 1 

- Vienna, Mianffi 

Jeddafa? 

— “ AJiirOf 

DubavMdscali 


nighta fr ernknaf^ 

1^30 

15589 

_tfe4g Ahtara.Inanbal CCK 

18:15 ^■-•‘ 5 ^^- 

19--35 
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HMQfe gNoar 

"Vf.,' is-Jlc'.-sit,- *-.’*£. ' 


; AMMAN (J»T.) — Her Majesty 
itjwtfl Noor Wednesday visited 
•' Jordan U uive c uty of Scfeoce 
aed Technology (JUST) where 
.'die toured Ae new feriWes at. 
.the imfrerstty «md was briefed 
'■SO file accomplishments of the 
-different colleges there. 

' Qneen Noor agre ed to spoo- 
sor a number of nardng stu- 
dents at'tbe university. 

■' The president of JUST, 
£aad AjknxiL announced that 
Che university -wffl establish a 
M Queea Noor' Architecture 
yXwartF* which wDl be pre- 
J$enfed to the best architecture 
every year. 
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NATIONAL news in brief 


PRINCE MOHAMMAD CONDOLES: His Royal Highness 
Prince Ma&unmad has delegated the director of his office to convey 
his condolences to Al Baqa’tn family on the death of late Hadba* 
Yousuf- r Ai RaWaiit AI Baqa’in. (Petra) 

CABINET ENDORSES PACT: The Cabinet has endorsed the 
. exchaog: <of the minutes of understanding with the West German 
government, the minutes provide for supplying DM Z.3 million in 
aid to .firiaridcrTJoriJan, VaUey Authority projects. (Perra) 

NEW MAYORS APPOINTED: The Cabinet Wednesday endorsed 
the appointees t-oLNaser Isata’il Qasem as raauor of Hof a in the 
Irbid Govemorate. and Sa’id Mohammad Qudab as mayor of Ain 
Jaruia iii AjloTm cfistricf. (Petra) 

ODER, OASEM TO ATTEND RABAT TALKS: Finance and 
Oustoriis Minister Hanna Odefa and Central Bank Governor Hussein 
AI Qasem 'will represent Jordan to the four-day 13th annual meeting 
of the Council of Governors of the Islamic Development Bank which 
'will convene in Rabat on. Feb. 20. The conferees wiO discuss the 
bank’splans for\1989. (Petra) 

MEDICAL COUNCIL EXAMINATION: Health Minister Dr. 
Zuhair Malhas Wednesday chaired a meeting ofthe Jordan Medical 
Council (JMC). It was agreed, during the meeting, to hold the JMC 
examination twice a year. (Petra) 

HAJ HASSAN DECEIVES IRAQI AIDE: Transport and Tele- 
communications Minister Khiled A1 Ha; Hassan Wednesday discus- 
sed -with : Iraqi Ministry of Transport and Telecommunications 
Undersecretary Khahid AI Samarra’i means for developing transport 
-between the two countries. (Petra) ... • 

ENCOURAGING INVESTMENT: Industry and Trade Minister 
. Hamdr AlTabbaaWednesday chaired a meeting of the Investment 
EnoHirageraent ■ Osnunittee- The committee discussed means to 
encourage investment m Jordan. (Petra) 

ASSAD RECEIVES QATARI ENVOY: Minister of Higher 
Education Nassereddin AI Assad Wednesday, received Qatari 
Ambassador in Amman Sheikh Mubarak Ibn Naser AI Kuwwari. 
During the meeting, they discussed means to bolster cooperation, 
scientific research, W increasing the number of Jordanian students 
pureuihg studies irrQatar. (Petra) 

HMOUDTO ATTEND GENEVA TALK$: Minister of Municipal 
- and Rural Affairs and the En vironment Marwan AI Hmoud will lead 
the Jordanian delegation tothe United Nations Conference on 
■ Enviroranent which is scheduled to begin in Switzerland on March 
20. Thfe: cartfeipegce will- discuss iniTemationaJcooperation dealing 
with the e nvu oo ment. (Petra) : l -\ 

NHF HONOURS LATTA: The Noor AI Hussein Foundation 
(NH^ ^Wednesday honoured David Latta, the British Council’s 
repre^niafive in Azniririn 7 on the occasion of the end of his tour of 
duty irithe country wfakir lasted more than four years; NHF Director 
General In’am AI ^ Mufti- delivered a .speech expressing the founda- 
tion’s appreciation for the British Council ’s assistance to the NHfs 
programmes, egjcdffly the Jubilee School and paid tribute to Mrs. 
Latta for tier useftd^opdsals to promote the Jerash Festival of Ait 
and Culture.' (Petra) ; . .. 

SKI TTEAMTOft W In accordance with the 

directives: of Chief Chamberlain Prince Ra’d Ibn Zaid. a ski team 
comprising mentally retarded students was -formed at Nazek AI 
Hariri Special Training Centre for the Handicapped. (Petra) 


12^VEA^rAGO TODAY: Toddy, Feb.9, 1989, marks 
(he 12th anniversary rtf the death of the bte Queen Aha AI 
• gussria : Th e hte()tow &d as the resnJtaf an airplane accident 
whOefblfB&XK a duty call in service ofthe Jordanian i people. She is 
the mother of Her R^d Harness Princess Haya tint AI Hnssdn 
and. His; Royal JBE^ness Prince Afi ibn AI Hnasem. 


se m inar on pollution 


AMMAN (Petra: J T) — The 
University ofJordan win organise 
a seminar bit' the pblllitJon of the 
eaviiooBvent widrcbemical subst- 
ances which - wiir open here on 
Feb.^26.' — l' •>; 2- - : • ■ 

A university spokesman said 
that the seminar will discuss sob- 
jects related to those substances 
that cpold cause cancer and con-, 
taminate fpodstHff, such as pesti- 
cide's,' and-, substances which 
poison the atmosphere and con- 

lammaffr-wafor, - .... ...... 

Also to be discussed is the 
question' of euvirohment pollu- 
bou- by factory waste and factory 


and car fumes; the spokesman 
noted. 

He said that the seminar, which 
will be organised in cooperation 
with the Goethe institute, aims to 
Spread awareness among the 
members of the public about the 
pollution and means of avoiding 
its dangers. - 

Taking part in the three-day 
seminar will be a group of special- 
ists in the pollution field from 
West Germany and the Universi- 
- ty of Jordan, as well as specialists 
from-the Ministry of Agriculture 
and the Royal Scientific Society. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following HsHogs arc compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily - Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time smd place with the concerned institutions. 

exhibitions 

The Arafe fainfe CThtWriw i that includes books on different 
topics at Yarmook University. ..... 

Jr An. eihibkiofl of Korean photos, books and handicrafts at the 
^ ^Roysd C^dturiQ Centre. 

☆ An iort eshlbition by Nnl and Emanuel Gnqosrian at Abdul- 
, . Jj^iuid. Sbrnnan Fosndafion — p jh. - 

An eadul^on of fitbographies by. French artist Jean-Paul 
Glaring At the French Cnttoral Centre. 

A* The Arab Carfeaqwrary Artiste exhibition at AI Wasiii 






<■ A C3m atitiUd “The RgEasy” vrindi Is shown as part of the 
Amrtican Centre’s 1989 film festival at the Royal Cultural 
- Centre .— 840 p.tnl . 

A SpidEiish' {ttfitied Tasio whteh is shown as part of the 
Eardpcan FHn> Week at . tbe Royxd Culbiral Centre — Friday 

• r — t ■ --- -- • 

* A feature Sm entiticd M Qn GoMed Pond” at the American 

, ... .. .. 



Lawzi receives outgoing Chinese envoy 


Upper House of Parliament Speaker Ahmad 
Lawzi Wednesday received China’s Ambassador 
in Amman Titan g Thwi at the end of his tour of 
duty. During the meeting, Lawzi praised the 


ambassador’s efforts to develop Jordanian- 
Chinese relations. The talks dealt with coopera- 
tion particularly in the field of parliamentary 
affairs. (Petra photo) 


Expatriates to take most 
at projected private 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordanian ex- 
patriates will be given the lion's 
share in the number of seats at 
the projected private university 
which is to be established within 
the Greater Amman region, 
according to Dr. Seif AI Wadi A 1 
Rumeihi, the general coordinator 
for the new university. 

Nearly 90 per cent of the seats 
will be assigned for children of 
Jordanian expatriates, a move 
that will ensure an inflow of 
between JD 300 to JD 500 million 
in foreign currency into Jordan 
on an annual basis, Rumeihi said 
in a statement published in Sawt 
AI Shaab daily. 

The university’s initial capital is 
expected to be JD 10 million of 


which the expatriates are ex- 
pected to provide JD 5 million. 
Rumeihi noted. 

But, he said, the expatriates 
have only provided JD 2.3 million 
so far- and these came from those 
expatriates living and working in 
Kuwait, the United Arab Emi- 
rates and Saudi Arabia. 

As soon as the expatriates pay 
up their expected share the door 
will be open for registration, and 
this could take place by the end of 
the coming month, Rumeihi 
noted. 

He painted out that the broad- 
tines for the university's program- 
mes and the essential infrastruc- 
ture for the new project have 
already been laid and study could 


slart by January 1990. 

He said that though the uni- 
versity will be located within the 
Amman region, it could have 
branches in Zarqa, Irbid and 
Mafraq. 

Rumeihi noted that the idea of 
a private university was endorsed 
by the Jordanian expatriates con- 
ferences held in Amman over the 
past years. 

Registration in the new uni- 
versity, he said, would be in 
accordance with regulations set 
by the Ministries of Education 
and Higher Education but the 
private university will have to 
organise entrance examinations 
for its students. 


500 Palestinians killed by Israelis 
since start of uprising, report says 


AMMAN (Petra) — Nearly 500 
Palestinians were killed and 1,350 
others injured since the start of 
the uprising in the occupied Arab 
territories, according to a report . 
released Wednesday by the Fore- 
ign Ministry’s Department of 
Palestinian Affairs. 

The report said that 285 
Palestinians have been detained 
under the occupation laws in the 
West Bank ami the Gaza Strip 
and the Israeli courts issued prison 
sentences to 156 others — rang- 
ing between three to six months 


— during the past month. ^ 
January also witnessed the ex- 
pulsion of 15 Palestinians and'the 
demolition of 46 Arab homes in 
the occupied lands, the -report 
added.' * - - 

The report, which coincided 
with the start of the uprisings 
15th month, said that the Israeli 
authorities have maintained -^ 
policy of confiscating Arab lands 
and building Jewish settlements. 

It said that a total of 3,297 
dunums of land in four West 
Bank villages were seized and 


Israeli forces uprooted 17,000 
olive trees in five other villages in 
the area. 

Furthermore, the Israeli au- 
thorities have continued to im- 
pose heavy taxes on merchants, 
confiscated identity cards and 
blocked entrances to towns and 
villages, the report noted. 

It said that curfews are con- 
stantly being imposed on towns 
and refugee camps in West Bank 
and Gaza Strip areas, and people 
in many areas are forbidden to 
travel. 


Exports increase 27.5% in first 
10 months Of *88 compared to ’87 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan ex- 
ported national products worth. 
JD 248 million in the first 10 
months of 1988 thus registering 
27.5 per cent increase over those 
of the same period of 1987, 
according to a statistical bulletin 
issued by the Department of Ska-, 
tistics Wednesday. 

But the bulletin added that the 
amounts of reexported products 
in foe same period declined by 
45.3 per cent over figures given in 
the first 10 months of 1987 largely 
because in 1987 an aircraft owned 
by Royal Jordanian, the national 
airline, was reexported. 


The bulletin said that the total 
amounts of reexported goods in 
the first 10 months of 1988 
amounted to JD 30.9 million 
against JD 56.5 million in the 
same period of the previous year. 

The report also revealed that 
Jordan's total imports of foreign 
commodities between January 
and October 1988 amounted to 
JD 787.1 million against JD 704.8 
million in the previous year thus 
registering an increase of 11.7 per 
cent. 

The bulletin said Jordan ex- 
ported JD 31.7 million worth of 
national products to various 


countries during October 1988, 
campared with JD 25.5 million in 
■the same month of 1987, thus 
registering an increase of 24.3 per 
tent. 

' It said that reexported products 
in the same month of 1988 drop- 
ped by 41 .9 per cent in compari- 
son with those reexported in 
October 1987. 

- But the bulletin pointed out 
that Jordan's imports of foreign 
products during October 1988 
amounted to JD 83.9 million 
compared to JD 91.2 million in 
tlje same month of 1987, a decline 
of nearly eight per cent. 


Prime Ministry instructs 
departments to confine 
official travel to RJ 


AMMAN (Petra) — A communique issued by the 
Prime Ministry Wednesday instructed all govern- 
ment departments to arrange for officials travelling 
abroad on official business to fly Royal Jordanian 
(RJ). 


The communique referred to 
earlier official statements to the 
effect and said that all employees 
of government departments, pub- 
lic institutions, municipalities and 
companies in which the govern- 
ment participates as well as spe- 
cialists who are invited here on 
business at government expense 
should travel on RJ flights. 

It said that purchases by gov- 
ernment departments and public 
institutions should also be ship- 
ped on board RJ aircraft. 

It said that the measures are 
being taken in view ofthe need to 
support Jordanian national in- 
stitutions and to avoid payment 
of foreign currency to foreign 
companies. 

The communique said also that 
all public institutions and com- 
panies in which the treasury par- 
ticipates and foreign companies. 


•which draw up contract with the 
government to carry out projects, 
should arrange for their person- 
nel and their cargo to fly via RJ. 
and this should be explicitly 
seated in contracts drawn up be- 
tween the public sector and the 
other parties. 

The communique listed the in- 
structions as follows: 

1- Government employees and 
foreign experts travelling at the 
government's expense, and 
purchases associated with public 
sector departments should be car- 
ried on board RJ. 

Violators of the law will have 
to bear the cost of tickets and the 
shipment fares. Other airlines 
could be accepted for travel if 
souftes other than the treasury or 
public organisations are footing 
the bill, and when these sources 
insist on a special arrangement 


for particular reasons. 

Other airlines could be 
accepted for travel or shipment if' 
arrangements are done in this 
matter by RJ. either because no 
seats are available on board RJ 
planes or if travel is done to 
destinations not serviced by the 
national airline company. 

2- Royal Jordanian should 
arrange for officials to travel on 
the shortest possible routes and 
for the least possible cost to 
reduce expenses. 

RJ should arrange for officials 
to travel on other airlines only 
when RJ has no flights to the 
required destination, or if the 
dates between the start and end 
of the official trip exceeds 48 
hours. 

RJ should ensure the shipment 
of purchases for public sector 
departments on board its planes 
or other airlines if need be and 
for the lowest possible cost. 

Should RJ fail to abide by these 
regulations it would be requested 
to pay to the treasury the addi- 
tional cost incurred. The Ministry’ 
of Finance is to take charge of 
settling disputes. 


Spanish envoy praises Jordan’s 
efforts to promote Mideast peace 

He said Israel ought to respond 
to the world’s call for peace and 
the calls from the Israeli public 
for the achievement of that goal. 

Armengod referred to Jorda- 
nian -Spanish relations and said 
that they were established under 
the King Abdullah's reign but 
was developed through the trade, 
cultural and economic agree- 
ments in 1971 and 1980. 

Referring to a visit Saturday to 
Jordan by the foreign minister of 
Spain, Greece and France, the 
ambassador said that the three 
ministers have been entrusted 
with the visit to pave the way for 
a greater European Community 
role in resolving the Middle East 
problem. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Spain highly 
appreciates the role played by< 
Jordan under the leadership of 
His Majesty King Hussein in 
promoting the peace process in 
the Middle East, Spanish Ambas- 
sador to Jordan Ramon Armen- 
god said Wednesday. 

The Spanish ^kingdom supports 
Jordan’s efforts, which it consid- 
ers as one of the most significant 
elements that helped to bring the 
Palestine question to the top of 
priorities for the international 
community, the ambassador said 
in an exclusive interview with the 
Jordan News Agency. Petra. 

Armengod said King Hussein 
has displayed a great deal of 
courage, wisdom and far-sighted- 
ness by severing links with the 
West Bank, “a move that was 
behind the significant develop- 
ments.” 

“The move has enabled the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) to attain its important 
achievements in the international 


arena and won recognition for the 
Palestine state, thus opening 
the way for the Palestinian people 
to regain their legitimate rights,” 
the ambassador noted. 

On Spain's role in resolving the 
Middle East conflict, the ambassa- 
dor said that his country supports 
an international conference for a 
comprehensive settlement that 
would ensure the rights of the 
Palestinian people. 

The chances are good now for 
the conference, especially as the 
Palestine National Council has 
recognised U.N. Security Council 
Resolutions 242 and 338. the 
ambassador noted. 

He said that all parties to the 
conflict ought to seize (his historic 
opportunity and settle the Middle 
East problem. 

“Israel’s rejection of peace bids 
and its resort to force to stifle the 
Palestinian people’s aspirations 
for freedom can not achieve the 
aspired peace,” the ambassador 
noted. 


The three ministers, he said, 
will meet with officials and ac- 
quaint themselves with the Jorda- 
nian views on the issue before 
reporting to the European Com- 
munity’s foreign minister’s meet- 
ing on Feb. 14. 


UNESCO seminar discusses 
technology courses in schools 


AMMAN (Petra) - — A four-day 
meeting underway in Amman to 
discuss matters related to the 
teaching of science and technolo- 
gy Wednesday reviewed working 
papers dealing with technology 
courses in the primary and secon- 
dary school stages. 

The papers cited as examples 
methods and courses in Egyptian 
schools, and also tackled the be- 
nefits of teaching science in 
schools for the national economy. 

The participants visited 
Sukainah School for Girls in Am- 
man and watched teachers giving 
lessons in scientific subjects. 
They were also briefed on Jor- 
dan’s experiment in teaching 
computer courses to students and 
the use of computers in labor- 
atories. 

They visited a Ministry of 


Education unit which produces 
simple laboratory equipment to 
be used in schools. 

The meeting, which opened 


here Monday, was organised by 
the United Nations Educational. 
Scientific and Cultural Organisa- 
tion’s (UNESCO) regional office. 


19 countries 
to take part 
in 1989 
Jerash 
Festival 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 1989 
Jerash Festival for Culture and 
Arts promises to be one of the 
most exciting and entertaining 
ever, according to its Higher 
National Committee which is 
chaired by Her Majesty Queen 
Noor. 

The two-week event will be 
held from July 5 to July 20. 

This year's festivities, which 
will feature performers from 19 
countries, will flow throughout 
the ancient city’s Greco-Roman 
theatres. 

Among the troupes gracing the 
198? agenda will be the 66 mem- 
ber Leningrad State Ballet Com- 
pany, making its Jerash debut. 
The Ballet de Nord will also 
perform, thus offering the audi- 
ence a chance to appreciate the - 
flavour of both East and West in 
this classical art form. 

Sweden's contribution will ~be 
from Linkopring University. Its 
Male Voice Choir will present. a : 
varied rejxxtoire to appeal to all 
tastes. 

The United States will send 
two .companies this y ear. “Up 
with People,” which made such a 
■hit with audience in- 1984, . has 



Egyptian national folk troupe performs durt^g 15)88 Jerash Festival 


been asked to return by popular 
acclaim. Additionally, the 
“Dimensions,” a modern dance 
company, will present both tradi- 
tional African dances and Amer- 
ican contemporary, 
choreography. 

Performing groups will also 
come from the United Kingdom, 
Japan, Spain, Cyprus, . Austria 
and Indonesia. 

Artiste from Arab nations will 


play an integral role in the 1989 
festival. Ifroupes and individuals 
from Egypt, Tunisia, Sudan, the 
United Arab Emirates, Morocco 
and Lebanon will give perform- 
ances inc&enous to their coun- 
tries. (- 

Among fee individual artists of 
note who ^1 appear in Samira Said 
of Moroc& who will make her 
Jerash detpt with two perform- 


ances. 

Many local Jordanians will add. 
their talents and expertise to 
assure the success of this year's 
festival. These will include poets, 
as well as members of children’s 
theatres, folklore groups, and 
song and dance companies. There 
will also be art exhibitions and a 
number of dramatic presenta- 
tions. 


MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 

Tender Announcement 

The contractors who had been qualified previously for the 
Seventh Education Project and willing to participate in the 
following bid are requested to get bid documents from the 
Projects and Buildings Directorate, Ministry of Education from 
Feb. 11. 1989 with the following conditions: 

A. The Seventh Education Project is partially financed by the 
International Bank for Reconstruction and Development. 

B. Description of Tender Price JD Tender 

BondJD 

1. Tender No. 5/D/89 125 7000 

Construction of school buildings in A] 

Zoahrah Area 4300 sq.m. 

C. Last date ot purchasing copies of tender documents is 
21 .3.1989. 

D. Award for any contractor shall be based on the allowable 
ceiling of commitment and number of projects as indicated in 
the government works byelaws and classitication 
regulations. 

E. Last date for submiting financial offers is 28.3.1989 at 1 2 00 
noon at the Ministry of Education. 


MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 
TENDER ANNOUNCEMENT 

The contractors who had been qualified previously tor the 
Seventh and Sixth Education Project and willing to participate in 
the following bid are requesled to get bid documents from the 
Projects and Buildings Directorate, Ministry of Education from 
Feb. 11. 1989 with the following conditions: 

A. The Sixth Education Project is partially financed by the 
International Bank for Reconstruction and Development. 


Description of Tender 

Price JD 

Tender 

BondJD 

1. Tender No 1/D/89 

125 

15000 

Construction of school buildings in AI 
Quiesmah. Area (4860) sq.m. 



2. Tender No 2/D/89 

150 

25000 

Construction of school buildings in 
Sports City and Marka. Area (7300) 



sq.m. 

3. Tender No. 3/D/89 

150 

30000 

Construction of school buildings in 
Jina'a and Amir Talal. Area (8570) 



sq.m. 

4 M o. 4/D/89 

100 

15000 


G ion ot school buildings in AI 
Bi oid. Area (3690) sq.m. 

C. Last date tor purchasing copies of tender documents is 
March 21. 1989. 

D. Award for any contractor shall be based on the allowable 
ceiling of commitment and number of projects as indicated in 
the government works byelaws and classification 
regulations. 

E. Last date for submiting financial offers is March 28. 1989 at 
. 12.00 noon at the Ministry of Education. 


i-.-'-r. 
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INIo more fast bucks 

THE LEAST that one can say in describing the derision of 
the government to dose down all money-exchange firms is 
sample: it is timely and much welcomed. Needless to say, the 
| biggest gainers from this momentous derision is the Jorda- 
j mian people, from all walks of life, who have been abused so 
l mnch and for so Jong by greedy moneychangers. It is well 
j known that the exchange rate of the Jordanian dinar has 
; been a victim of abuse of the first order and exploitation by 
forces hostile to Jordan’s national interest and security and 
which seek to undermine faith and trust in the Kingdom’s 
economy and its fiscal policies. It is obvious to all concerned 
that the Jordanian dinar is now undervalued to an 
exaggerated extent, and that moneychangers, whether 
deliberately or recklessly, unfortunately played a role in the 
course of events that led to such undervaluation. 

| It was, therefore, very timely that the government moved 
to counter the vicious assault mi the dinar and help restore 
the degree of confidence that the Jordanian currency 
deserves. In the final analysis, the whole of Jordan, 
particularly the citizen with average income, is the benefici- 
ary of this corrective course of action. For, now it is possible 
{ once again for any Jordanian citizen with honest intentions 
and lawful purposes to acquire foreign currency of any kind 
! frem any Jordanian bank at the official rate, which also 
happens to be the appropriate market price. 

Lest it be forgotten, it has dawned on Jordanians that 
enemies of Jordan, whether directly or acting through 
| proxies, are waging premeditated attacks on Jordan, 
especially the Kingdom’s economy and monetary s tanding . 

! Fortunately, however, our country is strong in its purpose 
I and dedicated in its mission and institutions to withstand all 
i such attacks. The welcome and popular support extended to 
[ Wednesday's government decision to plug tkjw winmg 
I channel that Was willy nflly instrumental So' 1 bleeding Hie 
! country of hard currency are a resounding testimony of the 
| wisdom and justification behind the move. Pretty soon, all 
| those who wagered on the continuous decline of the dinar 
j will discover that their reckless, devious prophecies of j 
doomsday were way out of place and that it would have been 
wiser to have placed confidence in the strength of the dinar ! 
as prescribed by the banking system of the Kingdom rather 
than on moneychangers whose only motivation is perhaps to 
earn a fast buck at the expense of Jordan and its people. 


JORDAN PRESS 


A STATEMENT of condemnation of Israel’s atrocities in the 
occupied Arab territories by the U.S. State Department is the 
theme of an editorial in A1 Ra’I Arabic daily Wednesday. The fact 
that the U.S. State Department report condemns Israel's actions, 
said the paper, is an indication that Washington has begun to look 
objectively towards the developments in the Middle East. The 
report refers to Israeli troops' killing of Palestinians detained in 
Israeli jails, and the inhuman treatment of Arab citizens and other 
actions, the paper said. The report came at a tune when Israel is 
trying to mar the reputation of the PLO, urging Washington to 
stop its dialogue with the organisation claiming that it had 
reverted to acts of terrorism, the paper noted. Washington's 
condemnation of Israel's atrocities is a source of satisfaction but it 
should be said that this American position has not yet reached the 
required minimum posative level, since condemnation is not 
enough, and can by no means serve as a deterrent for Israel, the 
paper added. It said that Washington ought now to reconsider its 
stand at the U.N. Security Council where it used to cast a veto 
against resolutions that would have condemned Israeli actions, 
allowing the Jewish state to escape sanctions for its crimes. 
Washington, the paper added, should also take speedy measures 
to convene an international conference to achieve peace in the 
Middle East. 

A columnist in AJ Ra’i daily comments on current Israeli attempts 
in Washington to force the United States to halt its dialogue with 
the PLO, daiming that the organisation continues to carry out 
terrorist actions. The writer, Abdul Rahim Omar, brings to min d 
an instance at the start of the Reagan adminis tration when the 
president appointed George Shultz to serve as secretary of state, 
and says that Israel then launched an attack on Shultz accusing 
him of being biased towards the Arabs, thus forcing him to take 
open and hostile attitudes against the Arab Nation throughout the 
duration of the Reagan mandate in the White House. The writer 
says that world Zionism is now trying to play the same game by 
claiming that the PLO is a terrorist organisation and demanding 
that the U.S. stop its dialogue with it. The Israelis and the Zionist 
leaders hope that Washington would stop dealing with the PLO 
and so stop all negotiations that can lead to a settlement. Israel • 
accuses the PLO of sending resistancemen across the border with 
Lebanon to fight Israel and of inciting the Palestinians to 
maintain their uprising, something with which it is trying to 
convince the Americans as being a terrorist action, the writer 
adds. He says that through all these attempts Israel can by no 
means remove the picture from the minds of the world that it is 
the Jewish state which is committing all forms of terrorism against 
humanity. 

A1 Dnstoor daily wrote on the Palestinian uprising in the occupied 
Arab lands which is entering its 15th month, and which is growing 
in intensity every day. The paper said that the past 14 months 
witnessed a heroic struggle on the part of the freedom fighters 
who are trying to end Israel's occupation of Arab land, and 
witnessed huge sacrifices in the course of the struggle. No one had 
ever believed that the uprising will last thus for and continue 
unabated in view of Israel's military machinery and the Zionist atrocities 
exercised against the defenceless population, the paper noted. It 
said that the Palestinians have stood firm in the face of the 
inhuman practices and the criminal actions, their revolt has 
gained further momentum over the past months, the paper added. 
There is no doubt, the paper concluded, that the uprising will 
eventually achieve its objectives through more sacrifice and 
further determination and resolve. 


A balance of interests 


By Henry Kissinger 


MOSCOW IN WINTER is a 
grim place. Icy rain and snow pelt 
down on pavements that seem 
never free of puddles even in this, 
the mildest winter on record. 
Despite perestroika the face of 
the city has not changed since my 
last visit two years ago, when it 
struck me as curiously unaltered 
in a decade's absence. 

Today the stores are emptier 
than ever; the concept of service 
has not yet reached the father- 
land of socialism. It remains a 
mystery how a people of such 
apparent lassitude expanded iii 
just for centuries from a trackless 
plain surrounding Moscow to the 
Elbe In the West and to Vladivos- 
tok on the Pacific, a distance of 
6,000 miles; how they achieved 
superpower status and kept the 
world in thrall for the better part 
of this century. 

And yet it has been that way 
throughout history. Russia's 
peculiar backwardness has been 
noted by all observers, only to be 
belied by extraordinary achieve- 
ments brought about in a sudden 
coalescence of energy, discipline 
and heroism. Russia, Communist 
or not, marches to its own 
drummer. 

On the invitation of the Soviet 
government I visited Moscow 
with former French President 
Giscard d’Estaing and former 
Japanese Prime Minister Yasu 
Nakasone, co-authors with me of 
a report on East-West relations to 
be published in April by the 
Trilateral Commission. 

While Russia had not changed 
visibly since my last visit, the 
psychological atmosphere bad 
subtly altered. Two years ago the 
Soviet leadership radiated optim- 
ism and confidence, as if reform 
could be accomplished by chang- 
ing a few procedures. This time 
the mood was far more sombre. 
Perhaps it was the impact of the 
tragedy in Armenia; perhaps a 
sudden sense that time for Gor- 
bachev’s reforms is running out. 
Gorbachev appeared less ebul- 
lient, more reflective — actually 
more thoughtful than on earlier 
occasions, and, as for as I was 
concerned, more attractive. 
Clearly perestroika has come up 
against the intractability of its 
own system. The question has 
boiled down to whether existing 
Soviet institutions are compatibles 
witlT modernisation. 

One reason is that a planned 
economy knows no accountabil- 
ity. The network of administra- 
tors has a vested interest in con- 
cluding non-aggression pacts 
among themselves. While theory 
postulates a central plan, reality 


produces collusion among mana- 
gers, planners and ministries, 
each with incentives to understate 
their capacity and inflate their 
achievements to protect them- 
selves against blame for failure. 
Attempted -administrative 
changes therefore tend to col- 
lapse beneath the dead weight of 
the entrenched status quo, while 
attempted political changes are 
muffled by an army of adminis- 
trators and party officials. 

Hie country clearly needs a 
new managerial class capable of 
getting a grip on the costs of 
production and of establishing 
realistic prices for goods. Since 25 
per cent of the national budget 
goes to subsidise prices — an 
official estimate almost certainly 
too low — an objective yardstick 
for efficiency is absent. Because 
the marketplace does not allocate 
goods, they are allocated by 
administrative fiat or corruption 
or black markets. 

Soviet leaders recognise that 
they must introduce a system of 
incentives and that they cannot 
remain a world power so long as 
their economy lags in internation- 
al competition. But outside Gor- 
bachev’s own circle the Soviet 
system has no organised power 
group to support the needed re- 
forms. 

Gorbachev may tell horror 
stories of tens of thousands of 
pairs of Soviet shoes rotting in 
warehouses because they are of 
such poor quality nobody wants 
to buy them even in a country of 
chronic shortages. Bnt the Com- 
munist Party as an institution 
cannot possibly have its heart in 
dismantling its own supervisory 
role. Nor is the governmental 
machinery likely to welcome a 
reduction of its administrative 
dominance. 

The group most apt to under- 
stand the need for reform is the 
secret police, because its job re- 
quires it to take the measure of 
the outside world. But its enthu- 
siasm will stop at the point where 
reform undermines civil disci- 
pline. And the military establish- 
ment will favour modernisation 
only so long as it does not have to 
pay for it by too sharp a reduction 
in the armed forces. 

Gorbachev's courageous 
assaults on existing institutions, 
moreover, exact a psychological 
: and political cost. Some weeks 
ago a young Russian visitor re- 
marked to me plaintively about 
the public attacks on all Soviet 
leaders since Lenin: “This sug- 
gests that every Soviet citizen 
over 70 has wasted his life.” The 
eruption of nationalistic passions 


from the Baltic states to Central 
Aria shows that to some extent 
glasnost — demoeratisation — 
dashes with perestroika — eco- 
nomic reform. 

No wonder that Gorbachev 
grows almost wistful when he 
contemplates bis prospects. “At 
any rate,” be told our delegation, 
“things will never be the same 
again in the Soviet Union.” This 
would be a modest result for so 
Herculean a task. 

The decisive changes in the 
economic management of the 
Soviet system await the con- 
solidation of Gorbachev's power. 
And for him this year will be 
decisive. 


of them. At that point— within a 
year — time will start running out 
for perestroika; Gorbachev will 
have to deliver on his economic 
reform programme. 

Such political and economic 
change cannot be carried out 
under conditions of international 
tension; the Soviet leadership is 
under pressure to husband the 
time and energy it devotes to 
foreign affairs. 

It is therefore unnecessary to 
debate the issue of whether there 
has been a basic conversion of the 
Soviet leadership or to gear one’s 
policy entirely toward one par- 
ticular Soviet leader. Domestic 
conditions impose a respite on 


“Political and economic change cannot be carried 
oat under conditions of international tension; the 
Soviet leadership is under pressure to husband the 
time and energy it devotes to foreign affairs.” 


Iran still looking 
for dominance 


By Eric Hall 

Reuter 

DUBAI — Ten years of revolu- 
tion and eight years of war have 
left Iran with an army and an 
arms industry capable of making 
it a dominant power again. 

Military analysts said that as 
these two children of the revolu- 
tion grow, the balance of power 
will tilt increasingly from Iraq to 
Iran, jeopardising the fragile 
peace imposed with the August 
20 ceasefire in their eight-year 
Gulf war. 

“A durable settlement relies on 
a balance of power, and that does 
not exist,” said Shahram Chubin, 
an authority on the Gulf war from 
the Geneva Institute of Interna- 
tional Affair s _ 

“Time favours Iraq in the 
short-term, but in the long-term it 
favours Iran,” he added. 

The late Shah of Iran, who fled 
his country’s Islamic revolution in 
January 1979, created an elitist 
army, strongly reliant on his pat- 
ronage, on U.S. military advisers 
and on the arms industry domin- 
ated by U.S. companies he built. 

The purge of army comman- 
ders and the rise of the Islamic 
Revolutionary Guards — the 
armed, ideological spearhead of 
the revolution — demoralised the 
regular army. 

Military analysts Nikola 
Schahgaldian of the U.S. Rand^ 
Corporation estimated that de- 
sertions reached 60 per cent five 
months after the revolutionaries 
took power on February 11. 

The break with the United 
States cut off Iran's arms industry 
from U.S. expertise and spares. 
Sophisticated U.S. planes lie 
mothballed for lack of- parts. 

But the professional army 
gained experience, restored disci- 
pline and won prestige in the 
hard-fought war with Iraq. 

“A new, young, war-tested 
officer class appeared, usually 
from the lower and tower-middle 
classes, tied to leading clerics 
socially... (who) take their role in 
society seriously,” said Schahgal- 
dian. 

The array’s new officer corps 
has little central power and no 
tradition of coups, making it a 
powerful tool of the government, 
the analysts said. 


Hie Revolutionary Guards ex- 
panded to become a 300,000- 
strong force with naval units man- 
ning fast Swedish patrol boats, air 
defence cadres and control of the 
.national militia. 

But the guards lost much of 
their earlier heroic standing by 
lack of battlefield success and an 
apparent readiness to sacrifice 
the lives of their troops. 

Their status was further eroded 
when Tehran's leaders accused 
them of corruption and incompe- 
tence, analysts said. 

The demands of war forced the 
arms industry to utilise available 
technology, produce more reli- 
able weapon systems and develop 
an export industry. 

Anoushiravan Ehtash ami of 
Britain’s Exeter University, said 
that at the time of the revolution 
Iran had four main arms factor- 
ies. Since 1979 a further 240 
plants and thousands of military 
repair shops have sprung up. 

Defence Minister Mohammad 
Hossein Jalaii said in October 
that arms production had risen 
threefold since the revolution. 
Total economic growth has been : 
only around four per cent a year. 1 

Experts attending an interna- 
tional airshow in Dubai last week 
said Iran was offering for sale 
abroad military radios, guns, gre- 
nades and mortars. 

Oiinew. technicians have been 
the main source of forei gn help, 
said Ehtashami. Iran has been 
able to bnild its own missiles and 
plans a locally-produced jet 
fighter. 

Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsan- 
jani, influential parliamentary 
speaker and acting armed forces 
commander-in-chief, has said 
“one of the war’s blessings is the 
way our forces have acquired the 
construction technology and 
learned the use. of different kinds 
of missiles.” 

Some analysts believed Iran 
has been licenced by C hina and 
North Korea to assemble its own 
MiG-19 figh ter and is abk in- 
creasingly to service its old- U.S. 
aircraft. 

They said it has agreements 
with china to produce artillery 
and West German help with sab- 
marine technology and produc- 
tion of a landing craft 


Gorbachev is in fact accumulat- 
ing unprecedented personal pow- 
er — in constitutional terms ex- 
ceeding even that of Stalin. 
Heretofore the Highest Soviet 
rank has been that of general 
secretary of the Communist Par- 
ty. which has dominated gov- 
ernmental, economic and mili tary 
fife through a system of parallel 
hierarchies. But Gorbachev has 
no intention of giving the major 
operational responsibility for re- 
form to the group most in need of 
it. He therefore has endowed the 
heretofore ceremonial office of 
president with real, perhaps even 
dominant, powers. 

The new Supreme Soviet, a 
body emerging from a complex 
electoral process dominated by 
Gorbachev, elects the president 
and will be in permanent session 
in order to discourage party 
coups. The president is guaran- 
teed a five-year term and controls 
foreign and security policy. This 
domination finds expression in 
the personalities of Anatoly Dob- 
rynin and Marshal Sergei F. 
Akhromeyev, who serve as fore- 
ign and defence advisers to Gor- 
bachev as president while die 
heretofore all-powerful equiva- 
lent Communist Central Commit- 
tee secretaries have had their 
powers reduced. When tins pro- 
cess that Gorbachev is engineer- 
ing is completed, the Soviet Un- 
ion will be governed by a hybrid 
pluralistic system in which Gor- 
. bachev as president sits anridst a 
maze of huge bureaucratic struc- 
tures and alone has access to all 


Soviet foreign policy, but in the 
end so does the international 
environment. 

Russian and Soviet expansion- 
ism has been possible because on 
at least one of its fronts the 
Russian empire has always faced 
impotent neighbours, and Rus- 
sian and Soviet foreign policy has 
promoted this state of affairs. But 
for the first time the major neigh- 
bouring countries — China, 
Japan, India, Western Europe — 
are growing foster than tbeitoviet 
bloc, as is the other superpower, 
the United States. Moreover, 
these countries, with the excep- 
tion of India, are more or less 
allied in their determination to 
resist Soviet expansionism. 

Gorbachev's first reaction has 
been to launch very skilful peace 
offensives to break up this tacit 
coalition. But the price he has to 
pay is the muting of traditional 
pressures the Soviet Union had 
prut on its neighbours. If Soviet 
expansionism were to reappear, 
his considerable achievements in 
refurbishing the Soviet image 
would be at risk. What started as 
a tactical derice may thus develop 
its own momentum. 

The Soviet Union's Asian 
neighbours iqimane .to. sen-; 
timenta! appeals. They will insist 
on a rettiennint of the Issues' of 
most concern to them. 

Europe is more vulnerable. Its 
domestic politics lends itself to 
seduction by changes in the inter- 
national climate; the division of 
Germany gives the Soviets a car- 
rot for stimulating German 


nationalism. Many recent Soviet 
moves can be interpreted as 
attempts to harness European 
economic assistance while reduc- 
ing its military capacity with a 
subtle assault on NATO’s cohe- 
sion. But in the end, unless West- 
ern leaders abdicate their respon- 
sibility, such a policy will either 
run into the sand or prove too 
dangerous. 

Whatever shortsightedness 
European leaders commit in the 
pursuit of domestic politics, they 
will refuse to trade American , 
protection for Soviet good will, 
especially if America conducts a 
coherent Atlantic policy. And a 
neutralised Germany — were it. 
achievable — would present 
growing problems for the Soviet . 
Union since Germany’s unfulfil- 
led aspirations are all in the. East. 
Thus the Soviet Union — if it is 
realistic — is condemned by cir- 
cumstances to seek a realistic . 
accommodation, provided always - 
that the West is able to give a 
concrete content to its concept of . 
peace through a series of precise 
political arrangements. . 

Were foreign policy a science 
and not an art, tins is what would 
happen. But it remains to be seen : 
whether Americans can be. 
brought to see foreign policy .in 
terms of equilibrium rather than 
as a struggle between good and 
evil, or whether Russia can aban-. 
don its historic, expansionism^ 
Americans have always sought to 
punish the wicked, but abo to : 
redeem them by conversion. This . 
is why former President Reagan 
went from bdfigerent anti-com- 
munism to the rei te ra tion of the 
change of heart- of the Soviet • 
leadership as the principal assur- 
ance of a peaceful, fa ture/Sucfa an 
approach neglects the realities of 
power, ambition and national in- 
terest. 

On the Soviet side the obstacle 
to progress is exactly the oppo- 
site; it is not rejection of the role - 
of power but an obsession with it. 
Russian history justifies a fear of 
foreign invasions. But so long as 
that tear can be assuaged only by 
the impotence of neighbouring 
states and the Soviets’ political- 
domination, peace will be at risk. 

As for the Western Europeans, 
they need to face tbe'foct that if . 

fthejr flbKtka] settle^ , 

meat,' they must "hot tempt the'. 

■* Soviet XJmon to diridetffi e V/est- 
era Alliance. 

Finally, the West needs to put ' 
arms control into a better pers- 
pective; What started us an • - 
understandable preoccupation 
with controlling weapons erf mass - 
destruction has turned into a cult 


administered by .a pnestbopd ; of J\ 
esoteric technicians advancing - • 
arcane 'formulas leadiflgtoagree-''^ - 
ments which they rattonalisc to 1 
their parliaments .on the asto- ; 
mshing ground that they-wffi- - 
leave gristing military capabilities 
unaffected. The review ordered" 
by Presdent Bush provides ah’-,. .:- 
opportunity to elaborate an over-. 
all design* " 7". ■■ .. 7 ".“C- 

The imminent opening of ©nib*. 1 
ventional arms control negotia- 
tions will in any event generate/' ;• 
the imperative ■ of a ;Earopfcan_ ,' 
political settlement. . Ahy Soviet .* - 
withdrawal that significantly re- In- 
duces Soviet offensive capabiii- -X 
ties aqd offers guarantees a ga ins $ r v 
re-entry must increase the pofitio-^ , 
al tuxmoil in Eastern Europe. 

Any partial American ^withdraw-V. 
al/ which willTbe. ..the Jnevifo^e 
result of ^significant Soviet re-" 
treat, wiH revolutionise the his- . : 
tone assumptions 1 of the Western /.; 
Alliance. .. , i. : ..... 

/ Thus/ side; by : side 'witb ah - - 


isanunprecedentecfc&ailengeto ’ 

Western statesmanship:.- . 

(a) Hie 'Western Alliance mast; 

t ransfo rm tfie -Gristing ri imh ers" 

game of arms control' into apoli- 
tical concept including a Earth;/ 
pean political settlement. - 
• (b) .Western Europe must' 
velop withAmerican encourage- 
ment its own defence and potiticc i 
al organisation. Thai is the -only; 
meaningful form of burden-shar-- 
ing_and the key. to a. European/ 
settlement. 

- (c) .The U.S. must make clear ^ 
. that. no. scheme ' involving the ' 
complete withdrawal/ of Amer- - 
ican forces from Europe can be 
considered. . 

(d) The Soviet Union, should 
reflect about tire hrap in which if 
now finds' itself: it -had tied ftsv, 
military .security to regimes jn • 
Eastern Europe whose instebm- ; 
ties create their owa momeatuin . 
Is it possible to separate political \ 
evolution from military security? ; 

(e) Fifteen years ago attempts . ; 

to establish global ru^ bf eon.- 
duct foundered over Soriet exT . 
pansionism and American . 
domestic divisions. £s impossible.; 
to resurrect such a dialogneiri the : 
new circumstances? . .. v,- 

A hew: American president 
with A generous. spirit and : .a. 4 
Soviet Jt^der- who has shown n: ; 
willingness- Id - ‘challenge historic - 
preconceptions now fobe a ; chal- 
lenge essentially at odds with the 
missionary bent of America and ' 
the expansionist tendency of Rds- " 
si a; to advance peace by balanc- 
ing their national interests — Los - 
Angeles Times. 


He didn’t expect Jews to behave this way 


By Joshua BrUUant 

AZUN, Occupied West Bank — 
The sticks and stones which 
smashed into this Palestinian vil- 
lage on Friday were more an 
emotional assault than a physical 
one on the family of Ibrahim 
Hassan Ali Ahmad. 

The hatred behind the missiles 
hit home hardest for Ahmad. 
One of his two wives is Jewish. 
His children are taught Jewish 
bistoiy, Jewish values, and ethnic 
tolerance. When the settlers from 
Ariel and Sha’arei Tikva, whose 
booses he helped build, and 
whom he felt closer to than just 
another neighbour, attacked his 
village, the first house they 
attacked was his. 

I used to visit them,” he said. 
*1 talked about them so much to 
my son; what am I going to tell 
him if he asks whether these 
people are the ones who attacked 
my house? What am I going to 
say if my son wants to visit his 
friends Tami or Yishai? That now 
they are barbarians?” 

Hebrew books in Ahmad’s 
home include Yitzhak Levanon’s 
Biblical Stories for Children and 
a picture encyclopedia he says he 


keeps because it teQs about the 
Jews’ history. A family album 
displays smilin g faces of his in- 
laws, Jews, from Petah Tikva. 

The Friday night raid on his 
village was in reprisal for the 
stoning by Arabs of two cars 
earlier that night. One rock 
crashed through the window of an 
Ariel family’s car, injuring a nine- 
year-old boy. Another dented a 
car driven by an elderly resident 
of Sha’arei Tikva. The attackers 
escaped but settlers — by their 
own estimates, several hundred 
of them — wreaked their 
vengeance on the village of Azun. 

Wielding iron bars and hurting 
sticks and stones they attacked 
Ahmad's home first. Ahmad was 
visiting his sister in Rafah at the 
time of the raid. 

The 36-year-old labourer was 
bitter as he led this reporter to 
see his 83-year-old father, who 
had locked himself in his home 
when the settlers descended. 
Ahmad had heard stories about 
settler attacks elsewhere, bat 
didn't believe them. He did not 
expect Jews “who cry over the 
destruction of the Second Tem- 
ple'' to behave this way. 


Local accounts say that some 
settlers bearing flags shouted, 
“Get out of here. This is not your 
land.” 

“What are they talking ab- 
out?” Ibrahim said angrily. 

He opened a window and 
pointed to the villas in Sha’arei 
Tikva. “Who did the plastering 
job there? the floors? I did! My 
father guarded those houses. 
Some of those buildings rose on 
my back — and now they tell me 
to get out?” 

IBs 414-year-old son, Gharib, 
wets his pants when be sees sol- 
diers. “I tell him not to be afraid. 
But what do I say to him now?” 

When Ahmad met his Jewish 
wife M. (she asks not to be 
identified) 15 years ago she 
thought he was Jewish. When she 
found out otherwise, she was 
already deeply in love. They 
came together to this village east 
of Kafr Kassem, and married in 
an unofficial civil ceremony be- 
cause she wouldn’t convert to 
Islam. Ahmad clearly respects 
her Judaism, she said, puffing out 
a gold Magen David necklace. 
Some Arab husbands don’t let 
their Jewish wives wear the sym- 


bol, bnt her husband bought her 1 
many, she said. L 

living here had been good, M. C 
continued. “I thought I had disc- - 
overed America. It was quiet. I 
felt like a queen.”- “ ' 

Her parents opposed the mar- ", 
riage m first but relented. Ahtiiad 
calls them Aba and fma, and - 
frequently travels to Petah Tikva' 
to take care of his sick father-in- ~ . 
law. His paralysed mother-in lair 
is in hospital. 

The attack changed things ^for: 
the Ahmad family. M. said '• 
heard Ahmad’s mother cursing. 
Villagers now greet M. only duti- 
fully, and she is afraid toga home 
alone at night. 

Sh e is afraid for the baby. she is 
e *pecting in four months -time,- -*• 
and told her husband dw wanted - 
to return to Petah Tikva.' i Tm 
afraid Til lose the haby ” she ' 
said. 

She is also worried about' her! 
ba by’s future. “What wiflljeconie • 
ot him? How will he be ta^ated^ - 
Maybe someone from Azun wffl 
gi tam? He wffl be a- tesl st^ 
xen, she said. Haram — wfaafc a *•-- 
pity ~ she added in. Arabic -*,/ •. 
Tire Jerusalem Post. ■ ' \ f 


Egyptians hope Arab League returns to Cairo 


By Sara Al Gamma] 

Renner 

CAIRO — Ghosts occupy the 
leather armchairs that were once 
the seats of power in the Arab 
World. 

The Persian carpets and faded 
velvet curtains of the Arab 
League’s headquarters building 
in Cairo look the same as in 1979 
when the 22 league members 
suspended Egypt and broke rela- 
tions with Cairo in protest at its 
separate peace treaty with IsraeL 

After a decade of silence the 
.ghosts might soon be rubbing 
.shoulders with the real world. 

For many Egyptians, a return 
by Egypt to the league should 
mean a return of the headquar- 
ters to Cairo from Tunis, where 
the secretariat has been based 
since 1979. But there are differing 
views on when this is likely to 
take place. 

“The old, rich furniture is still 
in the same place it was in 10 
years ago,” an Egyptian official 
said. “The only missing thing is, 


die people who occupied it and 
met in it.” 

Though other Arab delegates 
left Cairo many Egyptian em- 
ployees have remained at their 
desks. 

About 300 Egyptians — Awn 
from 800 or more before 1979 — 
arrive each morning to keep 
Cairo’s league records in order, 
write political reports and issue 
press bulletins. 

The league's green flag with 
two olive branches and an un- 
broken chain flies alone, flanked . 
by 22 bare flag poles, outside the 
offices on the site of -a former 
British army barracks. ' 

“This, place was a . symbol of 
British occupation. The barracks 
were torn down and the building 
went up... a symbol of freedom 
and Arab unity, ” another official . 
said. 

“It is all in working order... all 
we need now is an Arab summit,” 
he added. 

During the past 18 months 
most Arab states have resumed 
relations with Egypt. Only Syria, " 
Libya and Lebanon have re- 


mained outside the Arab rap- 
prochement with Cairo. 

Even Israel has said it would 
welcome Egypt’s return to the 
league. 

Israeli ambassador Shimon 
Shamir said: “The Arab boycott 
of Egypt in 1979 was a boycott of 
peace.” 

“So the return of Arab ambas- 
sadors to Cairo and improvement 
of relations while the Israeli 
embassy is here is, in an indirect 
way, an acceptance by. the Arab 
World of the strategy of peace in 

Egypt- 

“Israel ' can only welcome 
this... but we hope tins will not be 
at the. expense of peace . or rela- . 
tions with IsraeL” 

“Now it is only a matter of time 
for. Egypt -to get back into the- 
leagoe, said a Western diplo- 
mat. Tdsay sooner than later.” 

It would fake an Arab summit 
which many league members 
want Sandr Arabia to. host this 
year, to .reverse Egypt’s suspen- 
sion. 

Though" rcadmissiou . would 
- reopen, the question whether the 


league h^dquartefa should moreV^ 
ba<± to Cairo, some Arafr tfipto-- - 
mats SCe it as a distant - jamK . : 

Egypt’s continued -suspenskih .,^ 
is a crisis. Let ns get Egypt back * 
into the league first to resoh^ tiris ^ ' 
cnas and then deal with the ' 
headquarters later,” ones. jiauLC- i 

The diplomats said 
would probably not -obiect 






Cairo.”- 
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i&.Boi Hussein decore ' par I'lrak 


d’armes 


JLeRol Hassein a effectu6 cette 
semaine one visile officieHe de 
fix»s deocc jours en Irak. Outre 
des dSacngions . sar fes prtA- 
X&fnes arabes actueiSf ks dctnc 
che& d’JEtat oat cflebrf une 
am!ti6 scenee par hint ans de 
swtbjord an ien hl’Ixafc dans 
S8 gaerre tonlre PIran: le 
sopyerain JBfatcb&nife s*est vo 
remettre des mains de SaeMam 
Hnsseio .la ph» haute dSstinc- 

tidnirakiemie. 

j^ r :Le/ jwrtrietent irakien Sad- 
Jm Hsssdn a decero6 hmdi 
an Roi Hussein de Jordank, 
^f^peer avast son depart de Bag- 
dad, rinsigne “Al-Rafidayn”, 
la . plus haute distinction en 
&& poor **W rdle national 
qu*0 a assume dnrant les knit 
ami6es d’agression inurienne 
con^e le. pays”,, a indiqa6 
1’agence irakienne IN A. 

1 Seloa le decret pregdentid 
Ini conJfS&rant cette distinction, 
“le Roi Hussein avail exhorts 
les Jor-daniens, an ddbut de la 
gnerre, ft porter volontaires 
anx cdt6s des Iraldens, et d£c- 



Roland Dumas & Teheran 


Recoller les morceaux 


Depots le dfimt de la gnerre, la Jordaaie a tuyours souteu I'lrak 


HanaBeraudo: 



LeCICR rentreau Liban 

£e r Cpgrit£ Intemarinnal . de la La reprise des activites aura lieu 
* Qxdx-^o^‘(tlCR)VdE^ Iuih ; “trts* prbchainemetji,., dans le 
7^^ ifi ft .tepr^e ; ^e activifes an coiirart du mots de'f^vrier" 


Mai^Timisie^Egygte, Syrie, 
Palestine, Ydnen,: Arabie 
Sabndite, Irais'et Jordaiuez Hana 
Beraodo, stylisle iralcjenne qui 
cdjecfiodire v^temrats et qtijets 
depnis vingt ' ans,' a ilonn£ j eu efi 
dernier uri $61M 'dks-m3le et une 
•nuits Tboitl Intercontmental. 
Sur fond de muatjucs traefition- 
nelles arab«, ses manneqtuns out 
donxwfi.4 vofr de siipbtjes Tobes 
anciennes, ,dont Haqa . Beraudo 
s’inspire pour dessinpr ses collec- 
tions, ezi simpUfiantied6tail pour 
raieox - souligner ~ I^essentiel: 

. I6gftret6,;..ampleur et'v'-confiort. 
'(aapr6s Marjam SbMmi) 

Sharon; ■.■» r’-'v - ' 

I’Europe 

. J> ntfadstoe sn^f del'indus^ 

' trie et ib co mme rcc^Arfel Shar- 
<«, a d£aooc£ Inoffi ft Madrid fas 


: oedden tales face ^ UOLE, fas 
qaafifiant ff«erreni tragicjoe». 
Sharcw a par'. ailfaurs : .qualifi6 
<T«assassinj» Yasser Arafat, .qui 
avait renconfr6 ij y a deux 
semaines la «troika* europ£enne 
hMarttid. Cependant, il a dddar6 
«dMaprendie7 que L’Europe com- 
manautatre essaxe de cbntriboer ft 
fa jfflix dans laTt^ion:' '• 

Palsse-Murallle 
JTef-Ay^: ' ^ ; 

Oo lsradfan de Id ans a r6ussi ft 
fraiidur dintapebe tons les sys* 
lines de , i^rifa de; l’a€roport 
Boh Ge^rien de- Tet-Aviv et ft 
monter dans.an Ovicra avant d’e- 
tre ^6cou\^ pOT.un.'iiiembre de 
1’ q ui d a ge . j ft d o I esc e n t » 
pr&ente - comme vsoiiffinntde 
«problftmes psydwfogiques^ .et- 
dont le nom n’a pas6t6 r6v616, est 
paiveaQ ft fraiichir tous les. con- 
trdles et ftmonier dansTra avkm 
de;^ ia 'rouipa®iue^-isiadlfanh& 
Arkya en passant par Paire de 
parking^ Ce n’est qu’nnfe fois in- 
stalls dans Tappareil qu’une 
hfltesse de Pair s’est aper?ue quU 
n'avait ni WUet cPavionni pajaers 
d'ideinne'. . 

Le savicz-vous? 

Parile de chasse ^ 


rfjSSffi 




me* 
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1 ** 


Ud commando ~aitx ordres du 
Mossad mwB.prrfyn iftit ynfar 
ear junufae at' coniine 

Kasser Arafat . ea cours cte sa 
. visit^au fficaragua etiOiba.'Le 
reftt^par. l£sAin6ricarns d’accor- 
der iin visa is Cftef de fOLP a- 

provdqu£ fimnnfa/i nn vie SP tobr - . 
nie en Am£rique osntrafe et fefr 
avorter l^ rx/mplot qui airrait eu 
poor uom - <te code ‘^Tbe' Best. 

{ ’affair e? la . 
semam& tiem&re ^ i^ebdoina^ 
daire ’£sJiresso* 


Iar6 qu’il serait le premier de 
ces volontaires”. 

“Le Roi Hussein a tlrt un 
obus contre les troupes en- 
nemies, lors d’une de ses vi- 
siles an front”, sekm le dteret 
qui precise que le president 
Saddam Hussein avait pris ce 
geste comme “un engagement 
de la Jordanie aux cdtds de 
I'lrak**. 

Le texte fait par ailleurs etat 
de 48 visites en Irak, dont 40 
darant la guerre, du souverain 


HacJilmite depuis 1979, y 
compris la visite qui s’est ache- 
v6e lundi. 

Les deux souverains out eg- 
alement discute des nftgocia- 
tioiis de paix Irak- Iran et des 
obstacles poses par T6h6ran a 
l'etablissement d’uoe paix 
durable. L'intifada a anssi ete 
au centre des conversations, 
ou furent envisages les moyens 
de renforcer le soutien au 
soulevement dans les terri- 
toires occupes. (J.T. agences) 


Les uQuatreu scellent I f alliance 


Le “march6 common” en 
gestation eutre fa Jordanie, 
I Irak, I’Egypte et fa Y6men do 
. Nord devrah bientftt se mat6r- 
ialiser par la adatioo d'one 
Haute commission, sdon one 
source jordanienne. 

Les premiers rainistres des 
quatres paysconcer n6s doivent 
. se r^unir ft Amman le 14 f£v- 
rier pour .rendre puWique fa 
charte du “Conseil de coopera- 
tion arabe” (CCA) ainsi for- 
m£. La Haute commission 
commune doit remplacer les 
commissions bi)at£rales ex- 
stant entre ces pays, a ajoute 
une source aulorisee. 

Selon fa source jordanienne, 
fa Haute commission illustrera 
fa comp&nentarifa que l'union 
veut promo uvoir d pour 6tablir 
une politique commune, 
nouunmeni dans le domaine de 
Tinergie, 'des.. ressonrees 
nature lies et des flux de main- 


d'oeuvre. 11 serait done prevu 
de regrouper des entreprises 
gouvemementales, notamment 
dans le domaine des trans- 
ports: une fusion des com- 
pagnies a^riennes jordanienne, 
irakienne, 6gyptienne et nord- 
yem6nite devrait ainsi etre 
annonc^e prochainement. 

Chacun des “Quatre” 
trouvera son compte dans cette 
union, assure-i-on de mdme 
source.’ L'lrak, le plus riche, 
sera le pays le plus sollicitd 
mais en retour verra son poids 
politique grandir. L’Egypte, 
confrontde ft une grave crise 
£conomiqe, espere obtenir ft 
bon prix du p6trole irakien et 
trouver des debouches pour sa 
main d'oeuvre. 

Le Nord-Y6men, le moins 
d6veloppe, attend de cette un- 
ion une aide financiftre et d'e- 
ncadrement, et Sanaa y voit 
aussi un moyen d’ouvcrture. 
Enfin, 1a Jordanie poorra ex- 


porter su main d'oeuvre qual- 
ifi^e et se fournir en pctrole 
bon march6. Amman, ft l’ori- 
gine de ce projet, renforce de 
plus sa stature dans 1c monde 
arabe. dont elle s'efforce de 
gommer les dissensions. 

C* est pourquoi les “Quarre” 
doivent menager la susceptibi- 
lite d'autres pays voisins. L'un- 
ion “resle ouverte a tous les 
pays a rubes”. Selon un conseil- 
ier d'Hosni Moubarak. elle est 
le "noyau d’un ensemble eco- 
nomique plus vaste”. 

Le CCA est fa deuxieme 
union dconomique formee 
dans le monde arabe. Un pre- 
mier regroupement economi- 
que et de defense (domaine 
non couvert par le CCA) avait 
vu le jour en 1981 avec le 
Conseil de cooperation du 
Golfe (CCGJ, regroupant 
I' Arabie Saoudile.le Koweit, 
Barhein. le Qatar 'et les Emir- 
ats. (d’apres agences). 


Liban, depuis le 20 

dfecembre _ponr cause de 
‘‘ueaMts ite raort” contre ses 
d6Ugn€s. 

La decision a £t£ prise lundi ft 
Genftve lots d’une reunion sp6- 
ciale du comit6 ex£cutif du 
CICR. qtii. fait £tat d’assurances 
donn£es l'ensembie des re- 
sponsabfas libanais et des: re- 
pr£sehtanis des partis, politiques. 


A' Geneve, un porte-parole de 
l'organisation a pr£tis£ que le 
CICR, "avec l’appui continu et le 
repect de tous (font il a besoin 
pour agir, reprend sa mission 
avec determination, dans le seul 
int6ret des vi crimes qui attendent 
de lui assistance et protection”. 

Le CICR avait annonc£ le 20 
ddeembre le “gel” de ses activity 
au Liban et le retrait de ses 17 


delegu£s suisses aprfts avoir fait 
etat de “menaces de mort” ft leur 
. encontre. . j 

Ceqe decision , la ' premiere du 1 ' 
'genr6' dans Thistoire de la Croix-* 
Rouge, etait intervenue quatre' 
jours apres la liberation de Peter 
Winkler, d£l6gue du CICR en- 
lev£ le 17 novembre au Liban 
Sud, et dont le rapt n’a pas ete 

revendiqud. 

La reprise des activites du 
CICR au Liban a £t£ ddcidee ft la 
suite de demarches multiples tant 
au Liban que qu'en Syrie. en 
Algerie et en Libye. 


Le minlstre frangais des 
Affaires etrangeres, Roland 
Dumas, a effects^ dimanche et 
lundi une visite ft TOfran. 
C’est la premiftre fois qu'un 
minlstre frangais se rend en. 
Iran depuis 1979. 

Selon 1'agence iranienne 
TRNA, Roland Dumas a qualify 
de “ires fructueux" ses entreriens 
avec les responsables iraniens.qui 
ont pone sur “tous les aspects des 
relations franco-iraniens, qui ont 
pon£ sur "rous les aspects des 
relations franco-iraniennes” ainsi 
que sur les "moyens de rdsoudre 
les diffcrends subsistant entre les 
deux pays”. M. Dumas a rencon- 
tre les principaux dirigeants ira- 
niens en presence d’hommes d’af- 
faires frangais. Selon son homo- 
loguc iranien Ali Akbar Velayati. 
Paris el Teheran ont decide 
“d'oublier le passe et de develop- 
per leurs relations bilaterales 
dons Je futur”. 

Selon IRNA, la France et 
l'lran ont signe des accords sur la 
production d'automobiies fran- 
qaises en Iran (Peugeot. Re- 
nault). sur le petrole et la pour- 
suire du projet de metre* ft Teher- 
an, dans lequel la France etait 
deja impliquee avant la revolu- 
tion. 

Ces huits demieres annees ont 
etc marquees par le soutien mili- 
taire de la France a {'Irak et des 
relations houieuses avec l'lran. 
dont un important contenrieux 
financier, sur lequel les deux pays 
son! con venus de reprendre les 
negociations. La France avait 
contracts* cette detie de plus d’un 
million de dollars en 197S. ft 
Pepoque du Chah. pour le projet 


Eurodif (nucleaire civil, achat 
d'uranrum). Paris, qui avait cess£ 
de rembourser aprfts 1a revolu- 
tion. avait vers£ 630 millions de 
dollars en 1986, annbe ou des 
otages francais avaient £t£ Iib£r6s 
au Liban. 

Les negotiations, au point 
mort depuis plusieurs mois, de- 
vraient porter sur le reliquat ma- 
jore des int6r6ts, ainsi que sur 
I'indemnisation des entreprises 
franqaises dont les contra ts n'ont 
pas £te honores au moment de la 
revolution. Le r£glement du con- 
ten tie ux financer est un pr6alable 
ft l’octroi de nouveaux credits 
gouvernementaux frangais. La 
France, a indiqud M. Dumas, va 
depecher des missions pour ex- 
aminer les besoins iraniens. 

Reste que si un premier pas a 
dte fait, de nombreux dossiers 
restent en suspens. M. Velayati a 
notamment reproche a la France 
de ne pas avoir hb£r£ Anis Nac- 
cache, chef d’un commando pro- 
Iranien condamne ft Pempri- 
sonnement a perpetuite pour 
avoir tu£ deux personnes tors 
d’un attentat contre Chapour 
Bakhtiar, ancien premier minis- 
tre iranien exile ft Paris. Selon 
Teheran, la France aurait promis 
de “faire quelque chose pour 
Naccache” en contrepartie de 
Pentremise iranienne pour faire 
liberer les otages frangais. 

La France et l’lran avaient 
rompu leurs relations diptomati- 
ques en juillet 1987, lors de la 
“guerre des ambassades”. et les 
avaient retablies en juin dernier ft 
la suite de la liberation des der- 
niers otages frangais detenus par 
des groupes pro-ir aniens au 
Liban. (F.D. d aprds agences). 


Coupe Davis: 
la Jordanie 
<tout» 

Pour 1a premiere fois dans son 
histoire, la Jordanie a accueilii 
eerie semaine le premier tour de 
la Coupe Davis 1989, qui a oppo- 
se en trqis jours et cinq matches 
la Jordanie au Koweit. La Jorda- 
nie a £t£ 6Iimin£e par 3 matches ft 
2 . 

Les quatres. simples et le dou- 
ble-messieurs qui out opposes, 
vetiaredt, saraedi et chmanche les 
joueurs de tennis jordaniens et 
koweiriens avaient pour enjeu fa 
classification pour le second tour 
du groupe 2 de fa zone Asie/ 
Oceanie, qui se disputera en avril 
au Pakistan. 

La Jordanie etait represents 
par sa "star” du tennis, Hani A1 
Ali, avec Abdullah A1 Khalil, 
Lyad Shehadeh et Fourad 
Hamadi. 



Hani Al Afi, numero 
un jordanien 


Une interview de S.E. Ramon Armengod, ambassadeur d’Espagne 


«L 9 Europe parte d’une seuie voixu 


La tt tro3ka” eurtq>6enne ess- 
fame samedi ft Amman une 
tournee de tools jours en Jor- 
danie, en Syrie et en Egypte. 
Les miiiistoex frangais, espag- 
nol et grec des Affaires 
&raitg£res^ »±ftvent ainsi la 
phase exploratxHre de rinitia- 
tive europ£emre, lanc£e par 
I’Espagne. Ramon Armengod, 
ambassadeur d'Espagne ft 
Amman, retrace les liens de 
son pays avec le monde arabe 
et exptique la demarche de 
I'Enrope. 

— . L’Espagne n’a reconno 
PEtat dTsraS qu’en 1986, pen 
aprts son eutr6e dans la Com- 
m a n ante eorop6enne, dont die 
assume actueUement la ptisi* 
deuce. Quels soot vos rapports 
avec les pays arabes? 

— Excelients. Des afSmtes cul- 
tqrelfas, qui remontent au 14ftme' 
siftcle, font de PEspagne on alfi6 
naturel du monde arabe. Nous 
avons avec Je Maghreb des rela- 
tions privileges et entre tenons 
avec le Moyen-Orient, m&mc s'il 
est plus lointam, une bienveil!-, 
ance rdriproque. On y apprgde 
encore aujotml’hui le style music- 
al arabo-aridalou, dgvgfoppg. au ' 
Maroc fl y a six si tides! Mais 
surtout, au plan politique, I'Es- 
pagne a tou jours soutenu fa cause 
arabe. Et les droits des Palesri- 
niens en premier lieu. 

— Sur fa plan culture!, I’Es- 
paglie a-t-dfa toqjoursassumg sou 
passg arabe? Ou.assiste aduelJe- 
ment ft un regain d’inttiet pour 
cette pgriode, comme si die avait 
auparavant dg uuse sous fa bois- 



«La.pressioa est avant tout morale. Israel rgafise que P Europe 
dgsappronve la repression* 


— Non, ces ratines out tou- 
jocrsgtg connues et reconnues en 
Espagne, 06 il esriste une yieile 
4cole d'arabisants firudits. Xa lit- ^ 
tgrature, la pogsie et la. musique 
espagnoles portent cette pro- 
fonde ^ e mpi e in te. . Rieri -ft 
voir avec ia soudaine poussge de 
fiftvre orientafiste en France au 
19tine agcle, provoquSe par les . dans Pair; dans un souci 
(xinqtiSte^coloniales. Chez nous, ‘ (fumveisalisatioo de ncs rapports 
ce ^t’-est pais, une mode. Cepen- dipfomatiques. De plus, notre en- 
darit, U est vrai qoe depuis l975 • tr6e dans fa CEfe nous a poussg ft 


(mort du ggn6ral Franco, NDR), ■ 
I' Espagne s’intgresse plus ft son 
pass6 arabe que prgegdemment. 
Mais cela fait tout simplement 
partie d’op souci accni de J’Etat 
pour la ad tore, accompagnant fa 
dgmocratisation du pays. 

Nous prgparons actueUement 
te 5tme centenaire de la 
dgcouverte de i’Ameriqoe par les 
“conqttistadores”. On s’apergoit 
que P Espagne de du 15ftme sie- 
de, fortement arabisge, a mgme 
exportg le style architectural 
oriental eh Amgrique du Sud. 
Les maisoxis et gglises coioniales 
du Mexique et du Pgiou soar 
marquges par le style arabe baro- 
que, 1a richesse des omements,... 
Aujourd’hui encore, I’influence 
arabe est prgsente en Espagne 
dans l'approche de 1a religion et 
les rapports bonune-femme, par 
exemple. 

— L’Espagne araUsante ne 
ponvalt done qoe s’opposer ft b 
ergation de I’Elat dlsraH... 

— Out, et fl fast y ajouter 
Htostifitg des Israg liens au rggime 
de Franco. 

— Dans ce cootexte, b recon- 
naissance de 1986 n’a-t-efle pas 
gtg dookmrense? 

— Dfts ravftnement de la 
dgmocrarie ft Madrid, lldge gtait . 


harmoniser notre politique 
gtranggre avec cel les de nos 
voisins. Mais 1a reconnaissance 
d’lsragl nous a coiltg. Et elle s’est 
accompagnge d’une longue rg af- 
firmation du droit ft l’aulo- 
dgtenninarion palestinienne, que 
nous avons toujours dgfendu. 

— Pourquoi Felipe Gonzalez, 
lors de. sou accession ft b pr6si- 
denee do conseil des ministres 
europgens, le ler janvier, a-t-D 
bit du cooflit isragfo-arabe son 
cheval de bataille? 

— En fait, il a dgfini trois 
prioritgs: les relations avec- 
rEurope de FEst, pour accom- 
pagner le processus d'ouverture 
sovigrique, le renforcemeot des 
gchariges avec 1’Amgrique du 
Sud, ctaer ft I’Espagne, et le 
rftglement du conflit proche- 
oriental. Mais ce dernier dossier 
est une question d’urgence. Un 
vent de paix souffle dans le 
monde, il faut en profiter. Et le 
fait quela “troika” soit composge 
de trois ministres de pays 
mediterrangens est une heureuse 
coincidence. Cette formation a 
toujours exists dans les institu- 
tions europ6ennes, mais c’est fa 
premi ftre fois qu’on fa voit ft 
l’oeuvre. Ce qui est nouveau et 
intfcressant, e'est que pour fa pre- 
miere fois, V Europe se fait enten- 
dre d’une seuie voix sur une 
question de politique 6trangere. 

. — - Prgtisgment, les pays euro* 
pgens entretieunent des nrimtais 


trfts diverses avec Israftl et fas 
Etats arabes. La voix de b troika 
seva-t-elle assez forte pour gtouf- 
fer fas cacophonies? 

— Le Douze ont adoptg le 21 
novembre une dgdaration com- 
mune sur les decisions du CNP et 
ont don ng sur le conflit proche- 
oriental un mandat aux ministres 
des Affaires gtrangdres grec, 
frangais et espagnol, qui forment 
la troika. Cela montre bien qu’il 
existe une politique commune. Et 
puis on assisle dgjft ft une harmo- 
nisation des relations rationales 
europgennes avec les parties en 
conflit. 

— La declaration parlc de 
r“autodgterminatiou do people 
paJestituefT* et d’une coofireoce 
internatkmaie de paix. N’est-ce 
pas un peu flon? Aprfts tout, 
Shamir aussi est pour I’auto- 
d6 termination, quand il parle 
d*glec£ons dans fas territoires 
oceupfa... 

— Ne mettons pas fa charrae 
avant fas boeufa. Nous en som- 
mes pour 1'instant ft la phase 
ex pi o rate ire, ou fa troika s’in- 
forrae & tous les points de vue en 
presence. Sa visite en Jordanie, 
Syrie et Egypte la semaine 
prochaine s’inscrit dans ce cadre, 
avant fa conseil des ministres 
europgafts le 14 janvier ft Madrid, 
oil devrafent se dggager des prop- 
ositions phis prgtises. Mais pour 
1’instant, : 5l n’y a pas de plan,, 
europgen, Quant au concept 
d’autodgtermination. il laisse fa 
porte ouverte ft routes les for- 
me les, et notamment ft celie d’un 
Etat in dependant. 

— La Comnmnautg ne recon- 
oait pas ebcore l’Etat patestinien 
incfapendantproctamg par le CNP 
ft Alger. Ebdste-t-fl une rftgle com- 
nuuiautair^qui fonde cette recon- 
naissance apr -b definition d’un 
terrttoire? f ~- 

— Non, flVexiste pas une telle 
regie au niveau communautaire. 
Mais cbac^e pays europgen 
admet plus moins cette condi- 
tion, fonnulfb dans les doctrines, 
jundiques du’19ftme siftcie. 11 y a 
en Europe % relatif consensus 
sur ce point 

— Robndtonmas a dgfini b 
confgrence frternationale non 


comme une instance de decision, 
mais comme le “catalyseur" et 
F“avaliseur” d’un accord entre 
les parties concernges. S’agtt-fl 
d’une position communautaire? 

— Aucune prgeision n’a encore 
gtg couch6e sur le papier. Mais 
e’est une conception possible, 
sans doute la moyenne de ce que 
Ton pense en Europe. 

— Dfts que I’on parle de press- 
ions sur Israel, les gmissaires 
europgens font la sourde oreilfe. 
Pourquoi? 

— Disc ns que pour 1'instant, 
1’ Europe ne veut pas faire press- 
ion pour aboutir ft te! ou tel 
rgsuitat prgeis, mais veut pousser 
les Isragliens ft sairir l'occasion 
qui leur est offerte de rggler le 
probftme. IIs doivent comprendre 
que leur securitg ne passe pas 
seulement par des moyens mih- 
taires, mais par une paix durable. 
II faut done qu’ils acceptent les 
rgsolutions de I’ONU. En fait, 1a 
pression existe. mais elle est 
avant tout morale. Israel realise 
que l'Europe dgsapprouve sa 
politique de rgpression, et c’est 
trfts important pour I’opinion. 

— L’Europe n’a-t-eQr pas les 
moyens de peser geonomignement 
sur Israel? 

— Pas vraiment efficacement. 
Lavraie pression dgpend d'autres 
sources. Cependant, les Amgri- 
cains sont trfts attentifs ft ce qui se 
passe en Europe. Sur le vieux 
continent aussi, fl faut tenir com- 
pte de fa position de Washington. 
Car le dgblocage vieudra d’une 
convergence d’initiatives, qui 
sont encore mouvantes. Les 
Isragliens pourraient aisgment. 
tirer parti d’une division ' des 
grands blocs ft lenr ggard. 

— Pou vez- vans dresa- un pre- 
mier bibn de l’actkm europtenne 
«faiw fa co nfl it ? 

— Mgme fa fraction fa plus 
dure de l’opinion israglienne 
accepte que l’Europe joue un 
r&le, meme s’fls nous accusent 
d’etre pro-arabes. Et sous sa' 

crofite d’ intransigence, Shamir a 
dgjft fait des amcessions depuis le 
mois de janvier. 

Propos recuefllis par Francois 
Ducroux 



Sean Connery dans «Le nom de la rose* 

2eme festival du film europeen 


Europe detudftme, raoteur. Le 
second festival da film europgen 
d ’Amman se tfaodra do du 10 ao 
17 fgvrier au Centre culture! 
royal. 

“La premiere gdition, en 1987, 
avait marqug les trente ans du 
traitg de Rome, fondateur de 1a 
CEE et ce fut un succfts”, rappel- 
fa M. Falkowski, ambassadeur de 
la Communautg ft Amman. Cette 
annge encore, les films choisis ont 
tous reocontrg un fort succgs d am 
leur pays d’origine et au-delft. 
“Nous voufons montrer des films 
de qualitg qui, de par leur sujet 
ou 1a chertg de leurs droits, ont 
peu de chances de passer dans les 
cingmas oft ft la tgfavisition jorda- 
nienne”, ajoute M. Falkowski. 
Qu’on en juge par 1'affiche: 

— “Tasio”, de Montxo Armen- 
dariz (Espagne, 1984): comgdie. 
Quand le diarbonnier devient 
braconnier, fl se lie d’amitig avec 
le garde-ebasse. 

Vendrnfi 10. 20M0 

— “Soldier of Oange”, de Paul 
Verhoeven (Pays-Bas, 1977): une 
bande d’gtudiants insouciants 
gclatge par {’invasion allemande 
de 1939. Les uns rejoignent fa 
rgsistance ft Londres. Les autres 
deviennent des traltres. 

Samedi 12, 20faQ0 

— “Ginger e Fred”, de Frederico 
Fellini (Italie, 1985): mirages de 
stress et dure r6aKtg dans le 
monde de la tgfavision. Avec 
Marcello Mastroiani et Giulietta 
Masina dans le rdle des vieux 
danseurs sur le retour. 

Dimanche 13, 20M0 

— “Le nom de b rose” (The 
name of the Rose), de Jean- 
Jacques Annaud (France, 1986): 
d’aprfts le roman de l’ltalien 
Umberto Eco, avec I’acteur gcos- 


sais Sean Connery, le plus euro- 
pgen des films de la sglection: 
meurtres et fanatisme refigieux 
dans un monastftre bgngdictin, au 
14gme sigcle. 

Lundi 13, 20h00 

— “A month in tbe country” 
(Royaume-Uni. 1987): deux sol- 
dats reviennent de la premiere 
guerre mondiale dans leur petit 
village. Obsedgs par leurs 
cauchemars du front, ils recherc- 
hent les traces de leurs ance ires 
au moyen-age. 

Mardi 14, 201)00 

— “Benveuota”, d’Andrg De- 
lvaux (Belgique. 1983): un jeune 
cine as te persuade une femme 
gcrivain d’ adapter son livre scan- 
dale ux ft I’ecran. Au fil du tour- 
□age, le rdcit des amours d’un 
vieux magistrals et d'une jeune 
pianiste prend toute sa dimension 
autobi ographiq ue. 

Mercrccfi 15, 20fa00 

— “Mfinner” (Men), de Doris 
Doerrie (Allemagne Fgdgrale, 
1985): apres douze ans de 
manage, un chef de publidtg 
municbois decouvre que sa fem- 
me le trompe avec un graphiste. 
Pour gpier leurs roucoulades, le 
mari change d'identitg et emmgn- 
age avec I' am ant... 

Jendi 16, 20ii00 

— “Underground passage”, 
d'Apostolos Doxiadis (Grftce, 
1982): un ministTe aux prises avec 
fa tentative de suicide d’un ami, 
anden activiste du temps des 
colonels et un autre vieil ami 
devenu militant ecologiste, qui 
veut faire fermer une usine pol- 
luante. 

Vendredi 17, 20h00 

Films en venm origioale, soos-titrge 
en anglais. Eatrte gratnke. 


Douze fois un = douze 


Clngma europgen? Cingmas 
europgens, devrait-on dire. 
Face an ggant amgricain, 
1’ Europe a une fob de pins 
intgrgt ft s’unir demftre et de- 
vant les camgras. Jean-Pferre 
Maury, directeor de la 
CAVR(*), gebire un a ccouche- 
menl difficile. 

Recherche dngma “euro- 
pgen”, dgsespgrgment: il est 
en fait composg d’une juxta- 
position de cingmas nationaux, 
qui pftsent peu isolgznent face 
au dinosaurc amgricain. Ce 
dernier.amorti sur un marchg 
national immense, s’impose 
sur les grands et petits gcrans 
du monde entier. “recettes” 
efficaces, bas prix. Les televi- 
sions europgennes, surtout de- 
puis les vagues de privatisa- 
tion. sont elles aussi envahies 
par les “soap operas” de POn- 
de Sam. 

Que faire? Crger une pro- 
duction et un marchgeuropgen 
aux dimensions des Etats- 
Unis. Cest ainsi que la Com- 
munautg a rgagi en mars 1988 
avec le fonds Eurimage (30 
millions de FF), soutenant /a 
production, 1a coproduction et 
fa diffusion europgennes. Par 
ailleurs, on met acuteileroent 
en place le “programme 
mgdia”. desting notamment ft 
faciliter le multilinguisme 
(doubfages, sous-titrage). 

En France, prfts de ia moitie 
des films TV et dngma pro- 
jetgs sont amgricains... Rgf- 
lexe de survie? 20% des pro- 
ductions filmges en Hexagone 
sont dgjft des coproductions 
avec des pays voisins. Cette 
europganisation est revenue 
ngegssaire car il coflte de plus 


en plus cher de tourner des 
films. Mais si Ton peut joindre 
les tirelires, peut-on plaire ft 
tous les publics europgens? Le 
Frangais ne goftte pas ft sa 
pleine mesure l'humour 
anglais. 1’Allemand mgditateur 
s’accomode mal de la Idggretg 
italienne.... 

“Cest le pridpal obstacle ft 
la ergation d'un vgrtiable dng- 
ma europgen". estime Jean- 
Piene Maury. “Mais il existe 
dgjft des acteurs europgens: 
Klaus Kinski, Romy Schneider 
(dgcgdge). Marcello Mas- 
troiani, qui jouent indiffgrem- 
ment dans plusieurs langues. 
On peut aussi parler de 
cingasces europgens, habitugs 
des coproductions: Wim Wen- 
ders (“Paris-Texas”, etc.), Fel- 
lini,... La coproduction telgvi- 
see est ggalement en plein 
essor, notamment dans les stu- 
dios Bavaria de Munich'’. 

“Le nom de la rose", 
prgsentg au festivald’ Amman, 
est par excellence europgen: 
un rgalisateur frangais (Jean- 
Jacques Annaud), un auteur 
italien (Umberto Eco), un 
acteur principal gcossais (Sean 
Connery), une production 
franco-italo-allemande. Le 
film historique, qui puise dans 
un hgritage comraun ft tous les 
Europgens, est peut-etre une 
premiftre approche globale du 
public du vieux continent... 
(F.D.) 

*: Cellule Audio-Visuelle 
Regional? (Amman), la ban- 
que d’images ffangaises au 
Pmcbe-Orient. qui distribue 
des films et cassettes dans 13 
pays de la region. 


A L AFFICHE 


Festival Europe 

Centre cu l tu i d royal, tons les sobs ft 
20ttt (voir artkie cMessos). 

On golden pond 

De Marie RydeU, avec Henry Fonda, 
Jane Fonda, Katherine Hepburn: 
confUts entre trots gCnfrations d’une 
mgme famille. Trois fois prim£. 
CcaSn amMcain, Jendi 9 ct dDMMcfae 12 ft 
19tM (en ««Us) 


God created woman. Le 15: CJuldreo of 
com, Montby Python and the Hotly Graal, 
Mosquito coast, Chinese film. Dead of 
winter. 


Cln6-club 


IAN, 15MB, 
rasa, uui, aaua. Le*: 9VS week*, The 
African queen, Maria’s lovers, Chinese 
film, Mae and me. Le It: One from the 
heart, Gty dreams. Cat on a tin root, 
Chinese flu, Betrayed. Le 11: Cat people. 
The seventh sign. Name of the rase, 
Chinese film. Who framed Roger Rabbit. 
Le 12: Highlander. Habibaty ya Hah at 
toot. Quest for fire, Chinese film, Mafia A. 

Le 13: Silver baQet, Educating Rita, Brazil. 
Chinese film. Lucky 13. Le M: Hunger, 
Bryan’s fife. Frantic. Chinese film. And 


i venfon originate. Tel 6639*1. 
Santa de I’ualwendtt, ft MU aprts le 
bflthnent “Caterpillar", p-tris lire ft 
g— riie , 3** m. 

EXPOSITION 

Jean-Paul Cham bas 
Lithographies 

Le peintre Jean-Paul Cbarabas est 
I'un des principaux acteurs du re- 
nouveau de la figuration dans la 
peinture occidental actuelle. 

CCF, Jmqn'M 1C ICvrier 

TELEVISION 

“Eh bien, chantez mamtenant” (Les 
cinq dentiftres marates): un vieil bom- 
me sans ressouice est assaanog. Le 
commissatre Cabroi enqufete dans une 
petite vflle oft il se heurte au sUeoce el 
aux mensonges des habitants (JTV, 
vendredi 10 ft 17h30) 
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To be poor and 
black in S. Africa 


By Gill Tudor 

Reuter 

JOHANNESBURG — While 
a few black South Africans are 
starting to close the economic 
chasm separating them from 
their white compatriots, most 
blacks still live in grinding pov- 
erty. a recently-published re- 
port says. 

The book, by two South 
Africans, says the racially- 
polarised gulf between rich and 
poor is wider in South Africa 
than in any other country on 
record. 

Pretoria has done away with 
some of apartheid's more in- 
famous aspects in recent years 
and often argues that South 
African blacks are economical- 
ly better off than other Afri- 
cans. 

But according to "uprooting 
poverty, the South African 
challenge" by economist Fran- 
cis Wilson and doctor Mam- 
phela Ramphele, nearly two 
thirds of the country's 25 million 
blacks still scrarch by on less than 
a basic subsistence income. 

"Thousands of South Afri- 
can babies are dying of malnut- 
rition and associated diseases 
two million children are grow- 
ing up stunted for lack of suffi- 
cient calories in one of the few 
countries in the world that ex- 
ports food." the report says. 

"Tens of thousands of men 
are spending their entire work- 
ing years as lonely 'labour un- 
its' in single-sex hostels whilst 
their wives and children live 
generally in great poverty in 
the overcrowded reserves {tri- 
bal homelands.).” 

The report, the fruit of eight 
years' planning and research, 
was written for the second car- 
negie inquiry into poverty and 
development in Southern Afri- 
ca under a commission origi- 
nally set up in the 1930s to 


study poverty among whites. mates put unemployment at 35 
The first inquiry paid little per cent, 
attention to blacks, the authors “When you are out of a job, 
say. and while poor whites are you realise that the boss and 
now a tiny minority, black pov- the government have 1 the power 
env has remained acute. to condemn you to death,” the 

The report says the black book quotes a migrant worker 
share of the nation's total in- says. 

come increased from 20 to 25 “If they send you back 
per cent between 1970 and home... and you realise you 
1980. while the white share can't get a new job, it's a death 
shrank from 71 to 65 per cent, sentence. The countryside is 

But massive inequality te- ?° u •*“ dties “ 

mains in a country where three su ™ v '\ aB « P“ h, ”S 
quarters of the people are black J?".. lnto the countryside “ 
and whites constitute only 15 “ e- 

per cent of the population. The The report has provoked 
remainder are mixed-race and considerable debate inside 
of Asian extraction. South Africa, with ample cov- 

Furthermore, the authors say erage in the press and state-run 
population growth means the media. 

absolute number of desperately A radio commentary which 
poor people has probably risen voices government views cau- 
bv some two million. tiously acknowledged the re- 

"What seems to have happe- port but played down many of 
ned is that... inequalities be- its .criticisms, arguing that Pre- 
tween blacks widened as wealth to f* a had strengthened its coin- 
trickled down to a small but mirment to black employment, 
growing middle class, whilst the housing, education and welfare, 
majority were left far behind,” "‘South Africa is confronted 
they say. by precisely the same problems 

The report paints a grim as every other developing 
picture of widespread hunger, country — problems of wide- 
overcrowding and disease, par- spread poverty, rapid popula- 
ticularlv in the South African tion growth and high levels of 
countryside and in the 10 illiteracy and infant mortality," 
homelands set up as an impor- it said. 

tant plank in Pretoria s apar- But the authors say South 
theid racial system. Africa is unique both because of 

“When your children cry the degree of inequality and the 
hunger-crying, your- heart extent to which poverty is 
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Jordanian models dressed in clothes worn in different areas of Jordan 

To dress Arabian 


By Mariam M. Shahin and the weaving of materials. The 
Special to the Jordan Times materials were subsequently col- 
oured aud designed with an eye 
AMMAN - Arabic music from mprot^on comfort, beauty 
Morocco in the west to Yemen in Mdeiegancetothe wearer 
the south to Iraq in the east and . Betaudo . who h as been coUect- 
Syria in the north accompanied JSJ 

an Arab fashion show spectacular Pf 51 “ ^ t ^ lat 

in Amman last week. ^ lothes ^People ? **“‘*>''e 

, , character reflecting their natural 

Oq show against the backdrop identity " 
of tantalising music was the pri- ^ perhaps everywhere, in the 
yate collection of Arab dresses of Mab World too p^ig dress 
Hana Sadeq Beraudo, drawn according to their natural en- 
from Morocco, Tunisia, Egypt, viroiunent, says Beraudo, who 


Syria. Palestine, the Yemen, 
Saudi Arabia, Iraq and Jordan. 
The dedicated bur selective 


has divided the clothes worn in 
the Middle East into three main 
categories — city dresses, country 


wants to break. It will be better 
if they were dead." one .black 
mother is quoted as saying. 


caused and reinforced by deli- 
berate racial policies. 

As examples they cite gov- 


Infant mortality — the num- eminent restrictions on blacks 
ber of children who die before seeking work outside the 
their first birthday — is be- homelands, and “forced remo- 
tween 94 and 124 per 1.000 live vals” which have uprooted 
black births. For whites, the thousands from their homes in 
figure is 12. designated white areas in the 

The report describes a South name of residential apartheid. 
Africa where homelands are “Virtually all the strategies 
used as pools of cheap labour individuals can adopt against 
and dumping grounds for the poverty involve breaking the 
unemployed. Unofficial esti- law in some way,” they say. 


pursuit of the Amman-based col- attires and desert clothes, 
lector was indeed reflected in the Explaining further on the cate- 
range of dresses on display, which gorisation, Beraudo observed 
was hosted by the Jordanian that dwellers change their 
chapter of the American Uni- clothes according to the different 
versity of Cairo (AUC) Alumni times of year and occasions. 

Their clothes are spun finely and 
In Beraudo’s own words, “it embroidery is an important ele- 
has taken me a great deal of time, meat in making them as estheti- 
effort and money to collect these cally beautiful as possible. Deli- 
items.” But, what were her cate jewellery is often worn with 
motivations to start collecting city dresses. Beraudo points out 
what could be described as some that "the clothes that city folk 
of the best in fashion and tradi- wear are more decorative than 
tion from the Arab World — substantive.” 
whether in the Mashreq or Several factors left their mark 
Maghreb? "First, I wanted to on the dottaes city people wore;' 
save the designs; second, the idea 1) trade and artistic exchange 
was to keep them alive as refer- with other countries and cultures: 
ence material; and third, I 2) relative economic prosperity 
wanted to develop them and give and 3) religion and social ethos. 


Japanese bookbinder 
is would be emperor 


the contemporary Arab woman 
the chance to use them in her 
different daily activities." 


The designs and materials used 
to make village or country clo- 
thing are determined mainly by 


By Janet Snyder 

Reuter 

TOKYO — If history had turned 
out differently. 64-year-old book- 
binder Takanobu Kumazawa 
might have beeD the emperor of 
Japan. 

He is not pressing too hard 
family's 600-year-old claim to the 
Chrysanthemum throne for fear 
of police harassment and rightist 
violence. 

These days, he also refuses to 
grant interviews for fear that 
media exposure would harm the 
marriage prospects of his two 
daughters. 

"I don't want to talk to any- 
body anymore," Takanobu told 
Reuters when contacted by tele- 
phone. " People create ail kinds 
of stories about us, and I'm fed 
up with it." 

His father, Hiromichi, went to 
his grave protesting that he was 


tors of the current imperial fami- 
ly, reneged on the deal and tried 
to wipe out the southern court, 
ancestors of the Kumazawas. 


ity attempts. _/ " ' : 

One family acquaintance com- 
mented on Takanobu’s reluct- 
ance to go public: “His wife has 


Beraudo pointed out to the geographical .imperatives, says 
audience, mostly members of the the collector. The dresses are cut 
AUC Alumni Club and their simply and often decoration is 
families and friends, that histor- minimal and spontaneous. The 
ically the clothing industry began patch work often seen on dresses 
with the planting of seeds and is one example of spontaneous 
rearing of animals. This was fol- decoration. It is also an example 
lowed by the spinning of threads of how every piece of material is 


used economically and how to 
accommodate the dress of a lar- 
ger woman when the width of her 
loom does not accommodate ber 
figure. 

Country women use a great 
deal of jewelry. Their jewelry is 
often simply cut and has religious 
relevance. According to Be- 
raudo, "the simplicity in which 
both the country ■ and bedouin 
woman dresses and decorates 
herself reflects the society she 
lives in. There is a minimal 
amount of class distinction in 
these societies as well as more 
economic self-reliance than in the 
city. Country' folk and the be- 
douin do not show their wealth or 
'greatness' through fancy clo- 
thing, but rather by their generos- 
ity, courage and other social char- 
acteristics." 

Beraudo points out that “un- 
fortunately. when a bedouin or a 
peasant decides to come to the 
city, he/she often leave behind 
their authentic apparel,’ and be- 
gin to imitate city dwellers to an 
exaggerated extent. This often 
leads to a disfiguration and chaos 
in appearance." 

Beraudo’s show last Thursday 
reminded the audience of the 
wealth and artistic character of 
traditional dresses of the Arab. 
World. She commented that “in 
the Middle East as in much of the 
developing world, people try " to 
imitate the dressing habits of the 
West and often do so very clumsi- 
ly. Dressing habits are often .ex- 
aggerated and seem ‘clownish.’ 
People mimic the West as if they 
had an inferiority complex or a 
feeling of insecurity. Consequent- 
ly modern clothing in the de- 
veloping world often lack artistic 
character, beauty, originality and 
authentitity." .. •. 


A Tunisian sfainral and' jacket 
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After more than 50 years of convinced him that nothing will 
battles, two surviving princes of change. And the rightists can 
the southern court escaped to certainly disrupt the fortunes of 
Aichi prefecture in central Japan the family if he persists.” 
and took the name Kumazawa „ rare interview g^ed 

The dynastic, depute rested before Hirohito . s death, the 
there for centuries and northern K oto jounla ] ted Takanobu 
court successors like Hirohito and u ’ ayi i g . -The usurpation of the 
^ <«*■» “Trbaps only 


to have continued to reign. 

ft look Takanobu’s grandfather 
Taizen, a Buddhist preacher, to 
stir things up 500 years after the 
southern court disappeared. 

Taizen whipped up so much 
support for his claim at the turn 


one small problem, but it's tym- 
bo Li cally important. 

"The emperor as symbol of our 
people should express the truth of 
our history. If this great position 
is gained or maintained dishon- 



•'A I- ' A -. 

:-v. . f. 


of the century that in 1911 be sets a damaging prece- 

even enlisted Emperor Meiji. dent for the whole society.” 


who ordered history textbooks to 
note that 1336-92 was the south- 
ern court period. 


For most Japanese, the 
"Kumazawa Emperor" is a vir- 
tually unknown footnote of his- 


Meiji died before the Kumaza- tory. But there are at least a few 



the real son of Heaven instead of wa could establish themselves supporters. 


Hirohito, who died on Jan. 7 
after reigning for 62 years and 
whose funeral is on Feb. 24. 

The family’s right to some 
claim on the throne was acknow- 
ledged by none other than Hiro- 
hitho’s own grandfather. Emper- 
or Meiji, but he died soon after 
recognising the Kumazawa’s role 
in Japan's imperial history. 

Now, as Hirohito's lavish 
funeral approaches, history buffs 
may be tempted to look back on 
the record. 

The Kumazawa pretenders are 
at the centre of the only major 
dynastic schism in Japanese his- 
tory, from 1336-1392. 

In 1336 two rival branches of 
.the imperial family, the northern 
court and the southern court, 
simultaneously staked claims to 
the throne. 

They settled the matter with an 
agreement to take turns, each 
emperor to be followed by one 
from the rival branch. 

But the northern court, ances- 


further. 

Taizen died in 1929. but in 


Japanese mystery writer Jiro 
Kageyama wrote in a recent 




1946, his son Hiromichi took his magazine article: “Emperor 
cause to General Douglas Hirohito is a descendant of the 
Mac Arthur, then commander of heretic northern dynasty. We 
the U.S. occupation forces in should uphold the b ann er of the 
Japan. legitimacy of the southern 

Dressed in formal Kimono dynasty." 
emblazoned with the imperial 

Chrysanthemum crest, the — — 

shaven- beaded Hiromicbi went to — 

the headquarters of the occupa- 
tion command and announced 
that he was the legitimate heir to Cinema 

the throne. COI 

But MacArthur refused to see < 

him. The decision to keep Hirohi- 
to on the throne after the war was 
made for the sake of Japan's 
stability and no rival claims were 

being considered. MwMwiww 

Hiromichi, undaunted, went 
on the stump throughout Japan, 
and drummed up some grassroots 

support. He died in 1966. fedora**** 3 jo. 6:is. «n 

Years of harassment by right- ^ — ■ — ■ 

wing extremists have squelched 
son Takanobu's tentative public- ~ 



A formal dress worn in Iraq and several Gnlf countries' 


A dress from Syria 



A dress from R a m a R a h , Palestine A dress Grom Northern Iraq The traditional dress of Salt, Jordan 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


Cinema 




Tel: 675571 ^ 
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Performance* 3 JO. 6:15. 9£0 


OF THE SUN 


Mo u m bos 3:30. b:IS. SJH. Id-jn 



'Cinema 


We Are All 'i 
Thieves My Dear] 

• - i 

1 

^Performances: 3:30. fc3Q, fc36. iQge 
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update on ozone 


jp g i ddi f.A«A-.D. 

fre :reartbT-UVA is also ejected to 
y mcntasc v but m small amount in 
Poawae -irSis- relatiorito the U VA already pre- 
sear iin sotiiigftt reaching the 
sux&<»-wlucfi -earth's surface. ;:• 

1 4jnadence of . '■" Since, 1974 , it has. been decided 
tvo£1988.ari that the releas e of cfalorofluoro- 

of-^Saenfcists carbcms(CFCs). substances used 
(National, Aero- ‘ id aerosol propellants^ re- 
fpgerartts^ swvenB, and foam 
> - blowing .agents, could deplete 


danger of even more dramatic tion in ozone will reach 40 per 
increases in skin cancer from fix- cent by the year 2075/if measures 
ture depletion of ozone in the are not taken to control the pro- 
absence of international , actions, duction of CFCs. These actions 
Dr. Longstreth warns. Ultra- need to take place at the intema- 
violet (UV) radiation will in- tional level.' 


crease, and this will certainly lead 
to- an increase in the occurrence 


As of August 1988, thirty- 


of common skin cancers and will seven nations have signed the 


probably affect the incidence of 
maligant melanoma as well. 

Studies predict that for every 1 
per cent decrease in stratospher- 


Montfeal Protocol, the interna- 
tional treaty designated to reduce 
the production of CFCs by SO per 
cent within 10 years, and to 



Halida Latta surrounded by her army of helpers 


ic ozone, there will be'a 2-3 per freeze the use of ha tons. This 


The Lord Mayor and Princess Mai da attending one of Halida 
Latta’s charity functions 


' * "5wx»fc.Q^ i vp*drwhelm^ between 

_s uch ~as > 4- 1 978 the use of CFCs in 

_. n „i*ririter^ dropped 60 per cent. 

scsO^bzb^reachedfi.Z percent:' !ln 1978. non-essential aerosol 
■ Anorcdca, -seasonal .de^ - uses of CFCwere banned, in the 
" United States, .as 1 they were in 
Canada and Scandinavia: Howev- 

- --- r - - er, these industrial chemicals are' 

• * : still cuirentl y used in their non- 

■ s’w few ifieb? &' A <5rect link ^ aerosol : capacities. 

-'SunoHght^-' aml^ . .. . 

S yat asif anJ'sqtrarnpus ce H car- '. .-Clear ana present danger 
-ejfcdfeis; 'fb&t&o' main fj^jes^Tf 1 ■ 

npt prif fo prana -tdpiy cavt^er. And ; ; Currently, over 500,000 new 
wbilejterejatiottship cases of skm cancer are diagnosed 

- bretenpiniM-iS- "inore?- complex^ ‘ annually in * the United States. 
tbe^is^ddeE^e: taipppqrt that V with «ye r 10,000 resulting in 

. : link & well. . - A V ; ■. ... 

iThesun emus large amounK of . - . According to Janice D. Long- 
iiKrTfVC*lmtonl/ srreth.JPlj.D. . Consultant to the 
qmnnTit nf Environmental Protection Agen-- 

- U^ pej^ttate the tfexro Uyer in cy's (EPA) . Stratospheric Ozone 

' -■■tp reach.ffie . Programme, there will be an 

:ear?A^ siaface. This layer, is the additional 154 million skin cancer. 

: . oolyprotertive barrieragaiqst the cases and 3.2 million deaths 
' ' 'ng rays, ofthesun. ' ampnjr population born before 
'thejakren tratis of ozone ^ . 2075 tf no controls are taken to 
^SaKreased amounts of reduce the 1 ozone depletion, 
iiadiatioti ^ Wiil.'>eadi ;the ‘ ‘There is dear and present 


cent increase in UVB radiation. 
For melanoma, this could mean 
an increased incidence of 1-1.5 


agreement will take effect Jan. 1, 
1989, if ratified by 11 nations 
representing 2/3 of the world's 


Farewell to a friend 


per cent and for basal cell and CFC consumption. .Ratifying 
squamous cell carcinomas a 3-6 countries to date: the United 
per cent increase. As we said, less s tatcs . Canada , Mexico , Norway, 
is more. Sweden, New Zealand, and 

Current incidence Egypt ' 

. '. Significant Reduction 

Skin cancer we see today is not 

a result of the decrease in stratos- i t ^ expected that ozone con- 
phenc ozone that has already cgntrafjon will continue to de- 
occuned. “h is only within the . 

past few years that a measurable crea ff °, vcr th ? next ce P t “9' 38 \® 
decrease in ozone concentration P re ^ ous production of 

has been reported." explains chloiofluorocarbons even if there 

Margaret L. Kripke. Ph. D . Pro- £. f’S^SSS“S- W1 ? t 
fessor and Chairman. Depart- Montreal Protocol. This is te- 

ment of Immunology. University have ‘ong 

of Texas, M.D. Andetson Cancer .mosplieric lifetimes (75-100 
Centre ."...it probably has not years). However, with the rati- 
been present long 'enough to fication of the protocol, measures 
affect the incidence of skin can- will be taken to significantly re- 
cers which are induced over a ■ duce CFCs. thereby reducing the 
period of several decades." projected increases in skin timeer 

cases and deaths. With controls 
Montreal Protocol: An Inter- of future depletion, the EPA 
nn Ho nal Commitment projects that 150 million addition- 
al cases and 3 million deaths will 
It is predicted that the de pie- be prevented. 


Significant Reduction 
It is expected that ozone con- 



'ng, rays, of the sun. • ; " 
'^tojakreo t rate of ozone 
or^SaKireased amounts of 
^Jradi^pn wiij . ;the- 


By Hind Lara Mango 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Many of those in- promote the country's best in- 
volved in charity work in Jordan t crests she says, 
will, no doubt, feel the void “In my view Jordan and its 
created by the departure of Tuni- people are unforgettable; within 
sian bom Halida Ben Rajab Lat- two months of arriving here I had 
ta this week. become completely absorbed into 

the life of this country." Mrs. 
, .. , . «... Latta noted. She told the Jordan 

Latta, wife of the British Ti mes that “wherever one goes 
(.ounal director, has acquired a he u met ^ a heartwarming 
reputation for being a selfless we i come that comes from hun- 
and steadfast fund raiser for char- tj re£ j s Q f years of practice ... and 
itable causes. She has devoted when one is involved in activities 
much of her time and energy as he is listened to politely and 
well as her home to support sympathetically." She explains 
worthwhile causes and has perso- to** during her four and a half 
nally arranged for and supervised years in Jordan she received unh- 
. . . , ° . . mited aid in her various charity 

charitable functions. During her W0T ^ 


Montreal Protocol: An Inter- 
natumal Commitment 


stay in Jordan and as a result of within the first three years of 
her many activities m her capacity her ^ managed to ^ JD 
as the wife of the director of the 18j00 0 for charitable causes by 


people and their country, she has Most of the funds collected were 
also come to feel part of Jordan, used in building a day care cen- 
Wherever she goes she will keep tre, the Mental Health Society, 
Jordan in her heart and mind and and community school at the Be- 
promote the country's best in- qaa camp, 
terests she says. Another project which Latta 

“In my view Jordan and its worked on is the establishment of 
people are unforgettable; within a College for Occupational Ther- 
two months of arriving here I had apy. This meant that lots of 
become completely absorbed into agreements had to be made by 
the life of this country," Mrs. myriads of organisations: A curri- 
Latta noted. She told the Jordan cuiuni bad to be drawn up which 
Times that “wherever one goes would be recognised and accre- 
he is met with a heartwarming dited by the Ministry of Higher 
welcome that comes from bun- Education. She added that the 
dreds of years of practice ... and General Union for Voluntary 
when one is involved in activities Societies (GUVS) had done its 
he is listened to politely and best* in helping by granting the 
sympathetically." She explains premises for the college at the 
that during her four and a half Farah Rehabilitation Centre in 
years in Jordan she received unii- the Hussein Medical Centre: 
mited aid in her various charity “This is a great advantage." she 
work. said “since the only three occupa.- 

Within the first three years of tional therapists in the Kingdom 




a shot in the arm 


as the wife of the director of the 18j00 0 for charitable causes by 
British Council as well as her organising fund raisers, writing 
charitable activities, she has met letters to various organisations, 
many Jordanians. Not only has and most important, through the 
she come to love the Jordanian help of the Jordanian people. 


work there, we will have some 
real expertise on our team." 

The motivation behind her 
charity work, she says, lies in her 
belief in team work, and cultural 
diplomacy. 


She and her husband have con- 
tributed a great deal in creating 
an atmosphere of friendship and 
understanding between the peo- 
ple of Jordan and Britain. All this 
despite the fact that they are not 
professional diplomats. 

The Lartas have now been 
posted at the British Council 
Headquarters in London. There. 
Mrs. Larra will continue to raise 
money for Jordan and keep in 
touch with the people that have 
been a help to her. 

“I have been happy in this 
country, it has been unbelievably 
easy to ask for help, and as a 
consequence get an army of hel- 
pers. What else could one hope 
for?" 

"My special thanks go to 
Prince Ra'ad and Princess Majda 
for their continuous support and 
all the people that have helped 
me. Jordan to me will always be 
remembered as the land of the 
twinkling stars." Mrs. Latta said. 

real expertise on our team." 




pan be happy. It's been a 
-tremendous victory — a 
HE^E^^sntral-fiaiti ^ The : -Jrarade/' . 
wpirien' weee string on tW lone- ^ It:. was, a victory, for ordinary 
m the dark • hut that 1 something very rare in. 

s«^^.%'S4ecm8ttob' post Had. In 1988, the country had 
q vacdne~for them- suffered four governments and 

S - '■ twolmilitary coups .—but doctors. 

Tri«b£n^ £iint^. 40rper osht of heahh officials ' ]ocai volunteers 
tfrair ^ general public had com- 
any '- pletwi a nationwide ^mpaign to 
^cfe But thavws: Ya«*nate at least 60 per cent 
three "chfldreh against the main vac 


-irw^tbe^offliree - chad/eh against the raain.\'acdne- 
eVt'e^^ vai^rnation ^ preventable disabling and killer 
foHL-tthetf hundreds diseases- 

believes that by 

S iitmtty vacdnesEitb -<be: early !?90s. tbe whole of 


been very, important for such 
campaigns — but with masshre 
instability and mistrust the oppo- 
site had proved true in Haiti. 

But when Duvalier fled the 
country,, and there was some 
hope of democracy, practical 
people including health ministry 
doctors, World Health Organisa- 
tion and UNICEF staff, and local 
members of Rotary international 
— which is running a worldwide 
antipolio drive — set out to estab- 
lish a new, decentralised, popular 
approach to vaccination. 

They focused on children — 
very much the centre of Haitian 
society as they are seen as the 


cies of its priest. Father Aristfcde. ‘ 

Public reaction was extraordin- 
ary. The Tom'ons Macoutes were By Clare Lovell 

said to be “against vaccination." Reurer 

Several of the group that attacked- 

the church were tracked down; HERCULANEUM, Italy — 
and bum with petrol-filled tyres; Italy is hoping that with the 


Italy unearths treasures 


in so-called “necklace killings.” 
Within eight days (here was a 
coup, arguably in part due to the 
Tontons’ violation of a day that 
had been sacred to the health of 
children. 

Within another 24 hours, the 


help of international cash it mil 
unearth some of the finest sur- 
viving treasures of the - ancient 
world, buried for 1,900 years 
under volcanic mud and lava. 

The Roman city of Hercula- 
neum. destroyed by the same 
devastating eruption of Vesu- 


erJrtttfa^’To ;'cbme volun? most enuomn should be re- 

life-saving shots against 

- tbfc radfohv^ * - diphtheria, whooping cough, 

I Isat beaVilv ~ tetanus, and some protection 

agjurSt 'tuberculbsfe.' 

A ycur walk'TO g^ to^ ^ The 1988 campaign was the 

^ k through ^Gr6o^traJlsTator. ‘‘An most draroatic demonstration .of 
' i hour^>l^^T^6ses^'d ■’ 'an increasing interest in public 
& sraT^g a^ tiir^ Arid health and vaednatiori in Haiti 

v- wby dGd She-comet A volunieeT- ■. • whose effects are already becom- 
■ had.-^ooaie.H^y :herv<yiUage and . ingrdear. Io 1983, polio vaccine. 


approach , to vaccination. new minister had also given his ? devastating eruption of Vesu- 

fe s that by They focused on children — approval for the second and third Ivtus that swept over nearby 

whole - of very much the centre of Haitian days of vaccination — and by ^Pompeii in 79 A.D., has been 
and Haiti society as they are- seen as the Dec. 13 the. 1988 campaign wa^ 5 pnly partially excavated. 
nkgrt i Re^- only innocents in a natioti fun of ccnriplete, to be extended this Archaeologists believe excep- 
poKov ■* mistrust — and set about restnic- year.and next with more days and, lional examples of classical 


he tree -df poho, 
:n should be re- 


* sralitig'Md ttirmng aw^^ And health and vaednatiori in Haiti 

t v- why dGd She-'cbmey . A volunted- ■. • whose effects are already becom- 
- hajd.-^vne.^y her- Grillage and . - ing^dear. Io 1983, polio vaccine, 
con , wri&d h^ ir witild be good - simply . administered as three 
&b-. ftw Rer and j^^baby^ ^tie s^i ' drops in tbe mouth, reached no 
tT Had women ar^ children " nvore than 8 per cent of Haitian 

? v in^tm'-village '(x>me7^e$.rT^ked - - children, and 63 cases of -polio 
S’. aivbth« WDTtian, hold^ tiny., were registered. Jp 1988, with the 
scul.^how -long she^d taken . ’ help of Rotary International 
B' sahf • whicti purc has ed, ibe vaccine and 

U-- Abcj^^rpriie.'^!^ . ; organised a media campaign to 

■5.: ^l m^e'me/betier,'’ she hp^ ; .support^ the progrsimrae, only 

"three ' v fo or new: cases were discovered, 
gt? ^alsoat- v ' ^ Amazingly and self-effacingly, 

the: c^paignr'bn ^e radid. politicians in this faction-torn and 

. “ A-’Joca I ' vol un teer, Ge rnai n ' bloody country have accepted a 
Id^hajlerr^poudly -in : back seat in thecaxnpaign. People 
harid. ^was siariding • nearby .1 m Haiti, long exploited by de- 
^dedvivhat , he’d been doing. . cades of selfrserving dictatorship, 
‘ < p^i‘bc^-7mvking people to are suspicious of any organise- 
iMun^^OCsferted ^ », particularly one led by 

hdnrirvbefore . tfawn, . and live, j»liticians. "The people are very 
round ," 'Was he being' intelligent — they don’t want to 
• paid? No. - Why wa$ be. doing it? be used, "said Casta'll bo. So when 
' area, X want to do the first, highly politicised vac- 

soniethirig foT; everyone, 1 ’ he .ci na t i on campaign was launched 
saii^/ *. V ’ i- '' • *i .1985 by the wife of the then 
Later ro’ Port-au-Tnbce, the dictator,. Baby-Doc Duvalier, it 
Hainan capitaT.' CarkJS CagtiUbo, . . was a flop, reaching only 12 per 
ifepreseptatiye of the United Na- . cent of the children, 
dons OriWrqns’ Fund, UNlfeEF, . - - In Latin America, in Africa 
$rid TiaJti had the forest le vel of and Asia^ engaging the political 
^ ' zasaBcmp^ihb"Ainer- - vrill, the charisma’ and the public 

vteiy-sad. But now we . .profile of the presidency, has 


luring the ministry of health, im- 
proving relations between the pri- 
vate and public health sectors. 
They enlisted the help of the 
media, the Scouts and local orga- 
nisations working for children, 
brought in individual churchmen 
(but avoided the hierarchy of the 
church, of which ordinary people 
were suspicious), and found 
50,000 volunteers like Gemain 
Brcnor throughout the country. 

Routine work slowly raised the 
proportion of children- vaccinated 
to 20 per cent, with a higher 
proportion in the capital, but the 
piece de resistance was to be 
three days of -national mobilisa- 
tion, in 1988 with a target of 
vaccinating 50-60 per cent of chil- 
dren under five. 

Despite the low political pro- 
file, behind-the-scenes political 
support was nevertheless essen- 
tial. The second government of 
1988 defined the three vaccina- 
tion days — for September, 
November and December. Then 
there was a coup. Within 24 hours 
the new health minister had con- 
firmed the campaign dates and 
was allowing his staff to get on 
with rhe work. 

Then on the first vaccination 
day, terror. A band of Tontons 
Macoutes, members ".of the old, 
lawless Presidential guard arid 
one of Haiti's chief tools of 
oppression and terror, massacred 
the congregation at the church of 
St. Jean Bosco in Port-au'-Prince i 


steady work in the field. 

Xavier Leus of the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) says 
this success has been important 
for tlte whole health system. “For 
the first time ever in Haiti they 
are taking services to the people, 
rather than waiting for them to 
come and ask. We know we won't 
reach 100 per cent but just setting 
the objective has been highly 
significant... It’s a re-orientation. 
Out in the countryside, if people 
haven’t come for their, vaccines, 
they are checking why. It’s been a 
change in the entire way health 
services are provided in this coun- 
tjy;” /Panos. 


architecture lie almost intact 
beneath the debris of centuries. 
1 “If we could uncover the 
Sty, it would be magnificent, 
&nd much more valuable than 
Bpmpeii," said Professor Bal- 
d^ssare Conti cello, chief custo- 
dfin of the two archaeological 
si$s just south of Naples. 

the beginning of this cen- 
tuw the idea of seeking funds 
abroad to excavate the sites 
was turned -down as an affront 
to jia tional dignity. Today ev- 
ery ^effort is made to stimulate 
foreign interest in Italy’s 


andfent heritage. 
T|e professoi 


professor told Reuters 


Herculaneum was less well- 
known than Pompeii with its 
famous erotic wall paintings, 
largely because of the small size 
and inaccessibility of the site. 

“Herculaneum is buried 
under 27 metres of solidified 
lava so it’s very difficult arid 
expensive to excavate, whereas 
Pompeii, which was covered in 
ash, was uncovered in some 
places just by hand," he said.. 

Conticello added that the 
Pompeii site was entirely own- 
ed by the state and had been 
excavated, but as much as two 
thj^ds ,df . Herculaneum lay 
under private farm land or the 
bustling streets" of modern 
Ercolano. 

Main street 

“Gradually we have been 
buying up little parcels of land, 
but many of the locals aren’t 
interested in selling — they 
aren't interested in what lies 
underneath," be said. 

“We think one of the main 
streets of Herculaneum lies 
under the mam street of the 
new city, so we can’t get at 
that.” 

But the treasures that have 
been discovered since excava- 


tions began in earnest in the metres from ihc sea. the wreck of 
1920s, and that are still pain- a wooden ship lies alongside sew- 
stakingly being brought to light ers where hundreds of terrified 
by Conticello’s team, represent citizens vainly sought shelter 
a wealth of classical art and from the advancing molten lava, 
architecture. Their piled skeletons are one of 

„ . . . . . . the most gruesome finds at Her- 

Seaside villas of (tch families 

from Rome and Naples with Conticello's newest project, for 

magnificent terra ires and deli- an international appeal is 

cately painted frescoes, stand ^ | aun ched. involves the ex- 
beside shops and bara still con- cavarion of wha| was probably 
taming the wnc flagons and ^ tQwn . s most luxurious ^ 
bread ovens of ancient times Archaeologists believ e it may 
Among the pme trees of the have t0 j u lius Caesar's 

cobbled streets, overlooked by f at her-in-law. 
the ramshackle modern buildings The villa Dei P§pyri was origi- 
of ercolano. stand an ancient na „ y discovered b " 18lh ^tury 

brothel with its lewd walljaint- archaeology. They dug several 
mgs and two mosaic-covered bath we „ s ^ ^ ck [fy tQ 

houses with sophisticated water- reach jt abandoned the pro- 
heating systems. ject after several workmen were 

Even wooden beams and fumi- killed by poisonous gases, 
ture were preserved at Hercu- Conticello believes the villa has 
laneum, carbonised by the in- three terraces at different levels 
tense heat of the eruption. Whole down to the beach, with panor- 
houses are intact, giving a vivid araic views of the Mediterranean, a 
impression of how people lived, swimming pool, a network of 
At. Pompeii, further from the rooms decorated with mosaics 
volcano, all the wood burned, and paintings and extensive gar- 
while at Herculaneum dens. 

archaeologists have found a Finance for the general upkeep 


while at Herculaneum dens. 

archaeologists have found a Finance for the general upkeep 
child's cradle, beds, and elegant of Herculaneum and Pompeii and 
furniture with delicate carved continuing excavations comes 
legs. from the government, which sets 

In the little port, now some 400 aside $1.4 million a year. 


profile qf the presidency, has as a “protest" at the radical poli- 
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. campaign coeqi^ed last Deraoiter, was a ray of hope for a long . 
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THE HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 

MINISTRY OF WATER AND IRRIGATION 
JORDAN VALLEY AUTHORITY 
Advertisement for Preqhalification 
of Contractors to Tender for the 
North Ghor Conversion Project 
The government of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
has secured a loan for financing the construction of this 
project from the Japanese Overseas-Economic Coopera- 
tion Fund. 

Applications are invited from: ;1) Local Jordanian 
contractors classified: a) with first grade in both water & 
sewerage and in electro-mechanical, or b) with first grade 
jn water & sewerage, in joint venture with first grade in 
.electro-mechanical, 2) Japanese contractors, and 3) 
contractors of all developing countries, as defined in 
article 1.1. (b) of the Memorandum qf Understanding of 
Untying of Bilateral Development Loans, in accordance 
with the following conditions:- )• 

1. Description of Project:- 

a) CIVIL WORKS: These comprise; 10 turnouts along 
King Abdullah Canal including sand traps, pumps for 
. pumping stations and gravity turrjbuts 1 and an oper- 
ator’s dwelling block' at each turnout 


These include: 

29 pumping units, 10 mechanical sheens, 10 mecha- 
nical trash racks, valving and controls, motor-control 
centres, outdoor lighting for the are^s of the turnouts, 
. and pumping stations and other ancillary electro- 
mechanical works. 

c) PIPELINE NETWORKS AND ROADS: These 
include: ir . 

— 280 km of pipelines between ^oq . 700 mm 

diameter. t,. 

— 48 km new service roads. 

. — 170 km rehabilitation of existing Iservice roads. 

— 2300 farm turnout assemblies. 

2. ■ Prequalification forms may be obtained.’ from the main 
• offices of- Jordan Vailey Authority - Jabai Amman, 

• starting Feb. 9, 1989 against a non-refendable fee of 
..JD 100.- ‘ :? •' . 

3. The present schedule is to make tencfer documents 
available to prequalified contractors on May 20, 1989. 
•Construction will require about three a$d half years. 

4. Last date for submission of prequaJrfication form and 
documentation at the Directorate of Government Ten- 

- ders/ Ministry of Public Works and Hou&ng, shall be 
: March 8, 1989 at 1:30 p.m, £ . 

Dr. Eng. M|Banl Hani 
• Secretary General 
Ministry of Water And Irrllatlon/JVA 


Every Saturday night 

6 NEPTUNE'! 
GN 1 GHT ( 

FRESH FISH &SHELL. FISH 
FROM SEAS 

UNCOMPARABLE 

MEALS SERVED 

IN A RELAXED 

PIANO • [p 

ATMOSPHERE 

9 JD per person. 
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SELECTION OF HORS 

DOEUVRES ’4 

SHRIMPS COCKTAIL 
OR 

SMOKED SALMON 

• • • 

LOBSTER BISQUE (SOUP; 
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Please 

R ese rv e In Advance 
Tel: 08/51000 


A CHOICE OF 

GRILLED SEA FOOD BROCHETTE 
OR 

OVEN BAKED SEABASS IN -SALSA HARRA- 
OR 

DEEP FRIED -ARABIAN GULF- SHALLOW 
WATER FISH 
OR 

LOBSTER TAIL WITH JUMBO SHRIMP 

• • • 

’ VEGETABLE GHAT IN 
• a • 

GATEWAY DELICACIES 
FROM TROLLY. 
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World Bank forecasts new 
lending to reach J$21 billion 


WASHINGTON (AP) — New loans by the World 
Bank, b igg est source of aid to the Third World, will 
reach a record $21 billion in the year ending June 
30, bank officials predicted Tuesday. 


Ernest Stern, vice president for 
finance, estimated that S16 billion 
would go to the somewhat more 
prosperous countries which still 
need easy loans to raise then- 
living standards. They pay in- 
terest at a variable rate*, now 7.65 
per cent a year. 

Sheldon Rappaport, the bank's 
financial spokesman, said over 
S5.5 billion will go to the poorest 
countries from die bank's Inter- 
national Development Associa- 
tion (IDA). It makes loans at less 
than one per cent interest. 

New loans in the previous year 
totalled $19.2 billion. 

Last April, the 151 govern- 


ments that own the bank agreed 
to raise its capital by about S75 
billion so that it can go on in- 
creasing its loans. 

Stern said that by the end of 
the year seven countries had sub- 
scribed fully for a total of $8.76 
billion. Seven others had sub- 
scribed in part, including the Un- 
ited States, which owns the 
largest block of shares. 

Between July and December, 
the first half of the bank’s year, 
new loans totalled $4.6 billion. 
Stern explained to reporters that 
loans are always bunched in the 
final three months of the bank's 
year, between April and June. 


He singled out India, the big- 
gest borrower, as making a spe- 
cial effort to increase its use of 
credit from Che bank. Many Third 
World countries, already carrying 
heavy debt burdens, are reluctant 
to add to them. 

Stern said the bank had net 
income of $486 million in the 
July-December period, after 
making a provision of $176 mil- 
lion for possible losses. 

Last June, it decided to start 
putting such provisions aside 
whether a country is six months 
overdue on any payment. Pre- 
viously it waited for two years. 

No new country fell behind by 
six months in the last half of 1988 
and the situation has stabilised. 
Stern said. 

Countries still six months be- 
hind in their payments are Nicar- 
agua, Panama, Peru, Guyana, 


Liberia, Syria, Sierra Leone and 
Zambia. 

The bank makes most of its 
money by using its excel- 
lent credit standing to bor- 
row money at advantageous rates 
all over the world and.invest it at 
higher rates while waiting to lend 
it to the countries that need it. 

Loans to the poorest areas are 
financed out of direct contribu- 
tions by more than 30 donor 
countries. 

This year the bank expects to 
.borrow about $10 billion, down 
from $11.5 billion last year. Stem 
explained that some of the coun- 
tries it has loaned to in the past — 
notably South Korea and Roma- 
nia — have been making early 
repayments. 

Smaller amounts are coming 
from Thailand, he said. 


Austral loses 32 per cent against dollar 


BUENOS AIRES, Argentina 
(AP) — The foreign exchange 
value of the Austral, Argentina's 
national currency, fell by 32 per 
cent when banks and exchange 
houses opened Tuesday morning 
following a one-day, government- 
ordered shutdown. 

Argentines who could purchase 
one dollar for 17.59 austraJs 
last Friday found they had to pay 
26 austraJs Tuesday morning. , 

The fluctuation follows the de- 
cision Sunday night by the eco- 
nomy, ministry to no longer inter- 
vene in the exchange market by 
selling dollars in an effort to 
stabilise the austral and dampen 
inflation. 

In addition to holding down the 
dollar, which Argentines for 
years have bought as a hedge 


against inflation, the government 
since last August has kept interest 
rates positive to encourage inves- 
tors to put their australs In certifi- 
cates of deposit and other finan- 
cial instruments, thus keeping 
them in the banking system and 
generating f\inds for lending. 

However, inflation in Decem- 
ber and January — 6.8 per cent 
and 8.9 per cent, respectively — 
outpaced government projec- 
tions. interest rates rose into dou- 
ble digits, and more and more 
Argentines concluded the gov- 
ernment could not afford to con- 
tinue propping up the austral. 

In the first week of February, 
the central bank sold $486 million 
and interest rates neared 20 per 
cent a month, reflecting inflation, 
the government’s constant mini- 


devaluatios, and the risk of tying 
up australs that might generate a 
bigger profit if dollars were 
bought. 

Inflation in 1988 soared 387 per 
cent. 

Monday, the government 
announced it would keep a three- 
tiered exchange rate system — 
the official rate, a “special" rate 
that is 25 per cent higher, and the 
“black market," or free rate. 

The “special" rate replaces the 
previous, so-called financi al rate 
that was used to determine how 
much industrial exporters would 
be paid in australs for their dol- 
lars. Farm exporters are required 
to sell most of the dollars to the 
government at the lower official 
rate. 

The central bank spent more 


than $1 billion in the past several 
months trying to keep the “black 
market” rate in hire with the 
financial rate. 

Argentines who were unhappy 
with tire old system, aren’t happy 
with the new one, either. 

Farm exporters, who provide 
the bulk of Argentina’s foreign 
exchange earnings, immediately 
grumbled that while the “spedaT' 
rate is marginally higher than the 
financial rate, they still have to 
sell most of their dollars to the 
central bank at a little more than 
14 to 1. 

Businessmen say interest rates 
which have made borrowing pro- 
hibitive aren’t likely to come 
down even with the exchange rate 
changes. 


‘Bush plan puts heavy burden on banks’ 


WASHINGTON (R) — Former 
Federal Reserve board chairman 
Paul Volcker said Tuesday that 
President Bush’s plan to rescue 
savings institutions placed a 
heavy financial burden on com- 
mercial and savings banks. 

Testifying before the Senate 
Banking Committee, Volcker 
said the increase in federal insur- 
ance premiums for banks and 
thrifts “goes to the limits of 
what's tolerable" because of the 
competitive pressures on banks 
that already have slim profit mar- 
gins. 

“Banks are having enough 
problems now," Volcker said. “I 
don't like to see additional bur- 
dens placed on them." 

Bush proposed increasing fees 
on thrifts to 23 cents per $100 of 
deposits from 21 cents and on 
banks to 15 cents from eight cents 
to help cover $50 billion in bonds 
needed to pay for the bailout. 

Volcker said that while the 
increase in premiums skirted “the 
edge of viability" for thrifts, it did 
not threaten the health of the 
banking system. 

But the National Council of 
Savings Institutions (NCSI), a in- 
dustry group that represents 500 
banks and thrifts, said the Bush 
plan could cause more insolven- 
cies and raise the cost of the 
rescue to the taxpayer. 


The group estimated that 1.200 
solvent thrifts would have to raise 
some $17 billion in new capital, 
which would represent a doubling 
to their capital in two years. 

“They might not make it as 
institutions. You may well in- 
crease the costs to taxpayers if 
you create more insolvencies,’' 
said NCSI Chairman Charles 
John Koch. 

He said investors would be 
deterred from putting more capit- 
al into the thrift industry because 
of the higher fees. 

He told a news conference the 
Bush plan will cost taxpayers $12 
billion more over 30 years be- 
cause the proposed sale of $50 
billion in bonds would be done by 
a newly formed corporation 
rather than by the Treasury De- 
partment, 

The bonds will be sold by the 
Resolution Funding Corp (REF- 


CO) and must pay SO basis points 
or more yield above comparable 
treasury bonds. Koch urged that 
the treasury sell the bonds and 
the costs be fully U.S. govern- 
ment-backed. 

Meanwhile, economists say 
that the United States needs to 
boost its rate of savings, and 
businesses must plough "more 
money into plants and equipment 
if the nation hopes to slash its 
external deficits. 

Progress appears stalled in 
Washington’s battle to reduce the 
trade and current account de- 
ficits, which measure U.S. de- 
mand for imports against foreign 
demand for American products. 

While the dollar has declined 
more than 50 per cent in the past 
three years, making U.S. exports 
more competitive, the currency 
decline by itself has not reversed 
the imbalances. 


The United Stats must make 
the following basic changes, eco- 
nomists told Reuters in inter- 
views this week: 

— Boost government, personal 
and corporate savings to reduce 
the dependence on foreign bor- 
rowing and free up funds for 
productive investment; 

— Bolster investment in plants 
and equipment to raise productiv- 
ity, making American goods 
more competitive by lowering 
costs; 

— Increase research and de- 
velopment and create new, high; 
er-quality products and 
— Find new markets for U.S. 
exports to make up for the loss of 
demand from Latin America, 
which is burdened by debt, and 
from the 13 members of the 
Organisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries, which are 
pressured by low oil prices. 


Biggest jobs agency proves solid 


These beautifully 
designed sweaters 
are hand-knitted 

By: YARNS 

sold At: 

ARTIZANA Shop 

JABAL AMMAN 
First Circle 


LONDON (R) — The world’s 
biggest employment agency, Blue 
Arrow has reported 1988 results 
that confirmed brokerage 
analysts’ views that it was more a 
solid performer than quite the 
soaring high flier they once 
thought. 

Pre-tax profits rose to £75.1 
million ($130.4 million) for the 
year to Oct. 31 from £29.1 million 
($50.5 million) the year before. 

Analysts a few months ago said 
they were looking for a result 


MANY VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT 

Furnished -or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more informa- 
tion please caii.Wael 
Real Estate at 685342 


around 30 per cent higher. Brit- 
ish-based Blue Arrow says it nev- 
er made that kind of forecast 
itself. 

The figures reflected the first 
foil year of results from Manpow- 
er Inc, the U.S. employment 
agency which Blue Arrow took 
over in 1987. 

The announcement of the re- 
sults had been delayed for a 
week, apparently because of a 
recent management shake-out in 
which a boardroom coup toppled 
chief executive Tony Berry, 
meanwhile its stockbrokers have 
just walked out on it. 


Berry changed the map of the 
worldwide employment business 
with Blue Arrow's takeover of 
Manpower for $1.3 billion. 

Blue Arrow said its main oper- 
ating companies were in good 
shape and it denied reports It 
planned to restructure or sell off 
chunks of the group. 

It said it provided 1.5 million 
workers to 300,000 clients during 
the year through a network of 
2,000 branch offices in 32 coun- 
tries. 

Berry, who built up the com- 
pany, was last month stripped of 
executive powers 


HOW TO GET A SECOND PASSPORT 

A second passport could save your life, 
your freedom and a fortune in taxes. 

Exclusive Special Report, 4th Edition, hilly revised and updated, 
examines 40 countries, reveals how you can gel a second passport legally, 
easily, quickly or cheaply - without leaving home! 

£50 ( US $90) or further details fmm: 

SCOPE LTD, 64j Murray Road, Portsmouth POS 9JL U.K. 

Fax: 4 705 591975 Phone + 705 597440 


Arab Banking 
Corp returns 
to profit in ’88 

BAHRAIN (R) — Bahrain’s big- 
gest offshore bank, Arab Bank- 
ing Corporation (ABC), said 
Wednesday it made a net profit of 
$124 million in 1988 despite furth- 
er provisions for Third World 
debt. 

Preadent and chief executive 
Abdullah Saudi told reporters the 
bank's operating profit rose by 27 
per cent during the year to a. 
record $239 million. 

He said the bank’s board of 
directors would recommend a di- 
vidend of five per cent — or $37.5 
minion — to its shareholders, the 
Kuwaiti finance ministry, the Li- 
byan treasury and the Abu Dhabi 
Investment Authority. 

ABC declared no profit for 

1987 after adding $375 million to 
loan loss provisions. 

The bank set aside an addition- 
al $79 million for 1988, boosting 
its cover to seven per cent of total 
loan exposure. 

ABC says its Latin American 
debt is $1.4 billion, most owed by 
Brazil. 

Saudi said the bank was study- 
ing plans for a public share flota- 
tion in Arab markets. 

“We are considering privatisa- 
tion but if we-do, it will be in 
Arab markets," he said. 

“We have accepted the idea in 
principle but plans are not final- 
ised," he added. He gave no 
further details. 

Total shareholders funds rose 
by eight per cent to $1.14 billion 
at end- 1988 from $1.06 billion at 
end-1987. 

Total assets jumped by nine 
per cent to $19.13 billion while 
deposits rose to $15.9 billion from 
$14.3. 

Loans increased 12 per cent 
during the year to $8.2 billion. 

Saudi attributed the rise in 

1988 income to an increase in fee 
revenues, especially commis- 
sions. 

ABC has recently announced 
plans to open a representative 
office in Tunisia by March. 


Striking Indian workers 
in Kuwait want to go home 


KUWAIT (R) — Nine hundred 
striking Indian workers lured to 
foe Gulf By visions of wealth are 
living off charity in Kuwait, hop- 
ing now fi>r plane tickets home. 

,( We haven't received a angle 
penny in months," said project 
engineer S.S. Phul, a native of 
Punjab, standing outside a row of 
tin shacks.where workes say rats 
infest the kitchens and the water 
taps sometimes run dry. 

“We are not going to stay here. 
We are facing too much difficulty. 
They should pay us our dues and 
give us an air ticket.” he said. 

Phul and his workmates have 
been on strike for three weeks 
over non-payment of wages. - 

They say their dreams of earn- 
ing a small fortune building 
houses in the desert fin Kuwait’s 
National Housing Authority have 
turned into a daily battle with 
cold, boredom and empty prom- 
ises. 

They are vic tims of contractors' 
dispute increasingly common in 


NEW YORK (R) — American 
Airlines, the largest U.S. carrier, 
Tuesday announced orders and 
options to acquire up to 150 
aircraft from McDonnell Douglas 
Corp in a deal that could be 
worth about $7.2 billion. 

In the second-largest civil-avia- 
tion order in history, American 
Air, a unit of AMR Corp, said it 
would buy eight long-range MD- 
11 aircraft and acquire options for 
up to 42 more MD-lls and 100 
MD-80 short- to medium-range 
jetliners. 

American did not put a figure 
on the deal but Jim Worsham, 
president of the Douglas Aircraft 
Co. unit of McDonnell Douglas, 
said it was worth $7.2 billion if all 
foe planes were delivered. He 
said he valued the MD-lls at 
about $100 million each and foe 
MD-SQs at $24 million each. 

In addition, Worsham said 


Study urges Mexico 
to cut budget deficit 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — The 
government must further slash its 
budget, deficit and raise - $36 -b3-- 
lion in fresh foreign credits over 
foe next six years to pull Mexico 
out of its economic crisis, a pri- 
vate economic study said 
Tuesday. 

Meanwhile, foe government 
has rejected a $3.5 billion pack- 
age in short-term loans offered by 
foe United States as too onerous 
and, instead. Treasury Secretary 
Pedro Aspe was in Washington 
this week frying to negotiate 
eaaer payment terms on Mex- 
ico’s $106 billion foreign debt. 

The study by foe Panamerican 
Private Management Institute 
said foe government must lower 
its. budget deficit to at least 6.4 
per cent of gross domestic pro- 
duct from 14.9 per cent in 1987. 


The {dan was extended for 
another six months by Salmas 
- when he 4oek ^office Dect- L 

A treasury official, who in- 
sisted on anonymity, said in a 
recent interview that Mexico 
would not use die U.S. loan 
offered .in October because it 
would mean even more burden- 
some debt payments. 

Instead of borrowing more 
money, Aspe is reportedly frying 
to reduce the existing debt as well 
as lower interest payments. 

Mexico has paid a total of $18 
billion in capital and interest to 
foreign creditors in foe past two 
years. 

“The priority will not, be to pay 
(foe debt), but to renerw (econo- 
mic) growth," Salinas said in his 
inauguration speech. 

The study warned that unless 


It also said President Carlos -the deficit was cut and new 


Salinas De Gortari’s administra- 
tion should seek an average of $6 
billion annually over the next six 
years in long-term loans from 
abroad so the economy, which 
remained virtually stagnant dur- 
ing the preceding administration, 
can start growing again. 

Similarly, the study said foe 
administration must sharply res- 
trict foe money supply to keep 
down inflation, which hit an all- 
time high of 159 per cent in 1987. 
It dropped to 51.7 per cent last 
year as a result of tight restric- 
tions on wage and retail price 
increases that began in the last 
year of president Miguel De La 
Madrid’s six-year administration. 


money brought in “inflation will 
start growing again, at an enor- 
mous political -cost that would 
result in soda! unrest and loss of 
control by foe government over 
its economic polities." 

A measure of relief is 
apparently in sight with recent 
increases in world prices for 
crude oil, a major source of Mex- 
ico's foreign income, the news- 
paper El Financiero said 
Tuesday. 

Mexico exports an average of 
1.325 million barrels a day, about 
half of it to the United States. 
Price drops in 1987 cut oil income 
from $7.8 billion to about $5.2 
billion in 1988. 


foe intensely competitive Gulf 
construction sector where busi- 
ness has plummeted, since world 
oil prices began to fell in foe early 
19805. 

The mam contractor, Al 
Fawaris Trading and Contracting 
Company, says foe two Indian’ 
subcontractors should pay foe 


But the subcontractors — 
Koreishi 'Construction Company 
and Snnran Construction Com- 
pany — say they cannot pay until 
the contractor pays them. 

In the meantime, the workers 
eat lentils and rice donated by 
local Indian charities and wrap 
themselves up against Kuwait's 
coldest winter in 20 years. • 

Cement mixers and {tiles of 
gravel surround the dusty camp at 
Al Qurain,.16 kilometres outside 
Kuwait City ou a ridge overlook- .- 
ing foe Gulf. 

“There has been no meat in 
five months," complains Anurag 
Shanna, 24, of Punjab. 


“There is no medical treat 
ment,” adds Peter Lona, 31*- of 
Kerala. ■ 7 r 

Javid Koreishr, director of 
Koreishi Construction Company, , 
said a solution 'was 'in sight. \*A1; 
Fawaris has agreed to pay; the • 
salaries next week but foe iabour- ^ 
era won’t go batik to vmA” be : 
told Seuters- ‘Tt seems there is j 
someone orga ni si n g ft.” - . r - ! - * 


The workers are scepocal. : 
“We are not ■toel*evin&" Sara : 
Phul. ^They have bhdfed trio.;, 
many times.” He said it wastfie • . 
third time the workers, few*.!, 
walked off the jofr since they' 
arrived on the site last Augnst. 1? 

Their leaders - have; filed JS50 
cases with - the Kuwaiti' Labo ur 
Court, borrowing money to pay'. ', 
for taxi rides into town. 
do 1 . Dipt, - expect any immediate; . 
results. : ~ ■' 

- Koreishi . said, tbe workt^s* i r 
complaints about conditions^ Sfc- : 
the camp .were exaggerated. 


orders from several Eurojtean 
and Middle Eastern airlines^ for 
another 26 MD-lls brought to 
$10 billion the total value of all 
aircraft orders and options 
announced by Douglas Tuesday. 

McDonnell Douglas said it re- - 


: Aoalysts T said; American’s >_ 
choice of . MGEtonnell Dou^^ '- 
partly reflects the backlog of; . 
orders at Boeing Cb, ^the.wodtj’s 
largest builder of commercial 

finers. ’■ • ^ 


The order is the second major 
cerved orders for lSMEMlsftom ^ ft* the MD-1 1 sinar Septet 
Air Europe of Bntam, fora from . ^ :wben Delta Air Lines lac 
r ordered 40 of the planes, in 

^2 tfOT ?' 2 A S- A “! u, S. of 5F* tkm to 100 MD- 88 s, 25 Boeing 
and two fr^ Fumarr, the nation- 757 , 30 ^ ^50 Boeig 757-232ST 

alarbM of Finland. That deal is worth a totalof S10L5T 

billion, the largest deal iir. air;-.- 


and two from Finnair, the nation- o-*.- oas 
al airline of Finland. . 

The orders are a milestone for i^,,. . 

McDonnell Dotiglas's civil airiin- . - . 
er programme. The St. , Louis- • 
based company gambled late in . ' Amei 
1986 that world demand for jet- MD T lls 
liners would justify a $1.4 hfllioo deliver* 
investment in ifr -MD-11 wide- 1991.T 
body plane. . ’ ' . ery dat 

The total of 76 orders for MD- 1999. T 
11s by the five airfjhes, including delivery 
American, is worth $8.4 billion. Mean 
according to Chairman John turer B< 
McDonnell.. had deb 

General Electric Co.. {G.E-)- five 747 
will supply up to , 200 CF6-80C2 by Japa 
engines to powr most of Amer- JBoein 
ican’s wide-body jetlihers, indud- gued bj 
ing the MD-11, in whatwas called craft. — 
the largest order for commercial popular 
aircraft engines ever. ger plan 

American and G.E. declined to the poss 
disdose how much^the engine the ritw 
deal was '.worth ~15ut analysts said - . Japan 
it was worth about $2 bilfiori ttijo airc 
including spare parts. now' be 


American said four of the eight 
MDrlls On firm order will be 
delivered in 1990 and four in ~ 
1991. Tbe 42. options have defjv- 
ery dates of between 1992 aiuL 
1999. Tbe MD-SOs are ser ibr; 
delivery between 1992 and 1996. > 

Meanwhile aircraft inanufac- 
turer Boeing Co. said Tuesday* 
had delayed deliveries ofthefist 
five 747-700 Jumbo jets ordered - 
by Japan Air Lines Co. Ltd. : 

.Boeing, which has. been pla- .. 
gued by problems with the air-' 
craft . — the newest model of its 
popular 747 wide-bodied passen- 
ger plane — said it would discuss 
the possibility of further delays as 
the ritiration warrants. * t 
. Japan Afr-said Tuesday us first > 
two aircraft, due in August, will 
now" be delivered in November. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Tuesday, Feb. 8, 1989 
Central Bank official rates 


US. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Deutsdtcmark 
Swiss franc . . 
French fame 


Japanese yen (for 100) 
Dutch guilder- 
Swedish -crown 
Italian lira (for 100) 
Belgian franc (for 10) 


LONDON EXQiANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are foe buying and selling rates for. 
leading world currencies and gold against foe dollar at midday bn 
foe London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. • 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.7405/15 

1.1820/30 

1.8722/32 

2. 1140/50 

1.5925/32 

39.22/27 

6.3700/50 

1365/1366 

129.40/50 ' 

6.3540/90 

6.7670/720 

7.2810/60 

390.40/390.90 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss ■ francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs ... 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 



R SHOP (NO. 73) 


A complete range of natural skin care, body 
care, hair care, decorative cosmetics, contour- 
ing treatments, perfumes and aromatic oils 
created from herbs and flowers without cruelty 
to animals. 

Available from your BODY R SHOP 

For further i nfo rmation tel: 826748 
Abdoun Village - Abdoun 
Amman - Jordan. 

JORDAN REPRESENTATIVE 
SHOP OPEN ON SATURDAY 
11/02/1989. 

From 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. . 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

A fully-furnished ground floor flat, within a two-storey villa, 
consists of 2 bedrooms and salon with telephone, garden 
and central heating. 

Location: 7th Circle. 

Please call; 638887 


TO LET 

2 apartments each with two- bedrooms + living/dining 
1 apartment with one bedroom + living/dining + 2 
verandas 

All apartments are located in a 2-ftoo'r building between 
7th Circle and Mecca Str. (separate heating). 

Please call 827319 or 816980 


Dear lady... you can have the maximum experienced 
service in hair-dressing and the treatment of your skin and 
your body and physical fitness. 

Under the supervision of women specialists from West 
Germany and Austria. 

To fix appointments call tel: 685248 - Amman 


3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, large L-shape living and dining 
room, fully equipped kitchen, with telephone. 

Total area 200 square metres 
Urn Uthaina, near San Rock Hotel 

For more Information pis call 813779. 
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Sports 




SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Saxby sets record in 3,000 m walk 


SYDNEY (R) — Australian Kerry Saxby set a world best 3,000 
metres walk time of 12 minutes 13.75 seconds Wednesday, 
shaving 0.73 seconds off the mark she docked on the same track a 
year ago. Saxby’s performance follows the 10,000 metres track 
walking world record she set in Canberra January 26 of 43:26.12, 
a time which bettered the mark of 43:52.1 set by China's Chen 
Yaoling in October 1987. 


Richter wins, EL Germans dominate at Nok 


BERLIN (AP) — Dirk Richter of East Germany defeated 
Canada's Mark Foris in the 50-metre freestyle competition at the 
Nok international swim meet Tuesday. East German competitors 
captured all but two events on die second day of the East Berlin 
meet. Richter swam the 50 metres in 23.38 seconds, with Foris 
coming in at 23.49. In one of the closer events, Uwe Dassler of 
East Germany edged Sweden’s Anders Holmeitz in the 2U04netre 
freestyle. Dassler posted a tune of 1 minute, 50.02 seconds, while 
Holmertz swam at 1:50.07. Soviet swimmer Sergei Sabolotnov 
captured the 100-metre backstroke in 56.97 seconds. 


Mitch Green arrested 


NEW YORK (AP) — Former professional boxer Mitch "Blood” 
Green, best known for losing matches to heavyweight champion 
Mike Tyson in the ring and on the street, was arrested Tuesday in 
midtown Manhattan, police said. Green, 32, was arrested for 
driving with a revoked license. The former boxer was also wanted 
on a warrant for assault, said a police spokesman, detective Jim 
Coleman. Police stopped Green for questioning after receiving a 
report of a suspicious car in the area selling drugs, the detective 


said. However, there were no drugs or weapons found in the car 
or on Green, Coleman added. Green gave his license to the 


officers, who checked it and discovered it had been revoked, 
Coleman said. Green was arrested twice in four days in 
September: he was charged with assault for allegedly striking a 
woman friend on Sept. 25 and was charged with disorderly 
conduct after being found “ranting and raving" on a street corner 
in Upper Manhattan on Sept. 21. 


Samaranch joins Nebioio’s party 


ROME (R) — International Olympics chief Juan Antonio 
Sama ranch Tuesday joined an Italian Athletics Federation 
(F1DAL) party boked by Primo Nebiolo, who resigned as 
president after a series of damag ing scandals. The 65 year-old 
chose the day his resignation took effect to host FIDAL’s annual 
party celebrating the athletics achievements of the past year. 
Warm applause from sports officials and top athletes greeted 
Nebiolo, who resigned last month under pressure after nearly 20 
years at the helm. He remains president of the International 


Amateur Athletic Federation (IAAF). Praising Nebioio’s long 
commitment to sport. International Olympic Committee 


president Samaranch said: “In the last 20 years Italian athletes 
have achieved excellent results. In a few years time, from a 
different perspective, greater justice will be afforded to. what 
Nebiolo has done.” 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 
eiMB Tribune Madia Sendee*. Inc. 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

• A1043 VK 0AKS742 4QJ 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
heart. What do you respond? 


QJ— As South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

4A1043 <75 0AKQJ42 *93 
Parmer opens the bidding with one 
heart. What do you respond? 


^KQ 1 * 7 OQJ762 *A7 
The- bidding has proceeded: 

North ; East South West 
2 0 Pass 
2 * Pass ? 

What do you bid now? . 


Q-3 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*KJ 9A108643 CIO 4A1092 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North Bad 

1 <7 Pass 2 0 Pass 

7 

What do you, bid now? 


Q3 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4762 <?K10 OAQ93 4A654 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 
3 * DM Pass ? 

What action do you take? 


Q.4 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 


Q.6— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you bold: 

4AJ6 <71098 0543 *Q743 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

19 1 4 .2 0 7 

■What action do you take? 

Look for answers on Monday. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



-U , I ■■ l ■ A f 1, 

“That was our first date. Stanley 
was trying to find the courage to 
hold my hand. Thirty years 
later, he’s still trying." 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


g; 

HSUS* 



■■ 

■ 



SURUI 

3 

wm 

□C 


ill 


I TOBEM 

N 


□ 

□ 

D 


■a 



HIS WORST FAULT 
IS TELLING OTHER 
PEOPLE 


iwigaa 

m 

mmm 

m 

H 


Now arrange the dreied letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: fX 1 1 XXJ 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: FANCY OFTEN NOZZLE RADIAL 
Answer What that tiresome stweehmaker could not 
be after he was 1 


OFF 


Yugoslav soccer player 
denied U.K. work permit 


LONDON (R) — A dramatic 
about-turn by English soccer 
chiefs seems to have come too 
late for Yugoslav defender Mflos 
Drizic to join first division South- 


It emerged Tuesday that Drizic 
had been refused a work permit 
by the department of employ- 
ment after the English Football 
Association (F.A.) told South- 
ampton the player did not “match 
up to the very high standards 
required by us.” 

Then later in the day a depart- 
ment spokesman said: "We have 
received a letter from the F.A. to 
say they have changed their 
minds and they would now re- 
commend that Drizic stays. But 
their letter arrived too late. 

"We had already rejected him 
on the basis that his qualifications 
did not meet our criteria for all 
foreign footballers wishing to 
play in this country. 

“Normally we expect a player 
to have made at least 20 full 
international appearances to 


qualify for a work permit. 

“We must be certain that a 
player’s skill will enhance the 
game in this country. As the F.A. 
originally said he did not have 
these required skills we had to 
turn him down.” 

Drizic has played a B interna- 
tional against Bulgaria and has 
twice been in ( the senior squad, 
but without playing. He now 
feces having to return home. 

Southampton secretary Brian 
Truscott said: “We’re very dis- 
appointed, particularly for the 
player. 


“He’s been with us for five 
weeks and was really looking 
forward to making his debut.” 
Southampton agreed a $450,000) 
fee for Drizic with Red Belgrade 
nearly a month ago. 

A letter from the F.A. to 
Southampton manager. Chris 
Nicholl said: "While we agree he 
is a highly accomplished player, 
he does not match up to the very 
high standards required by us.” 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 1988 


HOROSCOPE 


— As Charted By The Carroll Rlghtsr Astrological Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Confusion, irritation and Canges' 
turn may be a dilemma for those 
who must drive dty streets. Expect 
unexpected changes throughout the 
day. Keep impulsive behavior in 
deck. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 18) When 
your attitude is positive, moch can 
be gained. If you are in the mood 
to splurge, go ahead and indulge in 
your desires. 


TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 
Superiors may be difficult to deal 
with. Rely on good judgment to 


keep away from negative or critical 
responses that you may regret 
later. 

GEMINI (May 21 to, June 21) 
Creative juices flow, and 
stimulating ideas can be used to ad- 
vance career goals. Give family 
members a abate in your time. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JuL 21) Don’t overexert yourself 
and let worry and tension affect 
your physical well-being. Exercise 
will promote more restful nights. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) New op- 
portunities appear at the job. A 
new you is emerging with a bal- 
anced sense of self-esteem. You 
may feel lost trying to help siblings. 

VIRGO (Ang. 22 to Sept. 2Z) Now 


that you have the ball ratling, you 
can let the momentum carry you 
through with patience. Results will 
mature and bring future rewards. 

LIBRA CSepL 23 to Oct 22) Early 
morning hours may be difficult but 
the rest of the day wifi be smooth 
saiting. A renmuier Luck can be an 
invitation to take foolish risks. 

SCORPIO (Oct 23 to Nov. 21) Be- 
ing the center of attention may not 
be your most comfortable style. It 
is great to be in dwmmd, so enjoy 
it while you can. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
£1) A new way of doing things can 
be rewarding. Advise superiors of 
your ideas. Creativity kept secret 
wifi remain unknown. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
Life is moving along with joy and 
financial security. A relationship is 
turning out to be more than you 
thought it would be. 

' AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
Be prepared to handle numerous ir- 
ritating situations. Relax and spend 
time aroand the house an eqjoyable 

P ^?S«S ,I (fS?" 20 to Mar. 20) 
Relax and enjoy life. Plan a dinner . 
party or social gathering. You could 
meet someone charming who will be 
a good friend. 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 1989 


— As Charted ByThe Carroll (tighter Aotrotogical Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Words that lack consideration can 
have negative results. If you find 
yourself at odds with a friend or 
loved one, the best angle may be 
afienoe. Taka an indirect opprcMch. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Rela- 
tionships are in the spotlight. The 
morning is energetic and spurs a 
feeling of confidance that draws 
others to you. 

TAURUS lApr. 20 to May 20) In- 
tuition ia at its beat today. especial- 
ly hi the evening. Act on your 
hunches, and be wflKng to organize 
them into action and purpose. - 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) 
There ia an air of rebelliousness in 
your nature today. You are not con- 
tent with the status quo and wish 
to implement your way. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JuL 21) You prefer a one-to-one 
approach today. Working with 
others may notroweD. resulting in 
irritation. Bena a little. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Act first 
and think later? You know the 
results when you do that. Love can 
come calling, so be prepared to han- 
dle the situation. 

VIRGO (Ang. 22 to Sept 22) Ex- 
pect to hit some foul balls, but have 


faith that you will not strike out. 
Keep swinging to build continuing 
results. 

LIBRA (Sept- 23 to Oct. 22) You 
may be admired by a VIP as a 
result of your harmonious ways, J 
Thera is a strong possibility - ©! 
receiving a last minute invitation. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) A 
new relationship has some flaws. 


but don't discard it yet. Enjoy it 
and let it grow with time. Luck is 


on your sloe. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.22 to Dec. 
21) A picky-picky YIP may be on 
your case. Handle criticism with 
tact An angry fun won't make 
matters amr better. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
Love ia with you. Enjoy it and 
refrain (ran questioning success. A 
too-good- to-be-true philosophy car- 
ries the seeds of failure. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
Domestic problems ease. You may 
be feeling sensually needy. Expect 
important news about your mate's 
finance s. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Met. 201 Men- 
tal pressure could make you feel 
dragged out Accept asocial invita- 
tion if offered. You will get a second 
wind later in the day. 


THE Daily Crossword by W. Rusaafi McDoweB 


ACROSS 
1 Abate 
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z 
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6 Hare Ian 
10 Rah 
14 Ra. dty 
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16 Anwfnd 
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17 Puntahmant 
seat in old 
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Scot 

a 

a 
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20 Sugar aufflx 

*2 





22 Jimmy or NaR 

37 
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28 Rare type 

42 
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27 Soma shoe 
features 


a 
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30 Edit 

32 KHn 

33 High real 

34 K«g: abbr. 
37 Intact 
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cowringi 
40 Bring back 

h 





42 Coiumbut 
school tetters 

r 






iiopipa ha 


43 Skin disease 
45 Buirian 
48 Mora 
ha c kneyed 
48 Blot OUl 
60 Scarf 
62 Chubby 
54 Discuss again 
58 Second-hand 
67 JntuHhw 
letters 


Yesterday's Razzia Seta* 


60 War god 

61 Broadway hit 


84 Source 
65 "Cowardly 
lion" 

88 Up to 

67 Grain beard* 

68 Ottoman 
officials 

88 Rips 


DOWrf 

1 Crazy 

2 Old Fr. coins 

3 London gaSery 

4 Ffnah abbr. 

5 Rsmuneratkxi 
reduction 

6 Spat 


7 Conclusion 

8 Military 
entertainment 
letters 

9 Powder bate 

10 Cubic meters 

11 Bird 
supplement 

12 Asphyxia 

13 Journal 

18 Topers 

23 Zodiac sign 

24 Roman 
statesman 

25 - Haute 

27 Former actor 
James 

28 Luang 
Prabang’s 
land 

29 Shield 

31 Contend 

33 "Loo Grant" 

36 tVbw word 

38 — majasto 

38 Lseves out 

39 — King Cote 
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41 Related 
44 Peevish 

47 Meat dfsbea 

48 Combat 

49 Beef slice 
68 Macaw 

61 Goat antelope 
S3 Deapote 


56 Cargo space 

57 Mbs Kelt 
68 Ado 


82 "Soot 
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M One: Fr. 
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Borg back homej 
suicide attempt 
denied 


MILAN, Italy (AP) — Retired 
Swedish tennis star Bjorn Borg 
was treated and released from 
hospital Tuesday after becoming 
iff following a meal and taking 
pills to help him sleep, his person- 
al adviser said. 

Italian news agencies initially 
reported that the five-time 
Wimbledon champion may have 
swallowed barbiturates in a 
suicide attempt, but later said 
they had no official confirmation. 

The 32-year-old Borg was 
rushed by ambulance to the in- 
tensive care unit of Milan Polycli- 
nic at about 9 a.m. from the 
downtown apartment where he has 
been staying with his Italian 
fiancee, rock ringer Loredana 
Berte. 

Borg was released from the 
hospital after three hoars and 
returned home by taxi with the 
41-year-old entertainer. 

Tm fine, it’s all over,” Borg 
told reporters outride the apart- 
ment. 

In Stockholm, the national 
news agency IT said Borg’s per- 
sonal adviser Ingmar Alverdal 
called on his behalf to say that the 
tennis star became ill after eating 
at a restaurant. 

“Borg felt rick... and took bar- 
biturates to fa 0 asleep,” Alverdal 
was quoted as saying.” “But his 
nausea got worse, and in the 
morning, on doctors advice, (he) 
went to hospital.” 

After treatment “he returned 
home and announced from there 
that he felt perfectly all right," 
Alverdal said. 

Mara Savastano, a friend of the 
couple, said the ringer told her 
that Borg had suffered from food 
poisoning. 

The Italian news agency ANSA 
reported, “from initial police in- 
vestigations, it . appears to have 
been a suicide attempt.” But the 

agency later said it could get no 
official confirmation. 

The agency quoted unidenti- 
fied hospital sources as saying 
Borg had apparently swallowed 
about 10 puls, and possibly as 
many as 60, but said that also 
could not be confirmed. 

Borg beat Die Nastase in the 
Wimbledon final in 1976 to be- 
come the first Scandinavian! to 
win there, and went on to capture 
the title five consecutive years. 

He won the French Open six 
times, in 1974, 1975, and 1978 
through 1981. 

However, he never won or 
made the finals in the- Australian 
Open. He also never won the 
U.S. Open, losing four times in 
the finals, in 1976 and 1978 to 
Jimmy Connors, and in 1980 and 
1981 to John McEnroe. 


Svet ends Schneider’s run 


VAIL, Colorado (R) — Mate j a 
Svet of Yugoslavia ended a re- 
markable winning run by Swiss 
ace Vreni Schneider when she 
swooped to victory in the 
women's slalom at foe Alpine 
skiing world championships 
Tuesday. 

Svet upstaged Schneider on foe 
Beaver creek centennial track 
and foiled American Tamara 
McKinney’s bid for a second gold 1 
medal. 

Olympic champion Schneider 
trailed eight after toe first leg but . 
produced a characteristically rip- 


roaring second run which with- 
stood the challenge of all but the 
20-year-old Yugoslav. 

McKinney, who won the com- 
bined iittle last Thursday, held a 
wafer-thin first leg lead of 0.04 
seconds over Svet, with Schneid- 
er a vast 1.47 seconds off the pace 

in the 53-gate run. 


But Schneider, winner of all 
five slaloms and all five giant 
slaloms in this world cup season, 
struck back in foe second, dock- 
ing 46.04 seconds through the 56 
gates for an aggregate one minute 


31.49 seconds. 

The tune held until Svet swung 
down in 46.86 to ad mini ster 
Schneider’s first slalom defeat of 
foe season with an overall tim e of 
1:30.88. ‘ 

McKinney could not match the 
momentum of her pace-setting 
first leg run of 43,98 and had to 
settle for the bronze, 0.68 behind 
Svet and 0.07 behind Schneider.. 

Svet said: *T had a dream last 
night so strong that I would win. I 
can’t believe it came true... after 


so many years of trying I just 
can’t believe it” 


Bruno is ‘ready for anything’ 


FOUNTAIN HILLS, Ariz., (R) 
— Maybe it was the ghosts of 
old-time trainers haunting him, 
bat Frank Bruno looked very 
slow and awkward Tuesday fol- 
lowing a weekend visit with a 
woman he described as “my 
lady.” 

For years it has been a boxing 
axiom — especially among veter- 
an trainers — that for a fighter to 
stay mentally sharp and tough he 
must be celibrate while in training 
camp. 

But in recent years some train- 
ers have looked foe other way, to 
the consternation of boxing old 
timers, when their fighters 
arrange liaisons. 

Bruno, 27, has been training in 
this planned community about 25 
miles (40 km) from Phoenix since 
the be ginning of January for his 
February 25 fight with World 
Heavyweight Champion Mike 
Tyson in Las Vegas mid he says 
he was lonely. 

The subject even came up 
when Bruno, 32-2, was a guest on 
Johnny Carson's televirion show 
earlier this week. 

Carson asked Bumo about foe 
attention be had been receiving. 


especially from women. The Bri- 
ton joked that he had to pretend 
to have headaches when 
approached by several women. 

“It’s been tedious running ev- 
ery morning, getting up to about 
106 rounds (of sparring) in that 
month. It’s been a good break,” 
Bruno said of the visit from foe 
mother of his two children. 

“I feel recharged and happy," 
added Bruno, who is not married. 

Bruno's manager, Terry Law- 
less, was asked about the break 
with tradition, but instead Bruno 
quickly answered. 

“It was my idea. Some boxers' 
wives never leave their sides dur- 


ing training camp,” Bruno said. 
“A lot of them have had their 


wives in. I've had my lady here 
for two days. Are you hying to 
make a (newspaper) exclusive ab- 
out that?” he asked reporters. 

It was debatable whether it was 
the break with fading boxing 
tradition, but Bruno, a giant of a 
man with foe chisled body of a 
weigh difter, was unimpressive in 
his six rounds of sparring under a 
white tent on a hill in this desert 
village. 

He appeared stiff and was easi- 


ly hit by the journeymen sparring 
partners. His timing was off as he 
missed uppercuts and jabs, which 
should be important weapons 
against Tyson. 

Brono, 1.91 metres tali and 
about 104 kg, even appeared 
leadfooted when jum ping rope. 

Bruno was asked about Tyson's 
insistence that no fighter can beat 

him. 

"There is no human being who 
is unbeatable," said Bruno, who 
refused to say how he would win 
the scheduled 12-round fight 
against the 22-year-old undefe- 
ated champion. 

“I'm not going to get involved 
in it. Just believe me, it's a peak 
time to beat him,” said Bruno, 
who sparred with Tyson for abont 
a week several years ago. 

“Mike Tyson hasn't improved 
much except he's gotten richer. I 
think he- was much more aggres- 
sive as a youngster than he is 
now,” Bruno said. 

Lawless said that his fighter is 
ready for anything. 

“If he (Tyson) hits low, we'H 
hit low,” Lawless said. “If he hits 
after the bell, well hit after foe 
belL" 


Chovanec: the Czech pioneer 


EINDHOVEN, Netherlands (R) 
— Jozef Chovanec, the first top 
Czechoslovak player permitted to 
join a West European dub before 
reaching 30, carries a heavy bur- 
den on his shoulders. 

He has been recruited by Euro- 
pean Cup holders PSV Ein- 
dhoven to replace Libero Ronald 
Koeman, one of the game’s out- 
standing players. - 

But the knowledge that he will 
be compared with Koeman, who 
moves to Spanish dub Barcelona 
in July, does not appear to worry 
the skipper of foe Czechoslovak 
national ride. 

“He (Koeman) is used to play- 
ing attacking soccer,” said 28- 
year-old Chovanec. “I am used to 


a more defensive role so I have to 
learn to play a more attacking 
game.” 

Chovanec, who began his 
carber as a midfielder, is clearly 
relishing the challenge. 

Other dubs in West Germany 
and Belgium expressed an in- 
terest in signing the Sparta Pra- 
gue player, but Chovanec opted 
for PSV because he preferred 
their playing style. 

“Soccer In the Netherlands is 
an attacking game t while Czechs 
play more defensively j” he said. 
“I like Dutch soccer mid wanted 
to try it out, and it is everybody’s 
dream to play for foe European 
Cup winners,” he said. 

Chovauec's decision to join 


PSV was also made on the advice 
of Vaclav Jezek, coach of the 
Czechoslovak youth ride. 

Jezek, former Sparta Prague 
trainer, gained his knowledge of 
Dutch soccer first-hand while 
manager of Feyenoord Rot- 
terdam. 


Chovanec’s move to PSV was 
the result of a one-off agreement 
between himself and the 
Czechoslovak soccer federation, 
but he expects other leading 
Czechoslovak players to follow 
him to West Etirope&n dubs if, as 
expected, foe federation reduce 
the minimum age which players 
can join foreign rides from 30 to 
28 later this year. 
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Peanuts 


IM APRMP IF I 61VE THIS BOX 
OF CANPY TO THAT LITTLE 
REP HAIREP GIRL, SHE'LL 
JUST LAUGH IN MY FACE.. 
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MAYBE I CAN HIPE 
0EHINP THIS TREE, ANP 
WHEN SHE COMES BY SHE'LL 
JAKE IT OUT OF MY HANP.. / « 


LOVE MAKES 
YOU P0 STRANGE 
THINGS.. 


Mutt‘n’ Jeff 



Andy Capp 
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World News 


New Paraguayan Presidait Andres Rodriguez is 
embraced by Asuncion’s Archbishop Ismaei Rokm 


at the start of a mass for the people who died during 
the military coup (Reuter photo) 


Paraguay coup leader starts 
purge; Stroessner stays in Brazil 


ASUNCION (Agencies) — Coup 
leader General Andres Rodri- 
guez sought to strengthen his new 
government by replacing about 
30 military officers, including the 
commanders of the three army 
corps, with men of his own 
choice. 

Rodriguez deposed longtime 
president Alfredo Stroessner in a 
bloody coup Friday, was sworn in 
as president, dissolved congress 
and called national elections for 
May 1. 

Stroessner. who bad ruled the 
country for 34 years, has been 
exiled to Brazil and his name is 
being expunged from many civic 
monuments. He said Tuesday 
That he would spend the rest of 
his life there. 

Leaders of four opposition par- 
lies say they need more time to 
organise for the elections, but 
government leaders Tuesday re- 
jected such appeals. 

“The national constitution sets 


the time allowed" to choose a 
permanent successor to Stroess- 
ner, Foreign Minister Luis Maria 
Argana said. “And we already 
have given the maximum 
allowed." 

Critics disagreed. 

The government "always cites 
the constitution when it is conve- 
nient for them," said Eudides 
Acevedo, president of the left- 
leaning Revolutionary Febrerista 
Party. 

The opposition parties, three 
of which were never recognised 
by Stroessner and have never 
participated in national elections, 
will face the powerful ruling Col- 
orado Party, which has won every 
Paraguayan election since 1947. 

The opposition has demanded 
participation of all parties in the' 
election, in particular the com- 
munists. whom Rodriguez ex- 
cluded by saying they were not 
democratic as stipulated by the 
constitution. 


WORLD NEWS IN BltlEF 


Filipino charged with murder of 7 

MANILA (AP) — Murder charges have been filed against a 
soldier who allegedly lulled seven people and wounded nine others 
when he ran amok after a quarrel with his girlfriend, the Philippine 
News Agency said Wednesday. Prosecutor Adolfo Alcoseba 
charged constable Jesus Negro Tuesday with murder and attemp- 
ted murder in a provincial court in Cebu, 560 kilometres southeast 
of Manila, the government-run news agency said. The military said 
Negro, a member of the elite special action force, went on a killing 
spree last Nov. 30 after be left his girlfriend's home in Tiber village 
in Cebu. Five people were killed and five others injured in the first 
volley when Negro fired his semi-automatic rifle at neighbours, it 
said. Negro hitched a ride on a jeep to nearby Tatisay-and -white en- 
route opened fire on a group of men, killing two people and 
wounding four others, it added. Negro was dismissed from the 
service five days after he surrendered to authorities. 

Baker to visit all NATO capitals 

WASHINGTON (AP) — James Baker's- first foreign trip as 
secretary of state will take him to the capitals of 14 of the 15 U.S. . 
allies in the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) in eight i 
days. He does not intend to overlook the 15th country, Iceland, i 
either. Baker will stop at the Keflavik air base there for a brief 
session with Foreign Minister Steingrmur Hermannsson in an 
airport lounge . Baker will cover a wide range of subjects, including 
East-West relations and the outlook for arms control, in his 
meetings from Canada to Turkey, but in visits so brief any 
substantive discussion obviously anil be limited. 

Soviet police murdered for pistols 

MOSCO W ( AP) — Soviet police are being killed by criminals who 
want their handguns, which are hard to find in the Soviet Union, the 
Soviet news agency TASS said* Tuesday. Such guns are routinely 
issued only to police and security officers in die Soviet Union. 
Soldiers typically are issued weapons only for use in the field, and 
hunters must pass rigorous inspection before obtaining a rifle. 
TASS said murders of police officers for their guns had doubled in 
1988, although it did not give any numbers. As an example, it said 
two young policemen in the city of Gorky were shot in the back by 
criminals wielding sawed-off shotguns who wanted their Makarov 
pistols. The attack was part of rising wave of violence in the Soviet 
Union, which until recently claimed to be immune to such events. 
Crime in general rose five per cent in 1988 and serious crime 
climbed six per cent, TASS said. 

Colombia reports drug crackdown 

BOGOTA (AP) — Colombian police have destroyed 24 cocaine- 
processing laboratories in a 12-day operation, and a police official 
says that the action has severely affected operations by the 
Medellin drug cartel. The operation involved 150 drug agents 
backed by four helicopters. An official who helped lead the raids, 
who declined to be identified by name, said that the sweeps were 
one of the strongest blows yet against Colombia's narcotics trade 
and had seriously affected used to process Peruvian and Bolivian 
coca for export. Medellin cartel members, however, appeared to 
have received advance information about the police raid and to 
have taken measures to safeguard some of their operations. 

Britain to crack down on driving 

LONDON (R) — Britain has announced plans to crack down on 
dangerous and drunken driving by introducing tougher penalties 
for offenders. Transport Secretary Paul Channon said Tuesday 
the government planned to overhaul road traffic laws and mete out 
jail terms of up to five years for motorists who caused death by 
drunken driving. It will also replace the existing offence of 
“reckless driving,'* which is bard to prove in the courts, with a 
more straightforward “dangerous driving" charge carrying a 
maximum sentence of two years. Presenting a white paper policy 
document on road safety, Channon told parliament that more than 
5,000 people were killed and 300,000 injured on Britain's roads in 
1987. The government plans a tough new driving test which those 
disqualified for bad driving will have to pass before getting their 
licences back. Courts in some areas will be able to send drink 
drivers to special rehabilitation courses, Channon said. 

$21m settlement in cremation case 

SANTA ANA (R) — A judge Tuesday tentatively approved a 
$2I-miliion settlement of lawsuits field by thousands of people who 
claim the remnants of their relatives were desecrated in group 
cremations. The settlement would end a legal battle focussing on 
practices at Harbour Lawn Memorial Park, the largest cremator- 
ium in Orange County, south of Los Angeles. 


Japan 

announces 

grand 

amnesty 

TOKYO (R) — The Japanese 
government Wednesday 
announced an amnesty for 
30,000 suspects, defendants 
and convicts to take effect Feb. 
24, die day of Emperor Hfrohi- 
to’s state funeral. 

Eleven million people, in- 
cluding 8.5 million traffic law 
violators, will have various 
civil rights restored. 

Convicts win have prison 
terms shortened or nullified 
while defendants will not have 
to stand trial as a mark of 
respect for Hirohito, who died 
Jan. 7 aged 87, Chief Cabinet 
Secretary Keizo Obocfai told a 
news conference. 

People convicted or charged 
in violent crimes, corruption 
and election-law violations are 
not included in the amnesty, 
Obucfai said. 

Former Prime Minister 
Kalniei Tanaka, convicted in 
1983 of accepting bribes from 
the U.S. Lockheed Aircraft 
Company, will not be eligible 
for an amnesty despite specula- 
tion fade last year that he would 
be included. 

“(We) expect that those who 
win benefit from the amnesty 
will understand the meaning 
and strive to contribute to soci- 
ety and the nation after start- 
ing a new life,’* be said. 

More than a third of those 
eligible for amnesty where 
charged under Japan’s aliens 
registration law, most for not 
carrying their registration 
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Korean talks end in acrimony 


PANMXJNJOM, Korea (Agencies) — Talks aimed at 
arranging an unprecedented meeting between the 
prime ministers of North and South Korea came to a 
halt Wednesday amid a bitter dispute over Seoul’s 
annnal war games with U.S. forces. 


Opposition leader Domingo 
Laino said he thought it “prob- 
able" that Rodriguez would be 
the Colorado candidate. “It is a 
concentration of force,” he said, 
by the ruling party and the armed 
forces in this landlocked South 
American state of nearly four 
million residents. 

Rodriguez, who is commander- 
in-chief of the armed forces, 
acted Tuesday to consolidate his 
power in army, navy and air 
force, reassigning about 30 offic- 
ers — ranging from the comman- 
ders of the three army corps to 
airport administrators — with his 
own choices. 

Stroessner, 76, told a news 
conference Tuesday in Brazil that 
he would spend the rest of his life 
there because it “received me 
with kindness and hospitality.” 
He is living temporarily in the 
remote interior city of Itumbiara, 
430 kilometres southeast of Brasi- 
lia, the capital. 


“It 4s absurd for us shaking 
hands with you while ... you are 
pointing bayonets at our hearts,” 
said chief North Korean delegate 
Paik Nam-Jun, demanding an 
end to the military manoeuvres. 

Just hours after the talks en- 
ded. North Korea announced it 
would not attend another border 
meeting scheduled for Friday be- 
tween members ■ of parliament 
from Pyongyang and Seoul. 

The North Korean Central 
News Agency (KCNA), moni- 
tored in Tokyo, quoted a par- 
liamentary spokesman as saying 
Friday's session would be post- 
poned until the military exercises 
were over, probably in April. 

Friday's meeting would have 
been the eighth session of talks 
aimed at setting up a meeting 
between the two countries' par- 
liaments. 

Both Washington and Seoul 
say the “Team Spirit” exercise, 
the largest war games in the 


non-communist world, is aimed 
at improving defensive readiness 
and will continue until the two 
Koreas can trust each other. 

Pyongyang says the exercise is 
a rehearsal for an attack on North 
Korea. 

The two Koreas fought a 
bloody war between 1950 and 
1953. 

Wednesday's encounter was 
the first between officials from 
the two governments since 1985 
when representatives met to dis- 
cuss possible trade links. Those 
talks ended in a similar way, with 
the North strongly opposing the 
ann ual war games. 

The two delegations agreed 
Wednesday to meet again March 
2 for a second round of talks 
aimed at preparing for the prop- 
osed meeting between North Ko- 
rean Prime Minister Yon Hyung 
Muk and his South Korean coun- 
terpart, Kang Young-Hoon. 

Such a meeting would be the 


first between the two Koreas* 
prime minis ters since the division 
of their land 44 yearn ago and the 
talks would be the highest-level 
discuss ions between the two 
sides. 

Friday's scheduled talks were 
part of a series aimed at arranging 
full-scale North-South parliamen- 
tary talks on such issues as a 
non-aggression pact. 

North Korea’s official Pyong- 
yang radio, monitored in Tokyo, 
quoted an unnamed North Ko- 
rean spokesman as saying the 
North had wanted the question of 
stopping the exercises put on the 
talks' agenda, but holding the 
cate* as scheduled now would be 
difficult because the exercises 
already had begun. 

South Korea’s senior delegate. 
Song Han-Ho, also accused 
North Korea of being insincere, 
saying, “their demand for a halt 
to the exercises seems to be a 
precondition to dialogue.'’ 

Song said the joint exercises, 
conducted annually since 3976, 
were defensive in nature. But he 
said the exercises could be mod- 
ified or stopped if the leaders of 
the two Koreas were to meet 
and resolve their basic differ- 


ences. 

North Korea has repeatedly 
to call off all scheduled 
talk* with South Korea unless this 
year's exercises were cancelled. 
In 1986, the North unilaterally 
called off all meetings to protest 
that year’s joint exercises. 

Although there has been no 
official confirmation, this year's 
exercises reportedly began last 
week. About 200,000 U.S. and 
South Korean troops participated 
in last year’s two-month exercise. 

In the past, the exercises have 
been announced well before they 
began, usually in early February, 
bat this year a formal announce- 
ment was reportedly delayed to 
help promote dialogue between 
the two Koreas. 

Pyongyang argues the exercises 
are preparation to invade its tern-, 
tory. U.S. and South Korean 
officials say they are necessary 
preparation for a possible North 
Korean invasion. •' ■ ’ 

At Wednesday’s talks, the 
chief North Korean delegate de- 
voted half of his statement to 
charges against South Korea and 
demanded that SeonJ stop sup- 
pressing the publication of pro- 
North Korea books. 


Tigers seek U.N. mediation 


COLOMBO (Agencies) — Sri 
Lanka's separatist T amil Guerrillas 
have called on the United Na- 
tions for the first time to help 
mediate a negotiated settlement 
of the island's bloody ethnic con- 
flict. 

The appeal by the Lib eratio n 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), 
who are fighting for an indepen- 
dent homeland, came in a letter 
to the United Nations Human 
Rights Commission in Geneva, a 
copy of which was given to inter- 
national news agencies 
Wednes day. 

The LTTE also appealed to the 
commission to help persuade the 
Indian government to call an im- 
mediate ceasefire in its fight 
against Tiger guerrillas in the 
north and east. 

The appeal marked the first 
time the group has asked U.N. 
help in the conflict. 

The Tamil Tigers also asked for 
an immediate withdrawal of the 
45,000 Indian troops on the is- 


land. 

Indian troops were sent to Sri 
Lanka in 1987 to disarm the 
Tigers in order to enforce an 
Indian-sponsored peace accord 
that was designed to halt the 
Tamil insurrection. 

The Tigers initially accepted 
the accord but later reneged. 
They resumed their attacks on 
members of the country's 
Sinhalese ethnic majority and 
started battling the Iadian 
peacekeeping force. 

The Tigers' letter to the U.N. 
claimed that “Indian troops 
under the cover of ‘peacekeeping’ 
operations continue to engage, 
themselves in a ruthless and brut- 
al war against the innocent civi- 
lian masses, causing intolerable 
suffering to the Tamil people." 

The Tigers accused Indian sol- 
diers of committing torture, ex- 
ecutions without trial, and “ex- 
termination” of more than 200 
prominent T amils who opposed 
the 1987 accord. 


In New Delhi, an Indian offi- 
cial rejected the Tigers' accusa- 
tion. calling it “part of their usual 
propaganda.” 

“Their only human right that I 
think India is doing anything ab- 
out is what they consider their 
human right to kill innocent peo- 
ple,” he said. 

A copy of the Tigers' appeal to 
the U-N. was telexed to news 
offices in Colombo from the guer- 
rillas' information office in Lon- 
don. Its arrival coincided with 
Wednesday's withdrawal of one 
Indian battalion from northern 
Sri Lanka. 

It was one of two battalions 
that the Sri Lankan Defence 
Ministry announced Tuesday 
would return home within the 
next two weeks following discus- 
sions between the Indian and Sri 
I -*nkan governments. 

Two other battalions, consist- 
ing of about 3,500 men, withdrew 
in early. January. 


Rqjiv Gandhi 


*U.S. holding out for Marcos deal* 


Pakistan’s 

capabilities 

‘worry’ 

Gandhi 


MANILA (AP) — A newspaper 
reported Wednesday that the 
U.S. Justice Department 
threatened not to help prosecute 
Ferdinand Marcos if Manila 
negotiates an unacceptable deal 
for his return home. 

Teodoro Locsin Jr., publisher 
of the Philippine Daily Globe and 
who is President Corazon 
Aquino's speechwriter, said the 
warning was relayed to Mateo 
Caparas, chairman of the Pres- 
idential Commission on Good 
Government. 

Locsin said Caparas, who is in 
the United States, told U.S. au- 
thorities he was authorised to 
negotiate with Marcos' repre- 
sentatives and demanded “total 
discretion” in his dealings. 


'■The U.S. attorney general has 
made it clear: total discretion 
cuts both ways. If Philippine offi- 
cials have total discretion to undo 
years of American efforts to se- 
cure justice for the Filipino peo- 
ple. U.S. officials have equally 
total discretion to make Filipinos 
pay for tolerating such offi- 
cials',” Locsin said. 

On Wednesday, Aquino said 
Caparas was instructed to meet 
with Marcos' representatives and 
determine if the ailing former 
president wanted to plea bargain 
on a U.S. racketeering charge in 
order to come home from exile in 
Hawaii. 

“I advised him just to listen 
and find out really wbat this is ail 


about,*' she told reporters. “But 
he will not negotiate... I will see 
what they have to offer first of all, 
and first of all, if indeed they 
want to talk, because to this date, 
we have not received any letter 
authorising certain persons to 
speak for Mr. Marcos and Mrs. 
Marcos.” 

The Philippine government 
says Marcos and his associates 
embezzled up to $10 billion from 
the nation. Aquino has said the 
government will not discuss his 
return until he repays the money. 

Caparas' trip to the United 
States, confirmed Wednesday by 
Aquino, raised speculation that 
the Aquino administration was 
prepared to negotiate a deal. 


Red Army member Jailed for 30 years 


NEWARK. New Jersey (R) — A 
member of the extremist 
Japanese Red Army out to re- 
venge the U.S. bombing of Libya 
has been sentenced to 30 years in 
jail. 

Yu Kikumura complained bit- 
terly that his rights were being 
violated just before bis sentence 
was read out Tuesday. 

Prosecutors said Kikumura. 34, 
planned to bomb a U.S. govern- 
ment complex in New York April 
14, 1988, the second anniversary 
of the Libyan raid. He was 
arrested with a carload of bomb 
and explosives two days earlier. 

U.S. District Judge Alfred 
Lechner called Kikumura an ‘in- 
ternational terrorist” and said he 
must serve at least 25 of the 30 
year sentence before being eligi- 


ble for parole. He is to be de- 
ported on his release from prison. 

Lechner told Kikumura, who 
refused to rise to hear the judge's 
words: “You planned to kill and 
injure scores of people. That is 
what you intended to do. Murder 
and maim people for no apparent 
reason except because they are 
Americans.” 

“There is only one conclusion 
to draw from the type of bombs 
you had. They were designed for 
the destruction of flesh and 
blood, not bricks and mortar.” 

Before the judge handed down 
the sentence, Kikumura broke 
his silence and told the court: “I 
denounce the government of the 
United States for the illegal hand- 
ling of my case. They have used 
my case to justify an attack on the 


government and people of Libya. 

“1 came to the United States 
because of my own intentions. 1 
am not linked to Libya. The 
United States has fabricated stor- 
ies about Libya in order to justify 
its own attacks on Libya.” 

Kikumura complained: “All 
my telephone conversations with 
my attorneys were listened into, 
in violation of the constitution of 
the United States." 

As be spoke he stared at the 
prosecutor. 

In his statement to the court, 
Kikumura never gave any ex- 
planation for his actions. 

Prosecutors said the attack was 
aimed to coincide with the bomb- 
ing of an Amrican serviceman's 
club in Naples April 14, 1988 in 
which five people were killed. 


NEW DELHI (R) — Prime 
Minister Rajiv. -Gandhi .said. 
Wednesday he was worried about 
Pakistan's nuclear capabilities, 
and said India bad no need to 
smuggle in a heavy metal used to 
enhance nuclear weapons. 

In an interview with Australian 
Television, Gandhi said India was 
worried about Pakistan’s admis- 
sion Sunday it had tested a long- 
range surface-to-surface missile, 
capable of carrying a nuclear 
weapon. 

He said the recent disclosures 
about Pakistan's nuclear prog- 
ramme were “very wonying” but 
did not mean Islamabad had 
already developed a" nuclear 
weapon. 

Gandhi said he hoped the Un- 
ited States would exert pressure 
on Pakistan to prevent it from 
making midear bombs. 

The Indian prime minister, 
who faces reelection later this 
year, denied reports India had 
illegally imported beryllium from 
West Germany, saying India 
already had sufficient supplies of 
the heavy metal. 

“India had a fairly large quanti- 
ty of beryllium and there was no 
need to smuggle it,” he said. 

Washington has accused a 
West German company of ex- 
porting beryllium, which can en- 
hance the power of nuclear 
bombs but which also has peace- 
ful uses, to India in 1984 without 
the required permission from 
U.S. authorities. 

In the interview, Gandhi also 
said he expected Pakistan under 
newly elected Prime Minister Be- 
nazir Bhutto would abandon 
efforts to promote Islamic fun- 
damentalism in Afgh anistan 


So Wet global leverage seen increasing 



By Christopher Hanson 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — Most coon- 
tries are weakened by military 
failure, but the Soviet Union is 
likely to emerge with greater 
global leverage once its troops 
have withdrawn from Afghanis- 
tan, U.S. foreign policy experts 
say. 

They predict the negative im- 
pact of Moscow’s setback will 
not be as severe as that of 
America’s drubbing in 
Vietnam. 

They believe the Soviet image 
win improve in the West 
the Kremlin’s influence in the 
Muslim world will increase 
once it leaves Afghanistan. 

“This is not as embarrasang 
as the U.S. retreat from Viet- 
nam,” said Afghanistan expert 
Seiig Harrison of the private 
Carnegie Endowment think- 


tank, who argued that a nrafiti- 
natkmai Afghan peace accord 
signed last April was a “fig 
leaf” allowing Kremlin forces 
to leave with some dignity. 

When the last U.S. officials 
and troops evacuated Vietnam 
in 1975, the image was of a 
world power in retreat. 

Television pictures showed 
U.S.-backed South Vietnamese 
soldiers dinging desperately to 
the struts of escaping American 
helicopters and U.S. diplomats 
whisked to safety from an 
embassy roof as the communists 
dosed in. 

The war created deep divi- 
sions in the United States that 
persisted for years, with a 
strong faction in Congress 
opposing efforts by the presi- 
dent to flex military muscle. 
Not nntfl Ronald Reagan was 
elected president in 1980 did the 


United States begin to reassert 
itself in any consistent way. 

In contrast, the withdrawal 
from Afghanistan came as 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev was strongly a sser ting 
himself hi world affairs with 
arms control and other in- 
datives that have often forced 
Washington into a reactive 
stance. 

Robert Neumann, a former 
ambassador to Afghanistan, 
said the Soviet withdrawal was 
not likely to cause dissension 
within the Soviet Union but 
would be greeted with afanost 
universal delight and would 
hdp Gorbachev. 

A State Dep ar t m e n t Middle 
East expat, speakmg on condi- 
tion Ik not be identified, said 
Moscow would now be able to 
improve relations with Arab 
governments that bad bitterly 


opposed the Soviet intervention 
in Afghanistan. 

This might help the Soviet 
Union play a bigger role in 
efforts to resolve the Arab- 
Israeli conflict, be said. 

The withdrawal was also like- 
ly to improve the Soviet huge 
in Western Europe and else- 
where and would help Gor- 
bachev convince the world he 
was sincere In eschewing adven- 
turism. 

On toe other hand, a legacy 
of anti-Soviet bi t ter ness was 
fikefy to persist for years in 
Afghanistan. Some one mSHon 
Afghans were tolled or wound- 
ed and five mfflion became re- 
fugees daring the fighting, 
according to U.S. estimates. 

Soviet forces intervened in 
Afghanistan ami fought a nine- 
year war against Mnjahedeen 
rebels before agreeing to peace 


terms. 

The Soviet troops are polling 
out rapidly to meet a Feb. 15 
deadline for toad withdrawal. 

Bush administration officials 
say toe Soviet withdrawal is a 
big victory for the U-S. policy of 
backing rebels with arms worth 
aa estimated $2 billion. Soviet 
pressure on Pakistan, a key 
U.S. friend that borders Afgha- 
nistan, wifi now almost certain- 
ly diminish. 

Bet toe officials say U.S. in- 
fluence on the rebels during ttw 
fikdy struggle between factions 
to form a new government wifi- 
be very Knitted, given toe .fierce.: 
i ndep endence of toe various 
guerrilla groups. 

, w We can’t even try to forte 
some JtinA of solution, for the 
Afghans... we^egetto take oar- 
chances,” the> State Depart- 
ment Middle East expert said. 















